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LETTER I: 

Mifs HuTCHENs to Mifs Bikfieid. 

f My dear girl, the crifis is at 

length pafled) and Mifs Pitt-*i 

borough as wretched a thing 

as either you or I could wtfh 

her. But my happinefi^ 

notwithftanding, is rather incomplete* 

Methinks it would be the higheft plea- 

fure, to be an eye-witnefs of her flouncing 

Vol, II, B and 
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and bouncing; for I am perfuaded her 
entanglement will fit very uneafy upon 
her. 

I followed your direflions literally with 
refpeft to enflaming her pride, by well- 
timed converfations with my Betty, who 
is as fly and artful a young woman, as 
any fhe in Chriftendom. 

We diflembled the greateft apprehen- 
fions left fhe fhould obtain a knowledge of 
what we fo judicioufly prej>ared for her 
ear; and fo little difficulty did we find 
iij working upon thofe lively paffions of 
her heart, vanity and felf-fufficiency, that 
fhe even went before us in accomplifhing 
her own mortification. 

But what muft be our next flep requires 
confideration : the colonel has forfaken 
our houfe, and, in order to efFeftually re- 
move himfelf from objects that are become 
difguftful to him (amongft which number 

is 
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is your unfortunate friend) is immediately 
going abroad j never more perhaps to re- 
turn. 

Surely no man alive was fo infatuated ; 
notwithftanding all . the ill treatment he 
met with previous to the grand abfurdity 
of her elopement, nor the elopement it- 
felf, have been able to fhake his unex- 
ampled afFedion : he purfued her with all 
the expedition money or impatience could 
procure ; but having been amufed by my 
dexterity with an opinion during a whole 
day, that fhe was only gone out with my 
mother, all poffibility of overtaking her 
was cut oiF. Well, after all, if I am to 
be fo unhappy as to remain excluded his 
approbation, it is infinite confolation, that 
I have prevented fome folks, with all their 
haughty coquettifli perfedipns, from be- 
ing united to him. 

How amazingly fickle and perverfe are 
thofe incidents of which Mrs, YoUwiv^'v^ 
B 2 Ivx^^fe^ 
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ftipppfed tQ hgye the regulation ! A. blef- 
tingrfhgii frequen^tly and. repeatedly fall 
into one perfon's lap, though as repeatedly 
brufh'd off and difregarded, which another 
4i^ with nlif^y from being unable to ob- 
tain, — ^And can there be any bleffing fupe- 
rior to colonel Dingley's love ? — So hand- 
fome, fo brave, fo completely formed for 
pleafing a youthful hesTt I — But he is loft 
jCo me, moft irretrievably loft : — yet I fear 
I caiO; never wholly fu«bdue aa attachment^ 
that has been pcodiuSlive only, of pain, and 
iKxation, 

I wonder what lady Sanxfey will do 
with h^rfelf : — (he can never have tht 
cOdfid«nc0.tx> appear in town, at leaft ti 
the matter is fomewhat blown over ; ai 
I am fcnfible the country is her averiic 
How fmall and ridiculous ihe mufl: 6 
wh^Ae condefcends to contemplate 
hufband's fweet perlbn (efptxially as c 
parifons will be apttofuggeft themfelv 
and a hufband ihe will find him ir 
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moft rigid fenie of die word. Pnde, pride, 
has, indeed, met with a Tevere faU ; but 
I have hope, it will prove an ufeful leflbil 
of inftru£lioa to her : — and if giddinefs 
and vanity were her only faults, as all 
her bright admirers feem to be convinced, 
in all probability I (hall live to fee her Per- 
fedtion's felf j for if (he will but renounce 
the one, I can truft the baronet for redu^ 
cing the other. 

I wrote an account of her flippery con- - 
dud to her ruftic relations ; and, woufd 
you believe it^ have thereby incurred their 
mortal difpleafure. — But it is pretty plain 
Ihe has painted me in moft unfavourable co- 
lours, and that prejudice is at the bottom 
of their undue diflatifaftion.— Would I 
bad no greater misfortune to cope Vi^itb)-'^ 
my philofophy would then approve itfelf '"* 
as unqueftionable as unfhaken ! 

My mother has contradled the utmoft 

gloom upon the occafion, grieves for the 

B 3 coVoTiA'^ 
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colonel's fufferings, yet pities the infolent 
cruel author of them. Ah ! had her own 
miferable child aded a fimilar part, refent- 
ikient, not compaffion, would have been 
her portion. Strange ! that we can for- 
give in a common relation or friend, what 
we (hould deem unpardonable in our im- 
mediate offspring. 

My coufin could not have chofen a 
more lucky (or, as fome people would 
call it, unlucky) period for her elopement, 
if fhe is averfe to obfervation and cen- 
fure ; for there happening to have been a 
dearth of fcandal for a whole preceding 
week, fhe has been mauled with unfpeak- 
able feverity. Yet I believe there is more 
of juftice than acrimony in this proceed- 
ing ; for as fhe was expefled to furpafs all 
the reft of her fex as much in the beauty 
of her mind, as flie had the reputation of 
doing in her perfon, you know, to be de- 
teded in fuch an abominable trip, was 
fufEcient to excite amazement, and uni- 
verfal condemnation. 
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I now more than ever figJi for your com- 
pany ; the world (hould afford pleafure for 
our public hours, and her ladyfhip has 
kindly fecured us from finding a void even 
in our greateft retirement. 

Indeed, my dear, as your father's health 
ftill continues, without either rhime of rea- 
fon, in the fame ftrange indeterminate ftate 
as when I left you, I could almoft be (o 
uncharitable as to fufped, there is more 
of humour than real diforder in the cafe ; 
however, you muft allow me to fay, that, 
at beft, there is an equal fhare of the one 
and the other. How can he be fo unrea- 
fonable as to require you to wafle your 
bloom in an obfcurity, which, if one may 
judge of his paft difpofition by his^prefent 
converfation, would have been altogether 
infupportable to himfelf in his day of 
youth and vivacity ? 

If he is difgufted with courts and cour- 
tiers, can he expedt that your blood (hovild 
B 4 t^c€vN^ 
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receive the unnatural contagion ? Upon 
my word, if I had fuch a father to deal 
with, I would foon cure him of burying 
me alive: — 'but do not let this fally of 
friendly diflatisfaf^ion give you the leaft 
offence, as I am far from meaning to in- 
iinuate the moft diftant refledlion upon 
your fpirit or refolution, and only feek to 
relieve an overcharged mind, overcharged 
with mortification by the difappointment 
of its wiflies. Accept my beft thanks for 
the fervice you have done me, and let me 
foon receive your congratulations. 



LET- 



Miss PITTBOROUGH. 9 

LETTER II. 

Lady Sanxsey to Mrs. Batson. 

OMy dear Nancy, tell me no more 
of the impropriety .of a fubjcft I 
muft'ever purfue; my big heart would 
burft, if it was not for this relief. I will 
be upon my guard with every other per- 
fon, but into your bofom I muft pour my 
undifguifed fentiments. 

Can any fituation have fuch horrors as 
mine ? — To live- with the man I deteft — 
to fuffer — ^butl will think no more of it.— 
Where is that amiable, that injured colo- 
nel ? — does he not defpife me as I de- 
ferve ? — can he ever bear— But what is 
that to me ? — it is neceflary for my peace, 
it is neceflary for my reputation, that I 
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fliould never fee him more. Yet methinks 
It would be a great fatisfaSion to know 
his fentiments. — Can he mention me 
without curfes — though it is not in his 
nature to curfe even bis greateft enemy ?^ — 
Will he ever be fo far matter of himfelf 
as to make another choice — and entertain 
her with the tale of my ill-treatment of 
him ? — That, that would be a ftroke 
which would level me with the earth. 

But no: he is too generous, too hu- 
mane, to ridicule the unfortunate. It 
would not be eflential to the promotion of 
his intereft — and he could never make it 
his fport. — Oh ! I have given him a fuf- 
ficient antidote againft my whole fex : — 
He will not in a hurry approve again 5 — 
at lead, that calamity muft be at a dif* 
tance. 

What fay you, my fifter ? — If he was 
fo entirely attached as I had reafon to be- 
lieve ; if he could not only pardon all the 

efteas 
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tSe&s of my folly, but unite himfelf to 
them for ever 5 — can he love again ? can 
his heart fo far fhake off my remembrance, 
as to receive a new impreffion ? ^rely it 
muft be impoffible. No other obje£l could 
engage my afie<^ions. I am indeed giddy, 
but not capable of playing the general 
lover. — He was the firft of his fex I ever 
did approve, and his image will never be 
effaced from my breaft, whilft animation 

remains. My God ! I am married — 

yet dare to make this confef&on. But the 
truth of it is moft inconteftible, how- 
ever blameably divulged. — The fecret is 
too confiderable for me to contain, and 
without your participation I fhould fmk 
beneath its weight. 

Sir Matthew has rofe extremely in my 
good opinion within thefe laft four-and-r 
twenty hours, as compaiSon for my fuf- 
ferings feems to have fubdued the pride of 
his heart, and he has condefcended to 
footh, inftead of reproaching me. This 
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btihavioiir fhall have proper merit with 
me ; I will endeavour to become feniible 
of the really difficult talk it is upon fuch 
an occafion to aft with generofity. The 
Ihock his vanity muft have fufbained^ 
and the weepings almoft lifelefs compa* 
nion he had hitherto found me, was more 
than fufficient to render him morofe and 
unfriendly ; and if he will forget the in-^ 
difcretion that has thrown me into his 
power, I will pafs an aft of oblivion upon 
all his fucceeding words and aftions. 

But, my dear, dear Nancy, can I ever 
reconcile myfelf to his narrownefs of 
mind, defeftive underftandlng, and that 
want of tendernefs that is evident in his 
nature ? — Is this the companion I muft 
prefer to all his fex ? — You, my thrice 
happy filler, fenfibly experience the feli- 
city arifmg from the union of the heart : 
Are you nojt prepared from an affeftionate 
defire of pleafing, to comply with every 
requeft or propofition ? do you not be- 
hold 
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^old your bufband's cotmtenance with 
approbation and delight ?— ^are not his en- 
dearments both acceptable and grateful to 
yo». ?-^Jiidge, judge then of the wretched 
contnift. 

Sir Matthew has a feat within twelve 
miles of Portfmouth, to which place I 
have intreated him to convey me, no lefs 
for his reputation fake, than the recovery 
of (at leaft) my outward compofure. I 
have reprefented to him, with how im- 
proper a grace we fliould make our ap- 
pearance in the polite world, under my 
prefent depreffion of fpirits ; and that by 
indulging me in that trifling particular, 
he would intitle himfelf to my chearful 
acquiefcence with his future commands. 

He did indeed confent to gratify my in- 
clination, hut a denial from many perfoiis, 
would have been infinitely more enga- 
ging : — though it could not perhaps be 
otherwife — as his fentiments were far from 



14 The History of 

correfponding with mine : — ^He gave up 
a point, and I ought to be content. 

I fball expedt once more to hear from 
you before we quit this place ; and if 
you have either love, pity, or charity — 
you know my: meaning — therefore deal 
me out fome confolation. 



LET- 
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LETTER III. 
Mrs. Batson to Lady Sanxsey. 

I Am afraid, my dear iifter, that the mea- 
fures you are purfuing for the reco- 
very of your peace, will be far from aix- 
fwering your expeftations. What charm 
do you expe6l to find in folitude to com- 
pofeyour diflTatisfaiSUons ? Believe me, you 
will only increafe, them. — We may lofe 
our wretchcdnefs for a moment in a 
crowd : — but in retirement it will ever 
cleave to us. 

Why, Iny love, will you perpetually 
harp upon a ftring, that you are fenfible 
can never produce harmony, and without 
being of the leaft advantage to yourfelf, 
is fo utterly difpleaflng to me ? 

Yqui 
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Your own breaft will find you fufficient 
employment to regulate, to reprefo every 
unworthy fuggeftion, and to cultivate 
and cherifli fuch as are judicious and va- 
luable — why will you then rfeek to in- 
creafe your difficulties ? Are not your 
hands tied up ? your power limited ? nay 
even your compaffion cannot be too fpa- 
ringly bellowed : your mind muft be hard- 
ened into propriety, and every foft, every 
deluding fenfation guarded againft with 
the utmoft vigilance. Is it not madnefs 
to feed an already defperate diftemper ? 

But in order to filence you for ever upon 
fo improper a fubje<3:, I will inform you, 
that I have received a very fatisfadlory 2lo- 
count of that perfon's health, you fo 
much wiftied me to enquire after : he 
bears his late dilappointment with all 
manly refolution, and wifely determines 
to leave a country (for at leaft a fhort pe- 
riod) where his fortune has been fo unfa- 
vourable. May happinefs and fuccefs be 
6 his 
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his attendants, and the cruel (hock he fixC- 
tained this day fortnight, the very lafl 
dia^may eycr.f;^! to hisiharfj 

I now infift u{>on his never more being 
mentioned ; it is criminal, it is odious to 
know one num the mafter of your hand^ 
and voluntarily fuSer another to be mafter 
of your heart— Be aflured I will on no 
confideration be acceQary to keeping a 
paffion alive, that muft be exdnguifhed^ 
or my affedion will become the forfeit : 
calamities will ever endear you to my 
heart, but guilt infallibly exclude you. 



Vo^. It C L E TfV 
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LETTER IV. 
Lady Sanxsey to Mrs. Batsoic. 

MY dear agreeable falfe prophet, 
how do I congratulate both you 
and myfelf on the invalidity of your pre- 
diftions ! The country an unfit place 
for roe at this junfture ! my election of 
it injudicious ! you was never fo out in 
your conjedtures. It was undoubtedly 
under the influence of my happy ftars 
that I refolved to take the journey, as I 
have derived a happinefs from it that 
crowded cities could never have aflForded 
me. 

Oh Nancy, do not chide . me,, nor 
luffer your ever friendly brow to -be con- 
traded ; at leaf): until you have read a 

faithful 
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faithful account of the whole tranfadioA. 
— ^fo take it in due form, as it really hap-> 
pened. 

Sir Matthew and myfelf, after a moft 
difagreeable journey — mifery the compa- 
nion of my breaft^ and mortified pride 
rankling in his— reached this moft deplo- 
rable of manfions. The hand of time is 
every where confpicuous on the mould- 
ering walls J — moths have for years unin- 
terruptedly preyed upon the furniture ;— 
owls, rooks, daws, and. every fpecies of 
ominous creatures feem to claim it for 
their own. 

A houfe-keeper incomparably well fuited 
to the antiquity of the place :— but I will 
not opprefs you with hideous defcriptions* 

The third day after our arrival. Sir 
Matthew made an excurfion, to what 
place, or upon what occafion, I never 
gave myfelf the trouble to enquire *, but 
C 2 abt^x. 



^ T*6e ft I ah! o rf i& oft 

at)^t^hViiifl»itfed me He iUotiia be undl^ 
dftfeVeitiiig: 

Relieved from my greateft mortification,, 
l^Btgah t6cafl!^ot f&f fbiflc' itlfcaiir of 
dttftlflHg ittyfdF:^tt)> little putpoftf;— 
fbf ayhiHettiehif and' this m^nfibh' f found* 
ilWrto ittcttttlpatitile*: Fthttrefbrt detewnined*. 
tb' (Jrffer th^ dlaifc", and take- a folitaryf 
iTiteW* oT tHe dountry; f did fo^— telling' 
tk€ tiSMtd- drive' me any; where; wiaiin', 
(Ti^cTr* twelVe lYiile^v tltatvrould afford' me 
ate mtftf ag*ee^c^prt)ft)ea'. 

I had travelled about an hour, witttuot 
finding the defired. dii&pation, when the 
fte^flYi^dfJrmtf!?} communicated^ st throb- 
iJiffg t6 my &ea«;— The horfes, as the 
fcimrf y^rts ftrdden, began to^ run reftive 
The man advifed me to alight, but mj 
Mda W^ Hot of foclr confequenee to mc 
n (bx ttttf^ht wtfKng^ to* preferve if, t 
fbregohi^ fd pfeafuTg a fight an fpromif 
myfetf (ited coat being a feafl my ej 
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had long vainly fought for}; and there- 
-fore I ordered him to go on ^s he intend* 
ed, fori was. not at all afraid. 

He obeyed without farther hefitation, 
and at the winding of the road turned full 
upon a little^.arjny of men, marching with 
all niilitary, parade. The ftartled horfes 
were pleafed to take a b^nk — the chaife 
overrturned — ^but as the. braces were dex- 
texoufly cut by the fword of a valiant 
iknight, your fifter efqaped every bad.con- 
fequence. 

Th^ poor, poft-boyx was indeed con(ide- 
rably hu^'t, and the , attending fervant 
would have been puzzled which firfl to 
.affi(l9. bis .miftrefe or the difabled party^ 
bad not a hero-like figure apprparhed 
the chaife to the. relief of the fqrmer^ 
who, miferably frightened by the acci- 
dent, but much more by the objeft be- 
.fore.hcr, moft conveniently fainted, as it 
concealed otl]iei:..cmotipns. 

C3 M 
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At length, however, fhe revived : — 
but unable to Aipport the furprize of find- 
ing herfelf in colonel Dingley's arms, flie 
a fecond time clofed her eyes, from in- 
communicable fenfations, not infenfibility. 

A little cottage that was fortunately fitu- 
;ated near the road-iide received us : the 
poor fellow bled (hockingly, and the 
other was difpatched for a furgeon, whilft 
the hofpitable owner of this uncouth re- 
treat' prefen ted your friend with a cordial 
pf her hufband's preparing. 

A matted chair (preferable at that in- 
ftant to a throne) proved a comfortable 
fupport, and the companionate colonel, 
forgetting to quit a hand he had for fome 
time held between his with the moft 
friendly apprchenfion for my fafety (tho' 
as I was tolerably well recovered, it was 
^hen evidently rather matter of civility 
than neceffity) placed himfelf upon a 
))ench that ftood commodioufly contigu- 
ous ; 
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ous : never was tendernefs more finely 
depifted 1 

I was however, at length, fo unhappy 
as to recolleft the impropriety of the ap- 
pearance, and by attempting to withdraw 
my hand from the colonel's, awakened his 
apprehenfion likewife. — His countenance 
pierced me to the foul ;— he clafped his 

liands together — and turning from me . 

It was a bitter moment. 

A filence enfued ; a filence that fpdke 
the anguifh of our hearts. 

• ** I, Sir, am obliged to your care — 

** unmerited — un * " Spare me, ma- 

*' dam, cried he, rifing haftily, madnefs 
** and recolledion are with me the fame 
•* thing — I am — ^but you muft — it cannot 
** be recalled — therefore — " He with- 
drew with great precipitation into a mifer- 
able flied or out-houfe, and did not re- 
turn until the furgeon arrived. 

C 4 The 
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The good womaiiy with a confideratioti 
no other perfon was capable of, told 'ihe, 
that if I would pleafe to follow her 1 might 
avoid the difagreeable fight of the poor 

fellow's wounded head and arm ** She 

*< had a little chamber, though but a lit- 
^< tie one, and if his honour would pleafe 
<* to go with me and partake of fuch 
" cheer as her hovel afforded, he (hould 
*^ not go dinnerlefs that day howfomdeven 
<< — God blefs him, he was a noble look- 
^* i<ig gentleman, and fhe only wifhed 
*' her poor dear Matt (her fon, who it 
** feems was a foldier) was under his 

** command but God's will muft be 

« done." 

I attempted to avail myfelf of this very 
agreeable offer, as it was neither decent 
nor eligible for me to continue where I 
was, but found myfelf unable to move. 
A trembling feized me : — The colonel 
was not in a much better condition: — 
and I was indebted to the furgeon, who 
conveyed me in bis arms. 
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Be was Tofbfeathihga' vein (iis ' he po- 
'litelyphrafedlt) J but T irtfifbd upon his 
talcing due care i>f riiy' fervant, tefore fie 
beftowed any upon me. 

TThc fcene* b'ecainc mbre and more m- 
terefting. — ^We were alone :^— the colonel 
unable to utter one fyllable, and you may 
jiidge of my 'iiibrtified and afflidted con- 
dition. **^I^ khbw hot, fir, whether to 
"**^ laiiieht 'or' rejoice at the accident that 
'**' has'th'us untx'peftedly thrown me In 
*' your way,— as I am fenfible your opi- 
** nion of me mufl: be vdry' unfavourable 

*' My opinion, my dear madam, cried 
*' he eagerly, is by ho means Urt worthy 
" of you. Flowevei^'ybu may have teen 
*^"miftaten, I am convinced y6u 'had 
** premeditated no fevil defign againft me ; 
*^ it was oiir mutual misfortune that f was 
' ** a day too late in my purfuit, by a 
'*< cruel deception *Mifs ' Hutchens was 
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." plcafed to praflife; — and to that <:ir- 
,** cumftance alone I impute all I have, 
*' ^nd may hereafter fuffer/* 

Unfeeling girl ! little did I fufpeft her 
. to have been the caufe of my moft fatal 
difappointment. 

** You are very generous, fir, returned 
, *' I, but I cannot acquit myfelf of the 
*' higheft blame ; — and I own, I am but 
'* ill capable of fupporting the humiliating 
'' refledion, that you muft have a ftrange 
- ** idea of that woman's delicacy, who 
*' could facrifice her perfon to gratify her 
*' refentment. 

** My heart, madam, (however eflential 
.^* to my peace,) can never be compelled 
J^^ to retain a difadvantageous impreffion 
. ** of you ; it ever prefents you to my 
/** imagination the fame lovely amiable 
** creature it was wont to confider you, . 
** and your lofs will prove an inexhauftible 

*^* fource 
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** fource of anguifh. — Witnefs the change 
" you behold in my whole appeafance.-^ 
** 1 am fliattered to death : — 1 abandon my 
** country. — Are thefe tokens of difeftecm ? 
'' Oh Mifs Pittborough ! (for L never 
** will allow you any other name) — Yet 
*' I know not what I would afk-^but do 
*' not defpife my memory — and Ibobld 
' *' you hear that I have happily fallen as 
*' becomes my rank and charaSer, do 
*' not deny me one valuable tear, as it 
*' is the only one I could wifli ydur eyes 
** to be acquainted with — *' 

Here the good woman made her ap- 
pearance, and perhaps very feafonably, as 
the fubje£fc began to be abundantly too 
tender for my circumftances. She fpread 
a clean, but coarfe cloth over a table, on 
which ihe inftantly conveyed fome re- 
fre{hment ; but as 1 never tafted it, I will 
fiot deceive you as to its meiit. 

The 
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The furgcon having drcflcd his patieat, 
waited upon me with an agreeable accouot 
of him. ^^ No danger 4ipon his honour^^ 
"** only an ugly contuflon :". and again 
intreated to breathe a vein< for me. 

I endeavoured to excofe niyfdf; hut 
■ the worthy old hpfpltable creature urged 
fo many arguments, and the colonel >ib 
• many intrealies, that I at lafl: complied. 

The fiirgeon, who h^y;)pened to. he^a 

forward inqiiidtive fellow, having Jong 

obferved the colonel's anxiety and confu- 

-fian,Mnfas for prefcribing for him likewife ; 

r intimating, at the fame time, ^^ that the 

*^ gentleman muft be uncommonly, in- 

'^^ terefted, to occafion fuch uncommon 

** agitation.'* The colonel, provoked at 

>bis boldnefs, flernly rebuked him. I was 

« forry be was fo hafty, as the fellow foon 

after withdrew with vifible marks of dif- 

^leafure and refentment in his countenance. 

The 
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The chaife was now in a condition ti> 
mnvtj me- home, and my fervant had 
prcnrided' a- proper driver (delays therefore 
would hava been prepofterous). — I in- 
tended to have played the heroine, but the 
colonel's behaviour ibook all my refolves. 
* r will not, madam, faid he, for your 
^ fake attempt conducting you to your 
^ carriage; — ^I feel I ibould but ill acquit 
** myfelF ;•— but before I lofe fight of you 
••■ for ever, permit me to aflure you, that. 
** my heart will retain the moft tender 
** aflFe£lion for you — fo long as its pul- 
•** biion remains : — that in every climate, 
•* in every fituation, your happinefs will 
*• be dearer tc^me than all my other united 
•* concerns : — and that if ever I do pne- 
•*- vail upon myfelf to revifit my native 
** country, the defire of learning fome 
** happy tidings of your welfare will be 
•* my only motive. — Oh madam ! there 
** was a time when, on fo tedious a fe- 
** paration as this promifes to prove, you 
" would have honoured me with ibmc 
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" mark of your efteem :— but I do litot 
«• now afk it. — May you be as bleflTed 
** as affluence and a fmiling world 
•' can make you ! — and whatever is my 
•• fate. '* 

I only curtfied, and retired:-^ had I 
fpoke, I had betrayed myfelf to the whole 
hovel : — but getting haftily into the chaife, 
I gave a vent to my tears ; — nor fufpeSed 
I had reached home, until the carriage 
flopped to give me that information. 

I endeavoured to twinkle the mift from 
my cyts : — but in vain ; — they were per- 
feflly fwelled up : — ^I therefore complain- 
ed of weaknefs, faintnefs, . and was hor«^ 
fibly infmcere, to conceal my rea^l dlC* 
order. 

I went to bed, but fleep you may guefs., 
did not pay me a very early vifit j — nay 
I am hardly fenfible if I flept at all : — 
however, finding my fight improved^ I 

got 
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got up ag^in at feveii o'clock in high 
fpirits, drank my tea, and took up mf 

pen. ^You, I doubt not, will impute 

the fatisfa<EUon I enjoy to its proper 
fource. — I am ftill beloved — notwithiland- 
ing I am dead to him : — he will love only 
for me — he will never raife another to that 
happinefs I have fo wantonly forfeited — 
Forgive me this one weaknefs : do not 
condemn me for exulting, that I have one 
confolation left, aiid continue to be my 
tender and compaffionate friends 



LET- 
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Golonel Dingle Y to Mr. Brooksbanjc. 

A?LE, you,,NjBcl, qf the.ojj^flio^^. tha| 
tinje-. is an, infaJ|[lilile; r^e,dy, foj; 
^very, mpntal dife^ft; ?r qx, cap yovi pcrfuad? 
yourfelf that fome cafes ari? tpQ ^.^(perat^ 
ever to admit of alleviation ? It is true, I 
am become lefs outrageous, than on my 
firft experiencing my moft affliding dif- 
appointment, but the weight of it is not 
one jot more tolerable. 

Company diftrafts me — and retirement 
is the haunt of black defpair — the bot- 
tle proves an unvailing refource, my brain 
bids defiance to intoxication — amongft my 
own fex I find only infenfibility and bru- 
lali^-trrand I will not mention the fenfa- 

tions 
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tioris a female figure occafions me. — The 
dangers of the fea, the difficulties of a 
fiege, may pethaps prove more falutaryj 
for, notwithftanding I have but little of" 
that wretch's charader about me, who 
boafls '^ that horrors are not difpleafing 
^' to him, and that the rocking battle- 
** ments and raging tempeft fuit the 
•* gloomy habit of his foul ;" yet I have 
reafon to believe, that the moft dreadful 
obje£ls and moft daring encounters will 
afford me the greateft confolation* 

I have for fome time beeti indefatigable 
in procuring an appointment, that, I flat- 
ter myfelf, will anfwer my evisry purpofe ; 
and if the gentleman can be prevailed 
upon to exchange with me^ it will not ht 

many days before I fliall embark fot 

to reinforce the befiegers ; the paffage is 
but (hort, but the fcenes are expeded to 
be bufy ones: you fliajl hear from me 
again fo foon as we have fettled the mat- 
ter. How little did I imagine that I 

Vol. II. D fliould 
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flxould cyjcr j^it Efiglax^d, dbp belQi^ed. 
i^ot of my nativity^ and yo^ ipy much 
v^i\t^ frfenrf^ witha^t jcgrjet ? Bat my 
^lin^ ai;e ^11 abforb^d by the recent ca- 
l^mi^y that Jbi^ viGtcid ipie ; as lefler evils^ 
yp cy,pr fYfallpwed up by guc^tfu". 

. Qad you but lisen tbje objed of i^y t^n- 
dereft zSc&iorip feen hcu: before f;be roi^h 
hand of difappoiptment had reached her 
qheqk, I itjlQuld b?:Ve been abfolved in 
your confideration^ however frantic or 
rafli my conduft :— but I fhall ramble, 
i:aqcibJe wide ffrpm ^yery ratlqmil point, if 
I once touch th^t k^y. Oh I am mifery- 
ftruck ! — irreparably undone ! and thoie 
years tli^t in the courfe of nature may be 
mine, can only lengthy out, not abate 
my affli^ion. Slovenly in my perfpn, 
and beyi^ildered in my fenfes— no trace or 
likenefs of your once gay friend remains* 



L ET- 
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LETTER VI. 
From the fame. 

According to my promile, I once 
more write to you before my em- 
barkation, nor will I take upon me to fay 
it ihall be the laft time. — We know not 
when to bid adieu to thofe we love ;«— 
but you are fenfible, Ned, that the dif- 
tance that will foon lie between us, will 
prove an impediment to the fame fre<}uent 
intercourfe— -as the winds and feas are no^ 
at all times propitious. 

I arrived at Portfmouth only late laft 

night, and as the companies are exercifed 

every aiorning early at fome little diftance 

frqpi the lown, preparatory to our grand 

D 2 review 
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review on Monday next (when the re- 
mainder of the regiment is to be aiTembled') 
I did not fee any of the officers until I 
join'd them in the field. 

As we were returning to our quarters 
in tolerable, order, a moft unexpected ac- 
cident gave new vigour to all thofe tender 
fenfations I v^s fo induflrioufly endeavour- 
ing to^ ftifle. 

A chaife with only a lady in it turned 
fuddenly upon us : the horfes, young and 
high-mettled, began to plunge, the boy 
was thrown, and as I forefaw the confe- 
quences might not only be fatal to the 
lady, but many other perfons, I com- 
manded a halt, and, wrth the affiftance 
of a brother-officer, before the creatures 
could difengage themfelves from fome en- 
tanglement of the fhaft or harnefs, cut 
the braces, and happily prevented all fur- 
ther mifchief. 

It 
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It was not tUl after the performance of 
this neceilary bufinefs, that I perceived 
the lady to be no other than my Mifs Pitt- 
borough. — I fiew to her affiftance, and 
have reafon to believe there was more ter- 
ror in my appearance, than the danger I 
was delivering her from ; for having once 
lecolleiSed me, fhe funk down in the 
chaife in a mod pitiable condition. Some 
of the men conveyed the fervant to an 
adjacent cottage, in which place I deter^ 
mined to lodge his lovely miftrefs, until 
fhe might with fafety he removed : but 
confcious of the fcene her recovery would 
produce, and unwilling to have any fpec^ 
tators, both for her fake and my own, I 
ordered the march to be refumed, and 
every officer to his proper ftation, telling 
them that i myfclf would take care of 
the lady. 

It was fome time before (he began to 
revive, notwithftanding the beft affiilance 
I could procure \ and when fhe did open 
D 3 \iw 
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kner eyt^^ AnA again bebdd her fuppovtiiigy 
thou^ felf-droopiBg ftiend, ihe imme- 
dial^Iy turn^ her dear face fvom ne, in 
^ijpgsLc^t etnbarraflment and confufion. 
1 Ipiew notbpw to a£b ^f— hutta kave her, 
I felt was impoffible.-^Indficdi i had loft 
fV!9cy Qru/d. remembrance,, and all my 
heart was; teoderneik and Iqvs. Bur I did 
not long enjcqn the happy delufion ; apni-' 
dent referve,' on her part^ conveyed^ the 
inOsmt idea of my wretchednefs.--— Th» 
nick, would' have been heaven to. what i 
then endured;:-— but I was fo far mafter- 
of my reaiboy aa. by a hafty retreat to 
fya^ her the. mifery of behoIdiBg my fe- 
vered: emotions. 

A' hardened kind of compofure fuc- 
ceeded this grievous agony. ^ I can now 
♦* look upon her, thought I, in the light 
^* (he deferves. — Has (he not difpofed of 
^^> that hand to another, tlut in. honour 
^^ and juftice belonged only to me ? — has 
^< (he not rendered me mUerable beyojad 

« all 



^< all poffiKiity 6r rdirf?— dncT fhkl! her 
« preAMce dccafioA me fa^h utifulfeble 
«• feiifWtidnsv utimlndfiil' of fo g^.it, fo 
♦* uiif^eafeaMfe art injury ? No : I* will 
"* x^tttrn and'cdnvittCeh^r tllat, noWitH- 

^ ftandiflg all- htr Ibvdlheftf, h^i* J^ity 
" and incofiftancy has htXSkt the ehttrrh, 
«* artdr no longer eoilfidar hct* ^ vKkthy 
*« my tcndemd*s*d<< afFefttofti" 

I waaf hut-ryirig' into ther cof ih* Mn 1^- 

Vage difpofitffin of mind, wrf^ny rtft'* Irfs 

fiidSenly than'unexp^ated^y!) t\it h<i^'w% 

again loft in thtf nlati.-^^* ^d^dht^ I 

^'^ complain^i crjf>'d^ P, in an< half aftkrci- 

^' latcaccenti Iv Who haVe brotighr dtf- 

** ftruftion upon the moft vMMii df 

*' her fex ? — Was it not my own negleft 

" of her -^ my; prefumptuouftyi afttrfied 

*' and injddktoa9'ne^e£l'-^that* impelled 

" hicT to talde the dcfperate ftcps fhe hat 

'^^ done ? — ^W^flie not- all* zmMAe con^ 

^^ dMcenfion;: all modeft* eheourstgnnent; 

•*' before flic rufpeaed-fcbeiii«swcjpc*formi 

D 4 vcw^ 
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** ing againfl; her ^— Was it for me to 
♦* attempt to reilrain her inclination? — 
*' Was not her approbation I then en- 
«* joyed voluntary ?^and ought I not to 
** have waited her own time for the in- 
*' eftimable prefent of her hand ? She 
*< has only puniihed the guilty in what 
*< relates to me, and is herfelf an un- 
" happy innocent victim. — ^What ravage 
♦* has not difcontent already made in her 
<* fine face ? Where is that bloom, thofe 
** beautiful fmiles, that were wont to 
*^ adorn it ? Blafted, for ever blafted by 
^< a bafe contrivance ; and the wretch not 
*^ only lives, but would meanly excul- 
^^ pate himfelf by cafting reflections upon 
« her.'* 

Some little buflle in the cottage alarm* 
ing me for Mifs Pittborough's fafety, I 
inftantly emerged from my hiding-place, 
6ut had the fatisfafiion to find her greatly 
recovered, and the caufe of my apprehen«. 
fions no other than the arrival of a furgeon. 

A wild. 
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A wildnefs in my countenance, and 
vifible confufion in roy behaviour, foon 
engaged the mortifying attention of this 
felf-fufficient fellow, who, as I afterwards 
difcovered, concluded I was the lady's 
relation — a relationfliip, Ned, that I 
would have purchafed — but no matter—^ 
he was to my great, misfortune mifiaken 
in his conjedures. Nothing could be 
more aukward and conftrained than the 
whole fcene. — I would have given millions 
for one live minutes private converfation, 
but there appeared no probable means of 
obtaining that happinefs — when, beyond 
my beft hopes, the good woman, by a 
piece of overflrained civility, procured 
me the wifliM-for interview, nor ihall Ihe 
go unrewarded. 

My military garb fo forcibly recom- 
mended me to her old honeft heart, that 
Mifs Pittborough feemed to have but a 
lecond place in her confideration — and 
the propofal of our withdrawing into ano* 



4fctr Iktiir cabbing war zpfzmnn^ atf nincli 
htfcnded fof ifiy cfmoluih^sit ad h« con- 

** Mt g^ #khout hi» ditiiMr.^ 

Hd^RK^^^t, il^MH!i«f, wasrtoo worthy 
iroitl^btf ekttuM :-'*H[iiM;«riUil tieiidttm«r^ if 
aPweakneA) t^^ df the' mit^ft amiaSle klnc^ 
An onif child abroad, inches arfii}^— uii^ 
^rUlft flrh^ether iWing ch* dkd^— dr^W the 
tl»Sir9 ft-otti' h^ vefteriblc cj^, which I 
Will riiafce it my bufinef^ if pdffible, to 

In re^pairiitg tb the pmpOfed^retitemeYit; 
tNe rut|eoR*Kad'the honour of ^ffifting the 
lady;-^*-aii honour that thy regard for her 
reputation would not permit me to al^ire 
to : the felf-denial coft me dear, but re* 
pays nie with intereft^inTtbe^confcioufriefa 
or its propriety. 

The? momenta thai were granted me by 
the aSfertce^ oP th^ furgecMf, and honeft 

parade 
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paiadis of tike old woman> were, howcrcr, 
iitt* froDi l>etng employed in the' ntamier F 
kad proHnifed myfelf.— Ifet* p^don, htr 
ffieiidfliip were to have been* foHcittd ;•— 
but the big r«i}ueA was inc»p»Me o£ fiiu^ 
mg utterance. She, rathtr more coU 
kded, broke the painful fil^ce — exprtitki' 
» kkid> fenfe of the littfe fervJce t htid' 
dojieker^ condefcending^ at the fame dm«* 
to intiinaifte feme delicate appreheii(i0iw 
ie{jpe£Ung the opinion I mutt cntt^rtnittdt 
liercQodu&. 

How inadequate my expreffions to mv 
tbdAtig&l 1 would havekrneft and revealed 
mywbole fbultoher, hadnotthe phce been 
an infuperaUe objeftion:— ^Diftance antf 
coolneffi WAS all I had to depend upon ; 
— and in fpite of every tender fiiggeffion, 
I ftriaiy adhered to them. No refent- 
ment remains in her breaft^rdf-accufed 
~Iintireiy acquit he^— and at length was 
afecood time^ deprived of afll I' hold va^ 
ltiable« 
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But, Ned, I did prefume to tell her 
that I could never ceafe to love :-*-nor 
was (he offended ; — and I find myfelf 
greatly relieved by that (however una- 
vailing) coofeifion. The opportunity fo 
unexperfted— the reception fo favourable 
-p*niay it not prove a happy prefage of 
future felicity ?-*The gout is not quite 
fo quick in difpatching thofe it attacks, 
as a cannon ball, but is often as fure. — 
Mean and unworthy fentiments ! — but, 
alas ! they are the fentiments of my 
heart. 

The good woman, on returning from 
her departed guefl, was alarmed at the 
palenefs and horror of my countenance. 
*< Your honour is ill, cry'd (he ; what 
** can I do for you ?" 

*• You mufl not be uneafy, returned I ; 
« I (hall be better prcfently. — I will fpend 
<* the afternoon with you, if you can but 
•* procure me a difh of tea ; — and we 
1 «* will 
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*♦ will have fome converfation relative to 
*• your abfent fon j perhaps, I may be able 
*• hereafter to give you a ratisfa<3ory ac- 
** count of him." 

I will not trouble you with the grate* 
fol profeffiods I received from this worthy 
creature : — the human heart in its natu- 
ral ftate — where vice has not ftruck 
root — is truly amiable. — I derived more 
real pleafure from the rude civility and 
genuine gratitude of this cottager, than I 
ever experienced in any tete-a-tete, except 
with yourfelf, and one certain perfon, 
who muft ever be excepted. 

I took down her fon's name in my 
pocket-book, and have agreed to cor- 
refpond with this humble friend.-^She 
is to inform me, from time to time, of 
the good or ill-fortune of her fair neigh- 
bour ; — and I am to remit her news that 
as nearly concerns her. I am by no means 
the wretched thing I was ; perhaps, in- 
deed. 
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deed, I am only feeding a diftempef, 
that wiU, at the long run, feed upon me t 
— but I am for prefent eafe, whatever 
the purchafe. 
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Lady Sanxsey to Mrs. BATsoiit 

I My <kar fitter, am at prefect neither 
J in extraordinary health or fptrits. 
Your kindly intended letter f afFeSed mc 
greatly : you fee things in a ftrange un- 
natural light, but I am not now capa-* 
ble of difpwting with you. The colo* 
nel is embarked. — No more intierviews 
need be apprehended j-^and the laft was 
fo innocent, from being unfovgfat for^ 

t This letter it not iAfierted. 

that 



ttmt I iksil eiw r«om»]^r i^ with |>l^- 
(axe, nptwkbftanding your e^rfvefs ^ifiip* 

MUibffttffiCf arr AQt ppw flow to vific 
me:-^-ipf life ia iP^wpft ipftiWWtaWe j — 
but I myfdf have occafioned my fuffer- 
kigt:— -I mU tliereforc iu&r without 
complaimng. 

Sir Matthew, iinfpftuiiotety for vs both, 
has again altered bis behaviour. — A ftern 
hrow — unkind ccndfe replies -^ fliort 
nieal8»«4md loag abfeiops-i'-fure all he gtve» 
me to boaft t>f. What is the caufe of hit 
diflatisfi^^icm I know not : — I had alinoft: 
faid I am utterly regardless of it ;— -but if 
he expeAs to win my affeftions by fuck 
rough meafuves, he w^i find himfeif 
greatly deceived. —I can and will forbear 
reproaching him ; but if I deteft and de- 
fpife him, he may thank himfeif. 

His 
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His haggard houfe-keeper officioufly 
intrudes herfelf upon my privacy, curio- 
fity and ill-nature in her eye ; but as I 
know not guilt, I am not alarmed at this 
appearance of fufpicion :— it may be her 
way, however extraordinary or difpleafing. 

I have not an enemy upon earth that I 
would not pity under fuch horrid cir- 
cumftances :— but I am not rigidly dif- 
creet, therefore not rigidly fevere. 

How capable I was wont to find you^ 
of tender fympathy ; but you have en- 
larged your connexions, and have but lit- 
tle to beftow upon the undeferving. 

My ink is exhaufted ; I muft obtain a 
frefli fupply before I can proceed. — Yet 
what would I fay ? My friend, my fifter^ 
is no more : — to whom then ihall I fly 
for the balm of confolation i 

My 
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####### 

My God ! what infolence ! my ordersr 
difregarded— my requefts denied! — but it 
is well ;— the mean caution fuits the nar- 
row foul that dictates it. And would he 
deprive me of the only happinefe I am 
capable of enjoy ing ? — Perhaps it may 
not be in his power— my dear^ dear pen^ 
no ftratagem fhall be unattempted^na 
means untried— to preferve thy ufe. 

But what can have fuggefted this .arro- 
gant conduft ? — With whom does the 
v/retch (letitpafs, Nancy) think I would 
correfpond ?— The colonel is at a diftance, 
—and for all the reft of his fex, — ^I neither 
Icnow them, or wifb to have the kaft 
knowledge of them^ 

I am now but too fenfible of the impro- 
priety of relying upon that man's honour, 
for the future happinefs of your life, who 
is well acquainted that another is the ob- 
jeft of your regard. 

Vol. II. E ?;vt 
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Sir Matthew's vanity was gratified 
the firft inftance by my hand :— my fi 
ceeding behaviour excited his malice a 
iDevcnge. *- Repent accepting him ! — hur 
iJh I Itation and mortification ihould be my p 

tuon ;r— nor will he, I fear, be appeaf 
but by my intire deftru6iion. I can 1 
be rebuked, therefore my fentiments (t 
not be fuppreffed.— Is this a being tl 
L have chofen in preference to coIo 
Dingley,-^who is not only mafter of ev( 
perfonal recommendation, but eviden 
poffeffed of humanity, generofity, a 
love ?— How fondly did he doat upon m 
—and when the hartd of ficknefs robl 
ray countenance of every attraflion : 
the reft of his fex,— howwas his tend< 
nefs and affiduity augmented ?— His v 
the voice of friendfliip, the moft endei 
in^ friendfliip — foothing, harmonizing ; 
his looks replete with benignity — a 
his aftions unfpeakably engaging. He 
would be have hung over me in tender a 
prehenfion and anxiety at the cottage. 
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liad not his refpe£l, his delicacy, reftrainci 
kim ?— My honour was his firft, hi^ prin- 
dpal care. Oh ! I read all the valuable 
meaning of the refenre he iifipofed upon 
himfelf, and (ball ever remember it with 
the highefl; gratitude and approbation. 

How difmal the change ! Sir Matthew 
did not return till very late :— he was in- 
formed generally of the accident, — and 
very politely blarbed me for going out 
alone. 

. *' He would rather have given fifty 
** pounds than hia horfes (hould have met 
** With fueh a fright,— or fo Worthy » 
^ fervant received fUch injury :— hoped it 
*^ would be a caution for the future ;— and 
** if I chofe to ride out when he him* 
^' felf could not accompany me^ that I 
** would permit the houfe-keeper to at.-. 
*' tend me, who would point out a very 
*• diflFerent, and much properer route.— 
** What pleafure I could propofe to my- 
E 2 " felf 
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'« felf in going fo near the end of Portf* 
<< mouth town, he really was at a lofs to 
'* conjecture ; but there was no account- 
'^ ing at all times for people's humours 
•* and fancies." 

I made no reply to this very endearing 
harangue. — " 'TispoiEble, thought I, that 
** he has drank too freely, and by refent* 
*• ing incivility, I may expofe myfelf to 
** infult. — I am bitterly confcious he has 
•♦ fome reafon to be diilatisfied with mc." 

The morning, at length, arrived.— He 
haftily left my apartment, and has conti- 
nued diftant, fuUen, and unkind ever 
fmce. But he {ball meet with due con- 
tempt.— The woman who vouchfafes to 
feek the reafon of unkindnefs, betrays a 
defire of removing it ; a defire that he is 
too indifferent to me, and too ungenerous 
ever to excite. 

He fets a very pretty hufband-like. ex- 
ample— excludes me from the knowledge 

of 
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of whatever pafles in his breaft— and 1% 
undoubtedly too reafonable to expeA a 
contrary conduct from me.— Diftafte and 
difpleafure will hereafter be the only feel- 
ings I {ball be able to entertain for him. 



LETTER VIII. 
From the fame. 

OH ! my fitter, the fhocking fecret is 
at length revealed,— and I have the 
additional misfortune of fufpe<9ed virtue 
to contend with | How little did I fore- 
fee the malicious, the bafe conftru6lion 
that has been put upon the poor worthy 
colonel's behaviour!— The whole acci-r 
dent, from firft to laft, is confidered as 
the cfFed of premeditation;— and, not- 
withftanding I was perfeilly ignorant of 
the road the fellow was taking — \i^i, ?toxiw 
E 3 m>j 
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my firft fetting out fubmitted myfelf ear 
jtirely to his choice,— and from my fitua- 
jtion was excluded from every poffibility of 
learning that the colonel was at Pprtf- 
mouth i — every cifcumftance of that day's 
fatal excurfion has unhappily concurred 
to fix a ftain upon my reputation, and I 
am neither heard nor believed. — This 
wicked baronet impute§ even my requeft 
of being brought to thisodipus place to my 
expeftation of being caft in the colonel'^ 
way,^alis m^ pradUfed dcfigner — artifi- 
cial deceiver — and himfelf a wretched iii- 
jured dupe. 

And dp I live to be thus accufcd, in- 
nocent as I am even in intention ? — But 
that bleflcd innocence proves my great 
fupport. — Let him condemn — let him vil- 
Kfy me, agreeable to the rancour of his own 
torrupt heart. — Colonel Dingley knows 
it is unmerited, and his good opinion, and 
confcious integrity, is more than fufficient 
to make me fmile at his black vagaries. 

But 
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But the world -^ and what is this world ? 
A bug-bear of the imagination ! — I fhali 
never more be permitted to enjoy it, un-* 
lefs my conftitution out-lafts this monfter 
of a hufband ! — And let it amufe itfelf 
with tearing my fame in pieces j-^I (hall 
fiiil remain uncontaminated^ — and rife the 
higher in that efteem, that is fuperior with 
me to every other conflderation. 

. I am^ however, permitted to write, on 
the pretty modeft condition— that all my 
letters (hall be conveyed to the poft-houfe 
either by himfelf or one of his diabolical 
meflengers. — W^ith all my fpirit!r-and 
Ihould he be tempted to view his own like- 
nefs from the pen of an injured wife,— let 
bim add another me»inef$ to thofe he has 
already pra<9ifed, and break the feals. I 
am not fufficien^y myfelf to draw him 
at prefent in his proper colours ; but he 
may depend upon it, the lines fhall be 
both ftrong and juft, when I do take him 
}n hand. 

£ 4 But 
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But I ihould inform you how clumfil 
he was pleafed to difcover his bafe fufpj 
cioiis to me. 

J was — fhall I tell vou how I was j 
that inftaiU employed, when the dinnei 
bell fummoned me to appear before him 
Pope's Eloife, I believe, by accident, h 
open upon my toilet: — fome lines of 
are very ftriking, efpecially what then mo: 
immediately engaged my attention, as 
y/SLS palpably convinced, that 

^* Of all affli6lions taught a lover yet, 
*« 'Twtf/ much the hardeft fcience to forget 

My inclination would have prompted n 
to indulge a thoufand melancholy foft r 
fleftions, — but I neverthelefs delayed n 
to attend my gloomy tyrant. 

On entering the parlour, the firft ol 
jc£l that faluted my eyes was that ve 
jmpertinent furgeon, of whom I gave y< 
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ft fliort defcriptioa in my cottage -ad ven^ 
ture. 

The fight o( him fo unexpefied — fomc 
recolledions — I however blufhed, and was 
unable to conceal my furprize, or, if you 
pleafe, in the baronet's own fweet words^ 
guilty confufion I 

** I hope, madam," faid the grovel- 
ling, half-advancing reptile, «* I fee you 
** pretty well recovered from your late 
^^ accident.— I really bad much appre- 
*^ henfion of fome bad confequence.— .. 
*' Your fright** — He hemmed — paufed — 
and caft a look of meaning upon the 
doughty Sir Matthew. 

*< Yes, madam," faid the knight, ^< it 
^* feems you was moft extraordinarily af- 
** feded for fo common an occafion, as 
^< well as the gentleman who did me the 
*' honour to fhow you great civility. — I 
^* underftpod, indeed^ that he was arrived 

♦«iu 
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** in this part of the country, — ^but I li 
*' expefled to hear that my wife had 
*' an interview with him, or was ca 
*' hie of enjoying a couple of hOurs ] 
*^ vate converfation with a man whc 
^ recently attempted to murder her I 
^^ band. — But perhaps it was no€ poff 
**^ to refufe fo trifling an indulgence (h< 
*^ ever inconfiftent with honour or p 
^* dence) as I underftand die gentlemi 
*^ tendernefs and affiduity was fuch, 
^^ naturally enough led my friend, h< 
^^ into the opinion, that you^ was his; 
** perty> not mine. — But I am furpr 
<^ fo well-bred a fpark fhould com 
** fuch a breach of good manners, as 
*' return only abufe for the civil cone 
" expreflTed for his heahh. — It was 
** lefs foreign to his general charti£ 
" than impolitic at that j unsure,: — ^a; 
•* could not fail to convey a prejud 
^ where it would have been his inte 
*^ to have recommended himfelf." 

Aftoni 
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Aftonifhment — contempt — mortifica- 
tion and anguifh for fame moments fealed 
my lips i — and xecolle^iipa occurring, 
previous to the power io£ utterance, I dis- 
dained making a*defence at fo defpicable a 
tribunal^ — but, burfting into tears of in* 
dignation, relieved my own breaft, and, 
1 believe, both difappointed and flung tha 
other^ wretches. 

The baronet flared: — flamped — and was 
perfe^Uy frantic with rage and refentment. 

Mr. Surgeon in vain endeavoured to 
account for a. filence fo far different to 
what he expe&ed the affair would have 
produced. — Fits, revilings, and every fpe- 
cies of low fury,, he had prepared himfelf 
to encounter upon the occaflon, from a 
good woman's having fallen to his lot, 
who was by no means fparing in either 
violence or ill language, on the flighteft 
provocation* 

« What, 



6o The HiSTORT of 

*' What, madam," exclaimed— —(y 
will find him Out by proper marks) ** a 
" I not worthy an anfwer ? — and do y 
** add negleft to the other injuries I ha 
•* fuftained ? — A. pretty return, indec 
** for my temper and forbearance tl 
** whole week paft. — I was convinc 
•* you had your private motives for chi 
** ing a retreat fo ill adapted to your r 
*^ tural inclination ; and, when I fou 
«* the enemy was fo near, judged it r 
*' cefiary to be upon my guard : — ho^ 
•' ver, as I was far from fufpeAing tl 
•* you had been befbrc-hand with all i 
•* precautions, I obferved the utmoft m 
^^ deration, — and fhould have remo\ 
** every reftraint on the removal of t 
^ caufe ; — but, notwithftanding the hi 
•' one of my fervants had received, a 
^' the abfence of the other, prevent 
** them from making obfervations on yc 
^* condud^, yet you fee the knowledge 
** i( was not to efcape me 3 and, in fp 
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*^ of the gentleman's prudence, in play-» 
^^ ing leaft in fight, and amufing one per-" 
*^ Ton, and employing another, to pro- 
*' long his fatisfadion ;— there was fuffi- 
*' cient evidence both of his and your 
*' unworthinefs." 

<< Be aflured, fir,*' faid I, with a firm 
but difpaffionate accent, ^^ it is not tho 
'< matter you charge me with, but the 
" manner that I contema. Had you re- 
** quired an explanation of every particu- 
^* lar of my condu& that day, I fhould 
" have confidered you as entitlecl to re* 
** ceive it. — I wanted not to be confronted* 
•* by fuch a — gentleman. — ^I had nothing 
•* to difguife, nothing to conceal, — and 
** whatever I may now fufFer in your 
** opinion, from mifreprefentation, I am^ 
** convinced will be entirely obviated, 
•* by enquiring of your fervants how the 
« accident was produced. — Let me intreat 
** you, fir, to examine them j — their in- 
" tegrity, their confequence, their tefti- 

** mony 
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*' mony cannot be inferior to what has 
** already had weight with you ;— <ind 1 
*' am willing to abide by your juftice 
" and judgment, when you have thu^ 
** cleared up every flxadow of defign or 
•* impropriety.". 

*' You niuft excfufeme, madam^*' ie- 
tumed the fneering baronet j-*-'*' but I 
** have not been lb backward in obtaining 
•* every poffible light into this affair, as 
•* you may imagine. — I have not only 
" received the fellows confeffion of their 
*• ignorance, from your good manage- 
" ment, — but likewife the honeft report 
** of the poor deluded cottager, who, I 
«* believe, will be fome time before Ihe 
*' recovers her furprize at your confidence' 
" and artifice. — Little did ihe think (o 
*« young, fo modeft a looking lady could 
<* have been capable of fuch impro- 
*' per behaviour. — Have you any thing 
" further to propofe ?" 

<c I ac- 
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«« I acknowledge, fir,'' faid I, *< that 
** your whole conduct upon the occafion 
**48 admirable. — Far be it, therefore, 
** from me, to except againft what is fo 
•* evidently unexceptionable. — I have one 
** fatisfad^ion, however, beyond the reach 
*' of the moft malicious induftry, or moft 
" injurious attacks, — a confcioufne(s of 
** my own — ^butl will not mention it— you 
** cannot, dare not fufpeft it — and as £ 
•* Ihall never be fo abandoned, as even to 
** difrcgard appearances, — my future be- 
*• haviour (hall be as blamelefs as my pafl: 
*^ intentions j — and I will compel you to 
« be afliamed of your prefent fufpicions. 
" I hope you will not infift upon my fit- 
*• ting down with fuch a wicked (not to 
♦* mention how defpicable a) being, who 
** has not only attempted to ftab an hi- 
** therto unblemifhed reputation, but to 
*' fow diffenfion between parties whofc 
** happinefs ought to be held facred !" — 
So faying, I was for retiring ivith pre- 
cipitation I — but my lord and mafter was 

by 
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hy no means in the complying mood s-^ 
he therefore, by his authority, or rathe? 
tny condefcenfion> placed me on my uAiaf 
feat, and I did the honours of his table 
with the utmoft grace a proud ofFended 
heart would permit. 

i(ut, riotwithrfanding my paffivenefe 
with refpeft to the above-mentioned ar- 
ticle, I was neither difpofed nor confent- 
ing to participate the repaft,^ — but remained 
Silent, referved, and unfociable j — the lat- 
ter of which my unfoiled plate was a mod 
inconteftible proof. — I at length obtained a 
happy releafe, — and have thus prefenred 
you with a a faithful account of every par-- 
ticular. How it will terminate I kno\v 
not ; but as inflaming his groundlefs jea- 
loufy would but prove a confirmation with 
the world of the juftice of it, I am de- 
termined to fupport every confequence in 
foch a manner as I flatter myfelf will beft- 
conduce i^ the end to my juilification. 

Adi^u^ 
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Adieu, my dear fitter ; — cruel or kind, 
I find my afFedion for you incapable of 
diminution. 



LETTER IX. 

Mifs HUTCHENS to Mifs BiNFIElCf. 

A Letter from Sir Matthew Sanxfey 
to mamma ! -^ what can it contain i 
— I die with ctiriofity.-»-She cannot furely 
be dead — flie has never ruin away.— I muft 
endeavour to learn the particulars. 



My mother has been pleafed to relax 
fomewhat of her referve, — and, on my 
entering her dreffing-room, put the letter 
ihe had juft received into my hands.— » 
« Read it," faid fhe, " Kitty,— read the 
^* mortifying contents! — I am, indeed. 

Vol. IL F foirj 



II 



w 
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*' ferry you fliould purchafe your km 
<« ledge of an illTnatured world at fo ( 
'' a price, as on the prefent occaf 
*' That poor thing is moft vilely, anc 
*Vdo believe, unjuftly traduced.— I c 
** not trace the leaft probability of de 
*' in the whole affair, — and muft conf 
" it as merely the cffeQ. of one of tl 
" unlucky chances that fometimes h 
*' the moft prudent and confiderate oi 
*' all. Yet, my child, it may teach 
** this one important truth, that in 
*' cretion is as capable of giving an i 
*' parable ftab to the faireft reputatioj 
*' aftual crimes ; — as in the latter ( 
*' the vexy worft is public in the firft 
** ftance, the former feems to imply n 
*' than our fight or penetration can reac 

A pretty kettle of fi(h has (he made 
it truly ! — Nothing would ferve her h 
Ihip, but retiring in the dumps to 
Matthew's old manfion near Portfmou 
—a moft convenient fituation for w 

I 
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foon enfued. The knight had an en- 
gagement — left her a few hours to her 
own inventions :— (he began immediately 
to exercife her authority as miftrefs. — The 
chaife by her orders is drawn out,-^and 
away ihe drives with pleafure enough I'll 
anfwer for her. 

The fellow had his cue. — Deep-laid 

artifice ! — You or I could by no means 

havp acquitted ourfelves fo cleverly upon 

fuch an occafion. He takes a route that 

brings them pop upon the colonel, who 

was either returning from a review, or 

foo^e preparatory parade j — and, the more 

ffefiualiy to conceal madam's forward- 

efs and indlfcretion, at the hazard of 

is own neck, overturns the carriage,— 

\d well was he paid for it without doubt ! 

\ cottage (you may judge how acci- 

tally) was at hand.— The lady is con- 

id to it by her gallant lover j— one 

\nt is difpatched for a furgeon — the 

F 2 oO^« 
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other incapable of attending to any oine 
but himfelf, — confequently the whole care 
of his miftrefs fell to the coloneFs (hare. 

The poor ignorant woman gives a ftrange 
account of that part of the fcene Ihe wa$ 
permitted to be witnefs of.-^Such loving, 
fuch fighing, fuch whining, and fuch 
dyings as furfeitsi one but to think of. 
The fervant, at length, returns with the 
furgcon, — who was led into an error by 
(at leaft) the colonel's fond behaviour, that 
I fuppofe occafioned my delicate coufin 
fome very delicate fenfations. As fure as 
you are alive, be concluded they were 
man and wife. 

It feems the gentleman fnapped him 
up very ihort, on his communicating the 
opinion he had conceived ;— r^ich, by 
the way, was very impolitic, as it only 
opened his mouth againft them both. Ma- 
dam was brought home in a fine condi- 
tion ;— but as Sir Matthew forbore being 
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inquifitive, and the fervants told no tales, 
flie hugged herfelf with the hope that all 
would blow over. 

The baronet, by his lady's perverfe 
fiars, was engaged that very day fortnight 
in a hunting match ;— and who fhould he- 
long to the fag Tend of the company, but 
the very furgeon already mentioned ? 

The whole party dined together, — and 
the fellow happening to be naturally volu* 
ble'and communicative, and not perfonally 
acquainted with the baronet, gave them 
the cottage adventure, as an addition to 
their entertainment. 

The ears of all prefent (except thofe of 
the dull doating bufband) were fuitably 
tickled ; — but that unfortunate gentle- 
man (who does not poflefs the brighteft 
underftanding) unable to fupport the mirth 
of the company, though by no means 
pointed, as the furgeon had prudently 
F 3 u^tftadi 
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named no names, — was fo mean ai 
diculous as to befhrew his owh neft. 

The company immediately fcrewed 
features into a lefs rifiblc form,— ^a£ 
to condole their neighbour's misfortui 
who, cafting about JFor revenge, s 
proper unravelling of every horrid cii 
ftance, gave Mr. Surgeon an invi 
to dine with him the next day. In 
my lady, to her unfpeakable cotif 
was confronted ; — and Sir Knight f 
cntly convinced of his diflionour. 

So far for information. — He then 
treats my mother to do him the.j 
to believe him incapable of taking a 
or rafli revenge ; — but hopes neithe 
nor any other of his wife's relations 
condemn him for (hewing fomerefent 
where the provocation is fo flagra 
that he found the colonel was embs 
but neverthelefs he had retrenched 1 
dyfhip's liberty, and could not fay 
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he fliould prevail upon himfelf to enlarge 
it : — that fhe had deceived him in a very 
grofs degree; for, notwithftanding he 
was fenfible (he had fome liking for Ding- 
ley, he had ever confidered her as a wo- 
man of the niccft honour, and the laft 
perfon who would have brought either 
herfelf or him into dif-reputation. 

He then concludes with wifhing he 
could prevail upon mamma to vifit Hamp- 
:ibire, in order to fatisfy herfelf that he 
has not exaggerated matters; and,, if pof- 
fible, trace out fome favourable circum- 
ftance to deliver his mind from the horror 
with which it is opprefled. — He cannot 
bear to be ftigmatifed, as is ufual in fuch 
cafes : — and he is convinced no perfon 
but herfelf can obviate that misfortune.'* 

My mother infifted upon my returning 
the curious epiftle (which I did without 
one comment the inftant I had per u fed 

F4 , it) 
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it) or I would have prefented you with 
a faithful tranfcript. 

Something may perhaps be ftruqk out 
of this incident. — Suppofe I ihould be 
sd>Ie to prevail upon her to let me be her 
proxy,— and by that means facilitate you^ 
journey; — for* thoujgh you are many 
miles diftant from Sir Matthew's, it fliall 
go hard with me but I will make you a 
vifit. What a happy adventure, if pro- 
duSive of fuch happy confequcnce$ ! 
Adieu. 



L E T.^ 
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LETTER X. 

Mifs HuTCHENs to Mrs. Batsoh. 

Madam^ 

NOTWITHSTANDING your vcry gen- 
teel requeft to mammae never more 
to permit her own child to a<^ the fecre- 
tary's part, I am again commiffioned to be 
]die conveyancer of difagreeable tidings. 

My coufin has unhappily rendered her- 
fdf the whole country and town's talk, — 
is a prifoner in her own houfe, — and, as 
her indifcretions have been mod: glarings 
it is very uncertain when fhe may obtain 
her enlargement. 

For my part, I cannot conceive what 
end (he could piopoic to herfelf in grant- 




74 The History o 

^ \\- £rrg the colonel an interview in s 

cottage. Could flie fuppofe the 
ignorance was^ a proper repofit< 
important a fecret ? — But your 
i ©nes are ever the moft liable to 

cFFpF. It feems the colonel wa 
unguarded in his behaviour, a 
the alarm. — The old cottager c 
neighbour,— who being fo lituj 
©ver-hear their whole converfati 
fiich a report, as I would mtj 
yott fliould conceive, than I defc 

It was at all times evident, 
jEfter was by no means indifFerej 
ing her colonel,— though fhe dt 
riifplaying her power, and rendt 
liciculous; — nor was it neceffa 
form any beholder how deepl3 
cauglu. I only mention this cin 
as a ftronger proof of the impri 
their meeting privately. — I own 
a mortify ing» as well as a very i 
iiffrfir. I am attacked wherever 
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and, notwithftanding all my efforts, am 
capable of making but an' indifferent de- 
fence. 

Suppofe my uncle was to exert himfelf 
upon the occafion ? — Perhaps he might 
be able to efte6l a tolerable accommoda- 
tion ; — otherwife God knows what may 
be the confequence. — Her reputation, 
however, in all events, is utterly demo- 
liflicd J — and though I may be fo unhappy 
as to incur your difpleafure a fecond time, 
in return for my concern for a thoughtlefs 
relation, I muft prefumc to repeat my 
wifh, that flie had ftill remained fafc in 
your harmlefs village.— A difpofition that 
is naturally mifchievous, cannot be better 
r^ilrained than by pure air and narrow 
precinfls. 

Mamma joins in proper condolancc for 
this family-misfortune, with, &c. &c. 



I.TLT. 



Pi 
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LETTER XI. 
Mrs, Batson to Mift HuTCiftNs* 

Madam, 

I SHOULD think myfelf inexcu(abfe, 
if I was to treat this fecond friendly 
cpiftle of yours as I did a former one, as 
St rea]Iy demands fomething more than 
filent contempt. 

Notwithftanding I have reafon to la- 
ment the opportunity my poor fifter'^ con- 
i\i£t has furnifhed you with, of fliinipg 
at her expence, I own you have reafon to 
rejoice at it, as neither I, nor any other 
perfon either of your family or acquaint- 
ance, could otherwife have difcovere^ the 
value of your heart. 

O Kitty, youth and profpcrity moft 
intolerably miflead you ! — But beware of 

misfor- 
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misfortunes : — you are by no means the 
more fecure from having hitherto ekraped ; 
—and bitter remorfe alone would be your 
portion in a fallen ftate, from your having 
been incapable of fixing one friend, even 
in the day of your faireft reputation. 

As to the worthy though unhappy ob- 
je& of your former envy and prefent af- 
kSted contempt, I muft tell you, that 
file had fufficient charity to cover (if pof- 
fible) even crimes ; — confequently the 
few indifcretions (he has committed, carry 
an amiable palliation along with them:— 
and I do proteft to you, that, afperfed 
and vilified as ihe is at this period, ihe 
has a thoufand times more merit in my 
eyes than the little, malicious, pert, un- 
feeling mortal, that would hunt her down^ 
only for her fuperior excellence. 

Come, Mifs Kitty, I intreat you would 

' come and vifit our little village. — Her 

praifes^ the praifes of every one that has 
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known diftrefs, would foon grate youf 
unwilling ears. She never exulted in any 
one's misfortunes J — fhe never handed 
about a cruel fcandalous tale, whatever its 
foundation,— but induftrioufly checked its 
progrefs, whenever propagated : — fhe was 
a general reftorer and preferver of peace ; — 
the aged and afflifted found eafy accefs 
to her;— and fhe rgoiced in a far greater 
degree, when fhe could warm the h^rt 
of the one wiih joy, and the other with 
confolation, than fuch a difpofition as 
yours is capable of doing, even upon fo 
agreeable an occafion, as levelling per- 
k&lon, 

I have enclofed fome letters to my aunt, 
that will fet this matter in a very different 
light to what it at prefent appears.— She 
v/ill not fail to do the injured juflice,— 
and perhaps you may very foon be enabled 
to enter public affemblies without your 
delicate and friendly apprehenfions of 4 
inortifying attacks. Truth will^and muft 
3 prevail^ 
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prevail, however crufhed for a time ; — 
and I only hope, for the reputation of the 
family, that your future conduct may 
never bring a greater ftain upon your ho- 
nour, or wound your mother's peace more 
iiifupportably, than the late fleps^ of my 
valuable £fter has done. 

No human being ever could attain per- 
fefiion, or I ihould flatter myfelf widi 
living to fee the only blemifh in lady 
Sanxfey's nature totally eradicated. As I 
write to my aunt, I have no coiumiffion* 
to charge you with ; — therefore only beg 
your acceptance of all 4ue thanks for the 
favour you have conferred upon^ &c. &c* 



LET- 
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LETTER XII. 

Mrs. Batson to Mrs. Hutchens* 

My Dear Madam, 

I AM fenfible how great a ihock it muft 
be to your humane heart, to have 
the reputation of a poor unthinking (tho* 
by no means criminal) creature iofkd 
about fo mercilefsly as my fitter's is at 
prefent. But I will not complain of the 
world ; — what quarter can be expe6bd 
from ftrangers, when our own family be- 
gin the cry againft us ? 

However blameable lady Sanxfey*s con- 
duel^ with refpedt to the difpofition of 
her perfon, the accident that has wounded 
her fame is as groundlefs as malicious. 
1 cannot give you a better idei of the 
world's injuftice, than by putting her un- 

difguifed 
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difguifed fentiments into your hands,— 
Her language was ever the language of fin- 
cerity, and, however (he may have de- 
fcended to err, fhe fcorns to deceive. 

As to the wretch who is now moft un- 
happily mafter of her fate, flie is abun- . 
dantly his fupcrior, even in her prefent 
difgraceful circumftances ; — far, at leafl:, 
her manner of fupporting his ill treatment 
of her has a merit in it, that his ungene- 
rous foul muft never pretend to. I have 
hitherto dealt out reprehenfion and in- 
ftruftion with a liberal hand ;— but I muft 
acknowledge, notwithftanding the advan- 
tage a mere ftander-by has, upon every 
occafion, over the parties engaged, (from 
being free from paiEon, and devoid of pre- 
judice,) that (he could not have a£led more 
properly by the beft advice I am capable of 
giving, — than fhe has now done from the 
dilates of her own prudence and under- 
ftanding. — Yes, my aunt, I am proud to 
think with how much dignity and pro- 

VoL. II. G ^u^^^ 
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priety (he has conduced herfelf towards 
her candid Judge, and moft corjclenthus 
accufer. 

I would be the laft pcrfon to encourage 
or juftify rebellion in a wife ;— but, con- 
. fidering the natural pride of my fifteF*5 
heart (the bad efFe^ls of too great kidul- 
gence) ^nd the wrong, provokmg, and 
illiberal meafures Sir Matthew has taken 
with her, I could not deny her the afylum 
.of friendftiip, if {he was to deliver herfelf 
from all undue reilraint, by an abfolute 
elopement. 

It is well her enemies had the prudence 
to lie clofe until the colonel was (afely 
embarked : — I am miftaken if he would 
not other vvife have moil feverely chaftifcd 
them; — not that it would have contri- 
buted in the leaft to heal her wounded 
fame, — but human nature could not have 
borne fuch villany unmoved. 

The 
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The teftimony of the fervants, the 
t)oor old woman's depofition, would have 
more weight with the fenfible and well- 
difpofed, than any other evidence ; — and 
I (hall never reft, nntil a proper perfon is 
employed to examine them. I need not 
apologize to you for giving you this trou- 
ble, as I am fenfible your heart is fuch, 
that you find your reward in the execution 
of every worthy and benevolent adion. 



LETTER Xlir. 
Goody Jackson to Colonel Dingley, 

Good Your Honour, 

AS the old proverb fays, " When wd 
'* want to beat a dog, we are ne- 
« ver at a lofs for a ftick."— That fweet 
gentlewoman that you brought to our hut 
in (o piteous a condition, has been v^r^ 
G 2 xou^\^ 
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roughly handled fince you left thefe parts, 
and for no.vaHsd thing, but your honour^ 
kindnefs to her. 

Here have I and my poor gaffer bcett 
raifed out of our beds, both early and 
late, to tell gentlefolks and gentlefolks 
the fame ftory. 

" Why," fays I, « fo far from any 
** harm being done, there was not the 
'* leaft fign of a bad intention : — the gen- 
*' tleman, God love him, is but ill re- 
** warded for his goodnefs^-p-To be fure, 
'* I thought he would have died upon the 
*' fpot with grief j-T-and when he went 
** under the fhed, though I durft not 
** fpeak, I fee'd all through a hole in the 
** thatch, and verily thought he was dif- 
*♦ trailed mad.— Ah, that helovcs the lady, 
^' is as certain fure, as that I (land- here 
*' alive;— but with no more ill than the 
«< love of a baby.— It pitied me forcly to 
" fee the fad condition (he was m ;— and 

« then 
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•* then the fpeechcs he made^ — and, 
*' again, her anfwers, would have pierced 
** a heart of ftone : — I am fure not even 
*< patient Griflel, or th^ Children in the 
•* Wood, was ever half fo moving." 

But, howfomdever, all would not do; 
*-I can't fpeak your gentlefolks lingo,— 
and fo they put ill JiruSiions on what I 
faixiy and turned it all their own way. 
Indeed, I know my own s know— if fome 
folks (good for nothing as they are) had 
not been falfe-hearted and bribed, as a 
body may fay, this could nev^r have hap- 
pened. — Well, pride and malice feldom 
thrive^— I myfelf fee him o*er-paid for his 
trouble, — and he need not fure have 
blabbed. But God's will muftbe done !— * 
The Lord fend the poor lady may not be 
brought to her grave amongft them. I 
hope your honour will not blame us, nor 
be lefs kind to poor Matt, if you fhould 
light of him ; — for we would ferve you 
>y night or by day, and have reafon to 

G J \i\d% 
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blefs the hour that brought you to our 
hut. 

I walked o'er to your landlord at Portf- 
mouth, as you directed, and got him to 
write this, as. Lord help me, I can nei- 
ther write nor read, or I would tell you 
what he fays of you;— but he will put 
nothing in that he does not like, -p and I 
had a deal of treaty to get him to give my 
own ftilejr-" But," (aid I, ^< his ho- 
f* nour knows my heart fo well, that if 
** you will not write it as I fpeak it, he 
" won't be above half-pleafed/'-r-So no 
more at prefent, than kind love to Matt^ 
from your honour*^ &q, JJcc. 



LETr 
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LETTER XIV, 
Colonel DiNGLEY to Mr. Brooksbank. 

IT is true, Ned, that I have removed 
myfelf at a cruel diftance from my 
beloved Mifs Ptttborough, but have by no 
means found the diffipation I fought for^ 
However, I am at prefent roufed from 
my melancholy dcpreffion, by an unex- 
pected incident. My mind, in fome de« 
gree, experiences its ufual afiivityj— my 
invention is cafting about for ways and 
means ; — and my imagination has ftarted 
(with fome friendly affiftance) an imper- 
fect plan of a purfuit, that will afford me 
much bufinefs, if not amufement. 

You muft have learned the termination 
of our expedition from the public papers. 
—Be that as it may, I am not now di£- 
G 4 ^Q&4 
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pofed to enter upon the fubjeft ; 
more intercfting employment foj 
— Read, read the enclofed; — ar 
not fix upon fome method of j 
every malicious accomplice in 
black affair,— conclude that mj 
tunes have deftroyed both my cap 
underftanding ! 



m 
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Mifs Kitty Hutchens, as the g 
ginal, (hall alfo be duly remen 
The obligations (he has confer 
me, fhall be repaid with interef 
fecure her from every fpecies of i 
but her humiliation {hall be fe 
as confpicuous as the fun 1 M 
pretty well formed with refpe£ 
but not yet ripe for execution 
not, therefore, anticipate the p 
full communication will hereafi 
you, by premature hints. — As 
Surgeon, and his co-operator, S 
of the poft, tlicy may depend oi 
jfcr vices. 
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Do you not admire the honeft fimplici- 
tics of the poor creature's fiile? — (for I am 
fenfible every exprefSon is her own) her 
amanuenfts is a worthy hearted fellow, and 
would neither ^dd nor diminifh, except 
where he himfelf was concerned. 

Little did I imagine, when I gave her 
the injun<5lion to inform me of every 
dunge or incident, and engaged hispro- 
mifc of affifting her good intention with 
his (kill in a fcience it is her misfortune 
to be unacquainted with ; — that ihe would 
fo foon have had fo juft and fo extraqrdi- 
fiar}- an occafion for complying with it. 

1 do aflure you, I have gained a treafure 
m iter ion Matt, whom I have placed about 
my&lf.— His difpofition is fo valuable, and 
his underftanding fo ftrong, that (but for 
the cloud of illiteratenefs) I would have 
made a better provifion for him ; — but is 
AQt contentment fuperior to worldly ho- 
|K)ur or aiBuence ? 

I (hall 
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1 fbalt return to England in a few weelt 
at fartbcft ;-but obferve — incog. — as a 
report will prevail, and yoti muft give a 
fan&ion to it, by afieding to believe it, 
that I am making a fecond tour to thofe 
places you and I viGted with fo much de- 
light fome feven or eight years ago, to finiih 
cur education, as the phrafe is. I do not 
mean to truft my fclf with even one fight of 
Ae perfon on earth I moft wifh to fee, virhat- 
ever opportunities my difguife may furnifli 
mc with, as the feaft would be dearly 
bought, and only revive fatal remem- 
brances. 

*« My dear Mifs Kitty Hutchens, how 
•* far was I from conceiving that your idea 
*' could ever give me delight !— But I now 
^ profefs myfclf your very humble fervant; 
•' — nor will I renounce the intire devotion 
*' of my perfon and abilities to prove my- 
^ felf fuch, until I have brought you toac- 
«* knowle^e the juflicc of my proceedings 
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*' For your fake, and the fake of a kw 
** other perfons almoft equally beloved, I 
'** forego all my former refolutions j — for 
** your fake I feel the utmoft impatience to 
*' return to a country I fo lately quitted 
^* with anguiih and difguft j — for your fake 
** I will exert the choiceft endowments of 
** my head and heart j nor will I fpare a 
** confiderable expence to convince you of 
^f my beft friend(hip. 

** How could I be fo long blind to your 
** numberlefs perfeilions ? Are not your 
** eyes brighter than the day, your lips the 
^< pureft coral, your voice the perfe<aion 
•* of harmony, and your breaft the refi- 
^« dence of the Graces ? No rafli defign, 
** no envious fenfation, no breach of ve- 
" racity, no malicious pleafure ever agi- 
" tated your gentle heart, 

•* Ah, why was it neceflary for me ta 
** wander far, far'diftant from your habi- 
** tation to difcover your ineftimable worth i 

^« -^But 
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•• — B>tt do not; punifli m^fof «d 
•* lary tranfgreffion — Blindiwfe 
•^ fortune, not a fault.— I no f 
•* my error, than it is lamented 1 
Pity therefore, moft kindly pity 
^ion you bave reduced me to ; 
^ Kne into favour^ %nd prove pro] 
** tay wilhes*'* 

Prithee, Ned, don^ congfude th 
poftrophe to Mifs Hutchens is tl 
rion of a frantic bftin :— no, my un 
iing has feldom been clearer than at] 
But you need not pu?ile your rati 
ijmagi nation for a folution of the 
iJor J tell you as a friend, that yc 
fcul yourfelf as wide from the poi 
copclufion as beginning of youi 
tjuresy-^and reft affured that in- d 
will prefent you with a key^ 
• 

Is this the language of ^n Undon< 
— dt wretch that cannot boaft even 
fiUkMii ray of hope for his fupporl 
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has fo recendy been deprived of thegreateft 
blcifing nature could beflow, and notontf 
finds it torn from his own hands, but 00m- 
mttted to the pofleffion of— It will not do: 
*<^how foon I am out of my depth, when 
I once venture into this troubled water f 

But let tne tell you, notwithftanding I 
cannot conquer my weaknefs, I have learnt 
torellrain it.— A negleSed perfon, an ia- 
ootifillent behaviour, no longer tell officious 
tales, and prodainj me unfortunate ; — but I 
sm become fpruce, colleded, chatty, and 
compofed. — I can a(k aqueftion with tolc* 
nblc pertinence, and give orders without 
excidng the ftare cff amazement*— I can 
fpcod a comfortable hour with honeft Matt 
Jackfon, who, though my fcrv^ant, isencou-^ 
raged to relate his humble adventures with 
the prolixity he loves. 

He indeed is now and then fo bewildered 
in his relation, he knows not how to difen- 
Unglc himfclf, a perverfe Sufan having Ui 

Yuxa 
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•• — Bt*t do not punijfti me fof an 
•* lary tranfgreflion — ^Blindnefs i 
•^ fortune, not a fault.— I no ft 
•* my error, than it is lamented I 
^ Pity therefore, moft kindly pity 
•^ ikion you bave reduce^ me to ;. 
•^ BRiC into favour^ and prove prof 
** »y wilhes*'* 

Prithee, Ned, don^t conclude dv 
poftrophe to Mifs Hutchens is tl: 
rion of a frantic brtin i^— no, my un 
ing has feldom been clearer than at] 
But you need not pu?zle your rath 
iniagi nation for a folution of the 
iJor J tell you as a friend, that yo 
fcul yourfelf as wide from the poj 
foflclufion as beginning of your 



Mis« PITTBORODGa 91 

has fo recendy been depriyjcd of thegfea!?eft 
blcifing nature could beftour, and fiot<od^ 
finds it torn from his own hand's^ butoom- 
iBitted to the pofleffion of— It will not do: 
«*«*-how foon I am out of my depth, wheii 
I once venture into this troubled water i 

But let tne tell yon, notwfthftandrng I 
cannot conquer my weaknefs, I have learnt 
to r^ftraih it.— A neglefted pcrfon, an iA- 
confident behaviour, no longer tell officious 
tales, and prodainj me unfortunate ; — but I 
am become fpruce, colleded, chatty, and 
compofed.— I can afk aqueftion with tok* 
lable pertinence, and give orders without 
exciting the ftareof amazement*— I can 
fpend a comfortable hour with honeft Matt 
Jackfon, who, though my ftrs^ant, iscncoa-^ 
raged to relate his humble adventures with 
the prolixity he loves. 

He indeed is now and then fo bewildered 
in his relation, he knous not how to difen- 
tangle himfelf, a perverfe Sufan having led 
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him a moft difgraceful dance ; but a finite 
from his mader accompanied with an ^'Ob 
^* Matt, never be afhamed of what emperors 
*^and kings have pradtifed ages ago.^The 
*^ little god delights in fportive tricks — and 
** the more fmcere the heart, the more ridi- 
*« culous the behaviour;—" cuts the thread, 
and he again runs on a vaft length without 
any interruption. I know you will rejoice 
2t every expedient that contributes to lull 
the forrows of your friend into a pleafing 
forgetfulnefs, though forever fo fhort a pe- 
riod. 

Philofophers and princes have had their 
rattles, nor are Matt Jackfon's amours lefs 
innocent or lefs entertaining than the beft 
of them. 



LET. 
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LETTER XV. 
Colonel DiNGLEY to Goody Jacksow. 

My Worthy Old Friend, 

I Sincerely thank you for your kind let- 
ter, and rejoice that I have the power 
to make you fome amends in the perfon of 
your fon. 

The place had furrendered before our ar- 
rival, confequently there was no other work 
left for us to do, but to eftablifli a garrifon, 
I foon found your fon out amongft the re- 
covered prifoners : he had languifhed fomc 
months with a wound in his (houlder. I 
put him under our furgeon's care, and he 
is even now fo well, as to be able to walk 
abroad. He would have, wrote to you him- 
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felf, but for-reafons you need not be ir 
fornied of : however, he will put his mai 
to my letter for your better fatlsfadior 
But though ftoutly recovered, I believe h 
is difqualified for his majefty*s future fcj 
vice, I will therefore take him into mine 
and if kind treatment can compenfate h 
the lefs honourable appointment, he fha 
be no lofer. 

I am much concerned at the. trouble yo 
mention has been given you ; but I hof 
foon to be in England with your fon i 
my hand, when we will forget all forme 
difappointments, and give one hour to tb 
honeft raptures that will warm your vtlu 
able hearts. 

- I am, &c. &c. 
• 

P. S. My thanks and good wiihe^ at 
tend my old friend and landlord. 



LET 
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LETTER XVI. 
Lady Sanxsey to Mrs. Batson. 

QTILL, my dear fitter, things con- 
*^ tinue in the fame mortifying ftate ; all 
ac^commodation I fear is imprafticable. He 
cannot forget, and / am incapable of for- 
giving ; therefojfe the breach muft ever re- 
inain. 

We dined together yefterday, when he 
vouchfafed to tell me, in a mumbling un- 
friendly accent, that he expe£ted a vifitor. 
I received the intformation with modeft fi- 
lence,— which was conftrued into negle£^, 
contempt, and a horrid oiFence. tVe had 
a pretty warm altercation on the fubjeft, 
when he flounced out of the room, and I 
retired to my own apartment, to this twj 

Voi.JL H A2.iVvtv^ 
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darling employment : which was 

profitably, or mod fatisfadorily entei 
ed', I will not prefume to determine. 

I am greatly puzzled to guefs who 
he can cxpeft ; but I dare believe it is 
bottle companion, that, however he' 
contribute to chear his hours, will 
render mine more miferable. 

Oh my fitter, how does the expti 
of one^ 6f your letters Written in nx) 
of folly, occur to me, whenever I vie^ 
faded forril : '' It WaS; coiifcious inte 
*' alone that could enlighten my coi 
*' nance." I have deprived myfeif of 
and every charm is fled, agreeable to 
fatal prediftion. 

I have lately read over the matrim 
fervice, and am aftoniihed I was not 
with horror at that tremendous chj 
** As you (hall anfwer it at the dreadfu 
** of judgment, &c/' But though ] 

kno\ 
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iowlege it Is far from being any extenua- 
onof my guilt, I really was fo agitated by 
ifentment and mortified pride,- that I was 
icapable of attending to one fyllable. A 
tetty condition of mihd, indeed, for en- 
uring into fo folemn an engagement ! and 
fe event is as happy as fuch a beginning 
romifed. 

I have been a wife how tlirfied of tv/tf 
lonthi?^ and have hievei' been permitted, 
hce the fatal accident of the chaife, to havd 
ne will or inclination 6f my own grati- 
td. —I have not a retiring place; my clofet 
I no longer an afylum; I am as liable to 
e broke in upon there, as in the moft pub- 
c apartment* 

If I attempt to perform any a£l of de - 
bttpn, I ztA fure to be interrupted ; and I 
itn fo difcompofed by the feveral paflions 
hif are roufed by a fenfe of indignities, 
Aat I cannot return to it. But I have 
beard my dear father fay, that the duties 
Hz «A 
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of a chriftian do not eonfift in out^ 
forms ; for tl\at, by conforming to ^ 
ceflity of our ^^ditions for coatcience 
and performing the good wtjihin our pc 
will be much more acceptable than 
barely honouring oi: pra,ifjng our Cr< 
with our lips, when our hearts are far 
him. 

I am much beholden to you, for th 
feilionate concern you exprefs for 
health and reputation : you may de 
upon it, it (hall be my care, as far as 
able, to heal the one, and prefervc 
other.— But I hear a chaife -. — this im 
of curiofity convinces me I am by no n 
dead to the world, though literally b 
to all its enjoyments. 

Well Nancy, Sir Matthew has ii 
taken a moft effeftual method to re 
mend himfelf to my favour, by the < 
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-panion he has chofe for kne.— What ! was 
the ravage triumph incomplete, unlefs in 
participation with another ? Was it not 
fufficient that he himfelf beheld the cruel 
effefts of his feverity in my emaciated body 
and depreffed fpirits, but he muft fUmmons 
my conftant well-wifher Mifs Kitty Hut- 
chens to be a witnefs of it? — But I will 
even in this refpeft, as heretofore, defeat 
his malice by patient refignation. 

She will, I doubt not, be all ill-nattrred 
pleafure from top to toej — nor will (he 
let one opportunity flip, of punifhing my 
well-remembered defpicable vanity and ex- 
ultation at the ridotto. I, indeed, had 
fome little excufe for my folly ; for I had 
not then forfeited— the colonel was my 
own.— But her motive for punifhing it, can 
have no other foundation than barbarous 
leverfge. We were at leaft upon equal 
terms, and I could only make myfelf ri- 
diculous and contemptible s but (he will 
H 3 vvoNf 



^02 T^e His t.o ft y of . 

now be guilty of the moft ung^ 
infult. 

I am calje<} to (ppper with what ap 
I may. 

J. E T T E R XVII. 
Mifs HuTCHENs to Mifs Binfie 

OMy dear girl, I have moft fu 
fully carried every point my 
was fet upon, and have now the ph 
of writing to you from Sir Matthew J 
ley's. 

My mother had a multitude of n 
for declining the baronet's invitation 
clofed with my propofal of becominj 
reprefentative, with all the willingn 
could either wi(h or defire. I fent i 
compliments and apologies to his kr 



t»r 5*"^ nifc a »; n ■'^ journey c • 
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My lady wais pleafed not to make hef 
appearance until the fupper was ferved in. 
She faluted me coldly,-:- and took her feat 
with well-difTembled dignity.— It is plain 
the colonel has told her the impofition { 
pradifed upon his credulity. 

Sir Matthew, wirh all the indifference 
of a feven years marriage, (though you well 
know when he was noofed) difregarding 
his lady, paid me all the civility and court 
imaginable. My tafte, my undcrftanding, 
my good-nature, and politenefs, were very 
prettily complimented by him j— and upon 
the whole, I don*t think him in any de- 
gree fo defpicable as ufual. 

Upon my word, her ladyfliip is finely 
altered : her eyes are funk into her bead j 
— the much admired daub of»her cheeks 
totally wafhed off j — her face the length of 
my arm ;— and her voice humility itfelf.— 
O matrimony, matrimony, what miracles 
thou arc capable of producing ! 

Shf? 
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She retired fomewhat fooncr than the 
rules of good-breeding prefcribe — ^^but Jeft 
me her baronet to coquet and entertain me. 

To-morrow we are to traverfe the anti*. 
quated garden; — repeat couplets from a 
variety of poets, who have been foolifljly 
enamoured of rural fcenes ; — drink our 
coffee in a ruinous alcove ; and conclude 
the evening at piquet. 

In a day or two we fhall take an airing 
to the cottage of cottages,— where the fur- 
geon of furgeons will be appointed to meet 
us, and her proud lady (hip is deftined to 
Ic of the party. — Judge of my friendfhip, 
when in the midft of fuch bufy fcenes, I 
with pleafure devote a not inconfiderablc 
fliare of my hours to your amufement. 

® ^ @ ^ @ 

Tuefday noon. 

As I hate to do things by halves, I was 
unwilling to difpatch my letter without ac- 
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jquainting.you with the fuccefs of our ex 
jcurfion to Goody Jackfon*8, as I thin' 
the old wretch is called. Behold me, the: 
returned, and no great light obtaine< 
The woman is partial, the furgcon refcn 
^d, and my lady as mute as a mackariL 

<< She difdains, you muft tmdeirftand) a 
** tempting to juftifyherfelf : — the world h 
•^ her confent to judge her as unfavourab 
** as it pleafes. —Unmerited cenfure is b 
*' a flight calamity,— when compared wi 
^ cruel infult" (including my behavioui 
fuppofe in the latter.) 

I am glad, however, that we have pic 
cd up a companion that is tolerably liv 
Jy and intelligent. — We took his furgeo 
fhip home with us, and, in fliort, co 
trived to fpend a very fprightlyifh kind 
an uninflpid evening. 

But I begin to apprehend that I (h 
iopn grow weary of my fituation, unl 

Ic 
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J can be fo happy as to contrive fo^ 
;neans of obtaining your company.— j 
muft fhtter up this mortal of a baronet, 
and who knows but I may bring matters 
jto bear ? 



LETTER XVIII. 

Lady Sanxsey to Mrs Batson. 

I AM humbled, my Nancy, to the very 
duft. My prefent condition afe£b me 
>eyond what I have ever yet experienced ; 
ndlam abundantly convinced, that no 
isfortunes are fo grievous as thofe that 
ar a confcioufnefs along with them that 
; ourfelves have been the author of them. 

Vhat was ficknefs to the mifery I now 
ures furrounded by fympathizin^ af- 
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■fifting friends J— nothing left unfaid, no- 
thing left undone) to footh the mind into 
peace, and relieve the fuffering body ? 

I would gladly fupport myfelf with re- 
folution and propriety, notwithftanding 
the weight of my mortifications is intole- 
rable to me, for many reafons. To make 
atonement, nay, if poffible, wipe off the 
remembrance of paft follies ; to prefervc 
your heart from too great affliftion ; to 
merit the continuance of a certain perfon's 
approbation,; and defeat the malice of the 
moft unfeeling wretches upon earth ; is 
worth a fir uggle.— They (hall not triumph 
whilfl my health and reafon remain un- 
affecSled : fliould they fail, — I know not 
how low I may fink. 

But I am miferably harrafTed. No fatis- 
faflion without, — reproaches and bitter 
repentance within ; — bandied and ridiculed 
on the one hand, — brow- beat and mifufed 
•n the other ; — is it to be borne ? 

Your 
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Your conduS as free from blame, as 
your heart has ever been from unworthy 
inclinations, how inconceivably happy are 
your days in comparifon of mine ! 

An afFeftionate, indulgent, and difcreet 

child J a faithful, obliging, and tender wife ; 

— a fincere, conftant, and invaluable 

friend ;— and a kind, judicious, nayalnioft 

prophetic advifer ; is not the oppofite fate 

we have incurred moft incontcftably juft ? 

Had I but beheld you with the fame eyes 

fome few months ago, how great would - 

have been my deliverance ! — But no. I 

hduld then have retained my propenfity to 

rror (which nothing but the fevere hand 

^a£Bi(Slion was able to eradicate,) and per- 

\ps (hould have plunged myfelf into evils 

yond even what could reach me in my 

!fent ftate. 

'ou muft allow me to fay, that the for- 

ire of one affedlion, that is fo unmerit- 

continued to me, would have exceeded 
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a million other calamities; and that the 
certainty, that hbwever I may AiflFer in 
the world's opinion, I (hall be amply re- 
compenfed there ; that my undue perfecu- 
tions, as he was the innocent caufe of them, 
will not fail to endear me to his heart; 
fpfreads a gleam of fatisfadion and confo- 
lation over the whole dark fcene, and will 
bear me through a long, long fucceffion of 
difficulties. 

The cruel knight, exulting Kitty, anJ 
bafe furgeon, are the only companions I 
have allowed me. The fervanis are all 
creatures of Sir Matthew's chuiing j Argos- 
cyej, malicfous-minded, unfeeling.— Tears 
would but expofe me to ridicule ;— an out- 
rageous behaviour would but furnifh them 
with weapons againft me ;— and even my 
command of temper and conftrained re- 
fignation fubjecSs me to the vileft of fufpi- 
cions and cenfure.— Do you not thiok, my 
fitter, I have a hard card to play ? — Yet 
be affured I will play it with judgment, and 
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ope (however extravagant) that the 
nil flill be mine. 

gh fpirit has ever been imputed to 
but can any meeknefs, any forbear- 
urpafs what I now praSife? Who'' 
have imagined, that flie who was lb 
ible of every the moft minute indigo 
-whofe pride was flaming out almoft 
the fliadow of provocatioii could 
t;— ^who' v/as fo tenacious of her 
and privileges, that, in order to fe* 
lem from infringement, (he would 
them before they could be juftly (aid 
ttacked ;-7C0uld ever have tamely 
red to fuch unexpe(^d, fuch unjuf- 
reftraint? 

do not put a better eonftrufHon on 
laviour than it deferves. I ftill feek, 
thirft for admiration, though of a 
ibftantial kind than ufual ; — for the 
is, my fentiments and inclination 
iken a quite new turn. 
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What does my good fother fay of I 
mortified daughter's condud?-*In wh 
eftimatlon am I held by your generous hu 
band ? If they are fevere in their cenfuR 
where Ihall 1 hide my head ? — But it is ir 
poffible ; they are, as far as human frail 
will admit, the fame to-day, yefterday, ai 
to-morrow. — They are endued with t 
moft lively fenfations of humanity ; — eve 
religious duty is ftriftly obferved by then 
their hearts, their arms^ will ever be op 
to the repentant, confequently their cor 
paiBon and good wiihes will be mine. 

How, in the wanton gaiety of my difp 
fition, have I thrown afide your faluta 
epiftles, as dull and phegmatic ! — I am fe 
fible of the fate fuch a letter as this wot 
have met with from mej — ^)ut it is i 
friend and fifter who will receive it, and 
have me fomewhat rational will be a . 
commendation with her beyond the m 
brilliant ftrokes of humour. — If I forb< 
writing unt 1 I can meet with an agn 

3 ■ «1 
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Me fubje£^, I fear I muft wait till time 
would be no more, at leaft with 

Your's, &c. &c. 



LETTER XIX. 
Colofiel DiNGLEY to Mr. Brooksbank. 

Nothing new, Ned, under the fun.— 
Your old friend colonel Dingley 
no longer exifts; — he has for fome days 
been tranfmigrated into John Jones, an 
lunrible one-ey'd Welch man, and fervant 
) captain Briton, a gentleman you are un- 
quainted with : in which capacity he and 
I wife, a pretty fpruce handy young wo- 
m, arrived fafe, latelaft night, at Portf- 
uth, accompanied like wife by honefl: 
tt Jackfon, the colonel's once choice 
panion and very great favourite, 

OL. II. 1. A.\iW\L 
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A black bandage over the left eye^ an 
intolerable ftoop in the (houlderS) and t 
pair of aukward dangling arms, are all the 
perfonal perfedlions this John Jones can 
boaft. — How ftrangc a metamorphofis of 
your quondam . ftrutting friend ! — The 
good wife is to continue only one five mi- 
nutes longer in this corrupt place, as fhe 
has relations to vifit, in a diftant part of 
the country ; but John is to be condufted, 
immediately after her departure, to Jack- 
fon's cottage, there to enjoy pleafurcs un- 
known to afpiring hearts. 

However colonel Dingley, by one An- 
gular attachment, fufFcred his life to be a 
continued gloom, in the perfon of John 
Jones, he is far from being an objeS of 
companion. He can boaft as indulgent a 
mafter as ever fell to worthy lad*8 (hare 4 
has free accefs to his purfe ; their wardrobe 
is in common ; and when John is difpofed 
to crack a chearful bottle, he is by no 
means deemed an unacceptable tete-a-tete^ 
for the captain. 
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The truth is, that this noble captain 
Briton has not a fingle fpark of pride in 
his whole compofition }— noris it poffible 
to perfuade him that this fimple fervant 
(becaufe he is happily pofTefTed of the re* 
putation of an honeft fellow) is not a more 
refpedlable and valuable perfon, than the 
fimpering countenanced,* but bafe-hearted 
lord. 

Poor Matt was fincerely grieved at 
lofing his patron ; but as the calamity was 
irretrievable, he was too much the hero 
not to fubmit with a foldierly refignation; 



Saturday Evening. 
Never was any thing fo comfortable as 
my prefent fituation : the grateful cot- 
tagers make but little or no diftinflion be- 
tween me and their own fon, as they un- 
derhand I was his friend in his hour of 
laflBidtion, and an equal favourite with 
I 2 colonel 
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colonel Dinglcy— which is more than fuf- 
ficient to engage their warmeft fervices and 
attachment. 

Captain Briton goes to-morrow to Sanx- 
fcy church, on purpofe to feaft his eye* 
with a riew of Mifs Hutchens ; who it 
feems has been fome time upon a vidt at 
the baronet's, forely to the mortification 
of her amiable coufin. 

From the love I bear her, I have fre- 
quently made her the fubjeft of my con- 
verfation, and have given him an honeft 
dcfcription of both her mind and perfon ; 
and, would you believe it ? he is become fo 
enamoured of them, by the mere ftrength 
of imagination, that had we not fo unex- 
pectedly found her in our very mouths on 
our firll arrival, he had refolved to ride 
poll to London, in order, if pofEble, to 
recommend himfclf to her favour. 
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He has a friend or two whom he in- 
tended calling upon in this part of the 
world, when he had happily fucceeded 
with the lady ; therefore, her prefent fitu- 
ation will fave him much difficulty and fa- 
tigue.— He is a very pretty martial look- 
ing figure,— fports his BrufTels ruffles and 
diamond ring,— and has a fund of elegant 
fmall-talk at his fingers ends ; therefore if 
Mifs Kitty (hould make a conqueft of his 
heart, and he vigoroufly attacks her's, who 
knows what.m^y happen i 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Sunday Evenings 
The bufinefs is done, Ned. -^ Mifs Kate 
has (hot the captain's heart through and 
through, and he is preparing to begin a 
regular fiege : he was for ftorm, but I 
fay, no. I love people (hould ufc their 
own difcretion upon thefe occafions ; we 
9re fure no provifions can be carried into 
tfec garrifon without our Jtnowlcdge, 2a vi^ 

I 3 \i>N^ 
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have already fccured every pafs ; therefore 
the lady's ftrength and refolution (hall b< 
brought to the teft, by being ftarved intc 
compliance. 

He ogled her fo particularly even pti 
this hisfirft reconnoitring, as to attrad hei 
obfervation ; and in dead of receiving re- 
bukive, he protefts (be beftowed many 
encouraging glances upon him ; but how 
far his vanity may deceive him in the af- 
fair^ I will not be anfwerable. 

Sir Matthew and a certain lady were 
likewife at church.— One figh for old ac- 
quaintance fake is but natural.— The cap- 
tain defcribes her as ftill lovely, though pale 
and dejefted. — How the colonel would 
have raved at the recoliedion of what 
ihe ought to have been, had he heard this 
report!— He would rather have loft his 
life thaa have fufFered Sir Matthew to 
perfift in this cruel and unjuft treatment 
of her ^ — he would have left nothing unat^ 
3 \R.m^\sA^ 
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tempted, nothing unaccomplUhed, to clear 
her reputation from that flur, the blackeft 
malice alone could ever have fix'd upon 
it ; — he would— but as for poor John, he 
can only wi(h it was poffible to produce 
fome happy change in her affairs, for po- 
verty and ignorance muft reftrain him 
from even one prepofterous fcheme, which 
could not fail to expofe him to contempt^ 
mortification, and difappointment, in- 
ftead of rendering him ferviceable, and 
occadon Mifs Pittborough an increafo 
of infult and bafe feverity. 



LET. 
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LETTER XX. 
Mifs HuTCHENs to Mifs Binfielb. 

RESTORED to new life, how a- 
greeably was I furprifed, my dear, 
this bleffed morning, to find a well-drelfed 
officer in fo mean, fo difmally fituated, 
a church, as the pne I at prefent frecjuent. 
The congregation, except the baronet's 
family, confifts merely of a handful of 
miferable ruftics, the inhabitants of an ir- 
regular range of thatched hovels at about 
a mile's diftance. 

The poor wretches were utterly inca- 
pable of devotion ;— the elegant ftranger'i 
dazzling coat, immenfe genteel fword, 
and, in (hort, whole appearance fo per- 
fe£tly fuitable and confident with the man 

of 



Miss PITTBOROUGH. tit 

of fafliion, petrified them vfith aftonifh* 
ment and admiration. 

I had the pleafure foon to perceive that 
he was a man of gallantry.— He fingled 
me out, not in preference to the Hotten- 
tots, but her langui{hing ladyfhip, as bed: 
meriting his attention and contemplation* 
I proteft the unexpe£lednefs of his pre- 
fence, and the diftindionhe was pleafed to 
pay me in the face of all beholders, in- 
fpired me with uncommon vivacity.— I 
played ofFa few attraSions ; — had the fa- 
tisfaflion to perceive they were not throwa 
away upon him ; — and in our return 
home, putting my head out of the win- 
dow, from a curiofity I could not reilrain, 
with rapture difcovered that he was jogging 
after us in clofe conference with one of 
Sir Matthew's fervants. 

My lady appeared wholly abftraded 
from this fcene, that communicated fuch 
delight to my heart ; nay, I queftion if 
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jbfi was fenfible of the leaft additi 
the congregation: — her vanity flee 
and- (he has for fome time made no 
%(i of her once killing tyes^ than to 
weep,, and behold common objeds. 

The knight is a little fmart upoi 
and accufes me of having committed 
benate muuder. He fays^ ** he never fa 
*^ to fiich advantage in his life — perfei 
"refiftiblc j— but it is both cruel ao 
** juftifiable to attack a ftranger in fo 
^^ fo vigorous a manner, as to depriv 
** of all poffibility of refiftance or deft 

This piece of raillery was fuggcft 
the buz that ran through the fami 
foo» as we reach'd our gloomy h: 
tion, that Mifs Hutchcns had mi 
conqueft;— -but as we are moft ho 
lemote from every amufement, an 
baronet keeps but little company, e 
bis companions of the hunt, I a 
d^efpair of this charming adventure 
duping any happy ejBFeds. 
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I own if he is a man of fpirit and ad* 
jdrefs, it would not be an unconquerable 
difficulty to introduce himfelf, and a little 
flirtation highly eligible at this jundure, 
on my part j for the colonePs abrupt de- 
parture, — unabated diflike, — and everjr 
mortifying and difcouraging circumftance 
^that moft difagreeable afFair, have funk 
my gaiety to fo low an ebb, that I even 
languifh for diffipation. 

Shew me the woman, either in town 
or country, that can behold a red coat 
with indifference ? —There is a bewitching 
je nef^ai quai in the very colour, —and all 
your fine tali fellows, from the uniformity 
of their honourable livery, are in much 
the fame degree flriking. Indeed, I mud 
allow that the colonel has infinitely the 
advantage of this ftranger in both features 
and figure ;•— but his flubborn negleft has 
piqued me unfpeakably,— and I begin to 
be convinced both of the folly and abfur- 
dity of labouring to fix fo frigid and fin- 
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gular a heart, efpectaUy after the ravage her 
ladyfhip's condud has made in it ; — there- 
fore, 1 am fo fer from being averfe to the 
devoirs of this wandering knight, which 
ibme peculiar chance has caft in my 
way,— that I proteft I (hall be fomewhat 
chagrined, though I cannot fay entirely 
dilappointed, if I never behold him more. 

Sir Matthew refumed his raillery after 
dinner, far from difagreeably, and has 
promifed to do every thing in his power, 
towards procuring me the additional plea- 
fure of a gay acquaintance :— he fays, he 
is fo extremely fcnfible of the heavy dull 
life I lead, and how uneafily in reality 
(though patiently in appearance) it muft 
be fupported, that he thinks it incumbent 
wpon him to purfue every ftep that is in 
the leaft degree promifmg of amufement* 

I confefs his converfation was never 
more pleufmg to me than at that period, 
as it communicated a chearing hope tp 

my 
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Tucfday Night. 
Sir Matthew has proved himfelf a man 
of honour, and introduced captain Briton 
(the beau already mentioned) at four 
o'clock this afternoon, to your happy 
friend. Upon my word, he far exceeds 
my mod flattering expedations, and treats 
her filent, diiTatisfied, lumpifh ladylhip 
with proper neglcd. 

Nothing can be more lively or affidu- 
cus : — he fings fome very pretty foft fongs, 
—fays the moft engaging pretty things,— 
and, in fhort, has difFufed fuch an air of 
gaiety around, that I could fancy it all 
enchantment. He is j.uft returned from a- 
broad;— his drefs and behaviour befpeak 
him a man of family and fortune ; — and he 
has innumerable recommendations of taftei 
wit, &c. &c. 

I fancy 
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I fancy my lady would rather be ex- 
cufed giving us her company, but ibc 
makes it a point to avoid ail fmgularity^ 
therefore condefcends to treat this gueft 
(as {he can make no reafonable objedion 
to himj witb tbe utmoft cold complain 
fance. 

The colonel cannot farl of 'being 
Iwought to her remembrance, by the pre- 
fence of this captain, as their cloaths are 
pcrfe6lly alike.-^I have obferved her te 
figh many times,— but that is no unufuatl 
thing wiih her, except indeed, that fhe 
has breathed them this afternoon with an 
uncommon degree of foftnefs. We are 
to ride out together i — to walk, and 
iweetly coiroerfmg forget all //W; — we are 
to be partners at a ball Sir Matthew pro- 
tmifes to procure us ; — and, in fine, lead a 
life of mortality, not inanimation. 

The baronet pick'd him up^ iffeems, 
in his own grounds) — the captain had 

.ftroiled^ 
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ftrolled, as he acknowleged, for 
hours (you may guefsthe attra£tion] 
being fomewhat weary, was feated 
a ftyle with a flute in his hand^ wh< 
Matthew popped upon him. 

Some little civilities pafled ;— tli 
Tonet immediately recognized him, a 
a genteel appearance in the countrj 
pecially of the military kind, is a 
cient recommendation, he invited b 
his houfe, to partake of a friendly d 
tea, and our converfation. 

Sir Matthew tells me the captaii 
rather confufed at the almoft unh 
for pleafure he thus kindly offered 
—and which he embraced with 
rent faiisfa£lion and delight.— We 
him here, my girl, however, and if y 
not keep him, it will be our own fau 

I am determined from this very da 
banifli all unavailing wiflies refpc 
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he colonel from my heart ;— and refolvc 
perhaps you will fay, like Reynard in 
he fable, but no matter, if it does but an- 
wer my purpofe) fince I cannot get him, 
o think no more of him. I will endea* 
rour to perfuade myfelf that he is far from 
he fine looking fellow I was wont to con- 
ider him ; and as in all probability I (hall 
lever fee him again, I do not defpair of 
wing fuccefsful.— No mighty affair for 
i colonel to be fuperfeded by a captain, 
ifpecially as the one is fo very forbidding, 
he other fd engaging in his behaviour. 
It leaft, fo far as relates to me. 



Vol.. II. K LET. 
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LETTER XXL 
Lady Sanxsey to MjFt. Batson. 

KITTY is upon the high ropes;— 
{he has picked up a fwain (with 
the baronet's kind affiftanoe) that fihe i» 
apparently delighted with. I was greatly 
apprehenfive that her falisfadion wOulA 
Jlkzvt been produdive of muck nneafinefr 
to me, but- have been moft agreeably dif<« 
appointed. 

My perfecution for the thrd; days thit* 
young fellow h:is been with usy has al* 
moft totally fubfided. He treats me with 
all that diftant refpeft I could either wifli 
or defire: and as he has recommended 
himfelf to Mifs Kitty by the finenefs of 
bis doftths, and a profufion of complai- 
fstnce I --to the baronet, by his facetioufnefs 
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atnd good htimour ; — fo from the anicle a- 
bovementioned, I own, he is not with'- 
out fome fhare of my approbation. 

Captain Briton^ though by no means 
handibme, is. really very agreeable ; he 
ieems naturally to^^have mpre of hotiefty and 
humanity in his compofition, than folly 
6r efFeminacy ; but in order to pleafe fuch 
ladies as his prefent flame, he renders hitr,- 
felf not many removes from a finifbed 
Coxcomb« 

His behaviour," however, is at times very 
inconiifterit and contradi^lory, from his 
adapting it with' great judgment to the 
humout and inclinations of his immediate 
companion.— With Sir Matthew he fings' 
a good* fortg ; — lakes his glafs freely, tho* 
not indifcretely ;— and throwing off* the 
fop both in appearance and converfation^* 
is quite tife plain' downright foldier (a 
char^fter he has heard that gentleman 
pc^ly extol) 'y fpr, however fribbling him- 
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felf, he is far from difliking mafculine 
company^ 

With me, as it has happened more than 
once in the three days that we have been 
alone for a few moments, he is ferious, 
reflciSling, and tenderly obliging. Com- 
pafBon feems tq foften his eye ; his accent 
is the accent of benevolence ; and if I am 
not greatly miftaken, franknefs and can- 
xlour are his moft prevailing chara^riftics. 
—Yet on Kitty's approach he fo inftantlj 
and naturally aflumes that idle gaiety 
peculiar to her tafte, that, I confefs, I 
know not what to make of him. 

Sir Matthew's acquaintance with him 
was mere accident. He brought him to tea 
with us ; and after the firft ceremonies 
had in fome meafure familiarized us,— he 
began to trifle fo prettily with Mifs Kitty; 
'— amufed the baronet fo agreeably ; — and 
at the fame time beftowed fome little, not 
unacceptable, notice upon your poor long 

negle&ed 
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'jiegle<9ed fifter ; —that in the end we were 
all fo well-pleafed with him as to be un« 
willing to lofe him : and on his offering 
to take his leave,— Sir Matthew fo warmly 
folicited him to favour us with his compa- 
ny for a few days ; obviating every ob- 
je£lion he made, refpefting his being un- 
prepared and unprovided for fo unexpefted 
a civility, and that the family he belonged 
to would be alarmed at his abfence, by 
propofing to fend a fervant to acquaint 
tb^m with his place of refidence. and 
proctire him what neceflaries he ftooS in 
need of ; that he at length yielded^ on con- 
dition that he might be permitted to add 
the incumbrance of a favourite fervant 
to the one he feared he himfelf fhould 
prove ; all which was fettled to his fatis- 
fadion, and here we have had him ever 
fince. 

As an inftance of his goodnefs of heart, 
I muft mention the humane attention he 
f^^prefled to this favourite domeftic's hap- 
K 3 ^mtS."^^ 
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pinefs^ to whom he profcfied ^imicK 
greatly indebted;— *' The poof fdkw,-* 
faid he^ ^ cannot jboaft t0ly perfonal ad- 
^^ vantages j— ^he has One misfortune that 
>' proved a great denis^ to faim forTooie 
>' time— (the lo& of an eye, ladies, ia 
^' an honourable an'dwoithycmufe). With 
^^ me, indeed, it had a. contrary eflSsfi;— 
.'< it vras his greateft recommoidation ;*r 
*^ as in my opinion, one eye that evincel 
*^ a valuable heart, wcu> a tfaouiand dc^rers 
^* preferable to both the former, with 
*^ only a void for the la^er.— ^I tqok faia;i 
*' therefore into my fervice ; and he has 
*^ OQ fo many occafions demonftca^tcd an 
<< afFedion for me nearly patemd, and 
*' is ever fo deeply afli^ed when alarmed 
*^ by either the uncertainty or danger qf 
^* my fituation, that I own the pleafure 
«« I fhould otherwife enjoy in this good 
'^ company, would ^ve a continual allay, 
** from the irrepreJSible reflexion of Ithc 
^* pain I fhould occafion him;** Thisp 
together, with the behaviour already men*' 
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tioned, renders him the moft approved 
compantoh I have for fome time met with^ 

There is one circumftance relative to 
him, however, that I could wi(h had been 
otherwife; as it revives alt tho(e fenfa- 
tions in my breaft, you fo ardently wifli' 
metolofe for ever.— He belongs to the 
army, my Nancy, drefles agreeable to 
his profeffion, and has been only one week' 
returned from abroad* — Can you expc£t 
my curiofity to deep ? will you not allow 
it to be both natural, grateful, and inno- 
cent, to wiih I could with decency qi- 
quire — But do not be concerned -, the 
whole world fhould not bribe me to cotn« 
oiit fo great an im^opriety.— I may fed 
anxieties,— but I will confine them to my 
own breaft, or, what is exa<EUy the fame 
things t\) the breaft of my friend. 



L£T. 
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« 

LETTER XXII. 
From the fame* 

I Have been a good deal difcompofed by 
captain Briton's introdudion of a fub* 
je£l I am ftill unequal to : it might be 
kindly intended ^ — but the effc&j for that 
inftant, was mod palpably cruel. 

We have a fecond addition to our fa- 
mily, the bleffed Surgeon, my beft of 
friends : " Sir Matthew could not be content 
without his prefence. — —We were all 
walking in the garden after tea, . con- 
verfing on indifferent fubjefls, when un- 
cxpeftedly the baronet, Mifs Kitty, and 
the laft arrived vifitant flew away, in or- 
der to decide fome fimple difpute relative 
to a profpca^ or fome fuch trifle. 

Captain 
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Captain Briton no fooner perceived we 
were alone, than he rather abruptly men- 
tioned the poor injured colonel. *' I,** 
' faid he, *' madam, was prepared by that 
'* gentleman to admire the beauties of 
*' your charaAer, long before I had the 
*' pleafure of feeing you.— You are the 
*' continual fubje^ of his converfation ; 
*' — and he has repeatedly enjoined me, 
*' if ever I was fo happy as to be introduced 
'^ to your acquaintance, to afTure you, 
*^ that his friendfhip and higheft appro- 
** bation is as much your's as ever.— 
** Nay, madam, I will acknowlege that 
^* it was owing to the intereft he takes 
** in your happbefs, and in order to ex- 
<< ecute the commiiSon he has charged 
** me with, of remitting an account of 
** your health and fituation, that I made 
'* that feemingly accidental viiit to your 
*' church ; and whatever attradions Mife 
'' Kitty can boaft, the ferving my friend 
*< in fo eflential a point as his peace and 
^* happinefs, was my principal inducc- 
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*^ ment for loiteriiig in that £eU) wtere, 
^ beyond my beft hopes, I was fo ferm- 
^< nate as to meet with Sir Matthew } for, 
*^ notwithftanding I was far from flat- 
^ tering myfclf with obtaining tibe op« 
^ portunity I now enjoy, of accomplifli- 
^ ing the utmoft extent of tis wiflies, I 
** was unwilling oa fo important a bufi* 
^* neis to rely upon common report re*" 
^ fpe£ttng your health, efpecially as yotxr 
V countenance conveyed no favourable 
^^ klea of it ; and my fcheme was to have 
^' found means of chatting with (bme of 
*^ the domeflics, from whom I might have 
*^ drawn more certain intelligence.— Fdr- 
^^ give me, madam, if I have difordered 
** you,— and be afTured it (hall be thelaft, 
^* as it is the firft time : but may I pre- 
^* fum^ to tell him your good wilhes at- 
** tend him?— He was determined never 
** more to expofe himfelf to interviews 
*' that muft coft him fo very dear, and 
f'^ the method he has purfued cannot fail 
>* of being efFcdua] 3 for he is now mak- 
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^ ing a fecond Jtour of Europe." —He 
mufed, an^l as I was fufficiently coUefied^ 
I told bim, 

.*^ That I could not but acknowlege he 
»^ had bccafioned me many mortifying rc- 
i' membranteis ; but as I was now no le& 
.** changed in mind than perfon, fince his 
.** friend's acquaintance with me, I was 
.*« far from being unwilling he (hould in- 
** form him of both : That the firft was an 
5* obligation I owed to him ; the fecond 
** intirely rtiy own work, and I was un- 
•* felicitous concerning it: — but that a 
** fcnfe of the injury I had done him, and 
** his unexampled gcnerofity in pardoning 
" it, had taught me the neceflary leffon 
^ of eradicating many errors I had been 
'** prone to, and regulating my conduA 
•* by the rules of reafon and propriety : — 
!*• That my gratitude would ever be his, 
** and that he had ftill the power of in- 
** creafing it ;^— for that, in eftablifliing 
^ his own peace, be would infallibly re- 
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«* ftofc mine, by enabling me to rccon- 
*' cile myfelf in a great meafure to vthc 
*^ moft unworthy a£tion of my life. 

*' You are fo nMich the gentleman, fir,** 
continued I, <^ that I cannot apprehend 
" the leaft indecorum from you, and 
** therefore will forbear mentioning how 
*^ highly improper it would be for me to 
•-* liften to any future converfation of thit 
** kind, — for very many reafons.— You 
** are now in a country where you can- 
** not long be a ftranger to a fcandalous 
*' flory, in which your friend has no in- 
** confiderable fharej but I do beg you 
** will make no other ufe of that know- 
*• lege, than fparing me upon every fu- 
*' ture occafion ; as the colonel's being 
** made acquainted with it, could only 
** be produftive of much uneafinefs to 
" him, if no worfe confequence." 

The captain politely bowed, telling mfr 
in the fame indant, that I might depend 

upon 
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upon his avoiding every flep that cotiU 
poflibly be either offenfive or difagrec- 
able ; — and as our ftrolling company rc^ 
joined us immediately, the whole paiTed 
off vi^ith a tolerable grace* 

What do you think of niy conduft upon 
this occafion ? — «Ought I to have iaid 
more ? Could I have faid lefs ? — Was thert 
one article to excite the flighteft difptea* 
fure ? All that c(Micem in his counte- 
nance, all the little attentions and aflidut- 
ttes I obferved in his behaviour, are nosr 
accounted for j— and I have the ^cisfac- 
tion to perceive, that pity not contempt 
informs his bofom, notvirithitandlng bow 
juftly I merit the latter. 

Indeed, my dear girl, I find my h^ait 
more at eafe than ufual. — I'he diflipations 
the colonel will neccffarily meet with,— 
and a long continued abfence, muft reflore 
him to that happinefs I had fo cruelly in- 
terrupted.— 1 have but one narrow, and 
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for John, and the good fortune (as he 
deemed it) to obtain it. 

Sut too many objections lay in the 
poor fellow's way;— the hazard with 
refped to his own repofe, — and the lady's 
dearer reputation,— were not to be fur- 
mounted :— for as the world is fo ingeni- 
oufly malicious as to ftrike deadly ftrokes 
without even a (hadow of foundation, it 
was but natural to apprehend its fevereft 
cenfure, if circumftances were once am- 
biguous, or unguarded; — and it was far 
from being improbable in the prefent in- 
fiance, if ever a certain frolic Ihould get 
air, that many would conclude there was 
more of love for the one lady, than a de- 
fire of humbling another in the cafe ; — 
cfpecially if fuch an advantage was taken 
of it, as introducing a fufpicious and 
highly improper perfon under the baro- 
net's roof* 

The 
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The bufmefs I am now engaged in, at. 
prcfent, has fo far contributed to the re- 
covery of my fpirits, together v/ith the 
agreeable accounts I receive of the eafe 
and fatisfaflion Mifs Pittborough feems to 
enjoy, that I really have but little to com- 
plain of.— Matt and I pafs our evenings at 
cribbage, or in fome innocent converfation, 
over a mug of his mother's own beer.— 
It would be the higheft feaft for your hu- 
manity, could you but behold the change 
that happinefs, and an exemption from 
labour, has produced in thefc worthy crea- 
tures' countenances : — where the furrows 
of anxiety or old age are incapable of 
being filled up, contentment feems mor6 
immediately to fmile, as if ambitious to 
make every atonement for having fo long 
negle£led fuch extraordinary worth. 

Neatncfe and welUregulated plenty are 
confpicuous in each corner of this late 
unftghtly cabbin ; whilft fighs, tears, and 

Vol. IL L every 
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•very other attendant on cruel difappoint- 
ment, (hrink behind my chair, in vifible 
apprehenfion of being totally difcarded^ 

Never was woman more extolled for in- 
ternal graces than Mifs Pittborough by 
my happy friend ! — Her perfon I have rea- 
fon to believe has uBdergone a fevere al« 
teration, but the beauties of her mind 
fhine forth in all their native luftre. Vi^ 
tacity has given place to matronly deco- 
rum J but as her referve is adorned with 
fweetnefs, fenfibility, and politenefs, not 
the refult of four diflatisfaftion, or fly hy- 
pbcrify, it is unfpeakably amiable, and 
muft be permanent. 

The captain, from a too forward zeal to 
communicate a ray of pleafure to Mifs 
Pittborough's heart, as he would conceive 
her dejedlion to be chiefly on the colonel's 
account, ventured to mention him. — Oh, 
Ned, what lovely, though I apprehend 

painful 
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lainful confufion did it not occafion 
ler ! — but it was the confufion of friend- 
hip, not difpleafure. 

She liftened with willing attention to a 
iflitious account of his wandering refo- 
ution ', and imagines him by this time on 
bme diftant part of the continent; — 
vhere Briton affured her, her image 
7ould be his companion ; his undiminifhed 
ove, the quickeft pulfation of his heart, 
ind a knowlege of her happinefs, the 
noft effential information for bis peace. 



She not only permitted but defired hinfi 
o give his friend aflurances of her good 
vifhes, her gratitude, and approbation of 
lis conduft. — How falutary, how revi- 
ing, how flattering this cOndefcenfion ! 
—Then with a prudence that does honour 
o her fex, begged, that the fubjefl: might 
icvcr more be introduced, for reafons his 
)wn good-fenfe could not permit him to 
>e ignorant of 3 — and fuch traces of fa- 
L 2 U^l-sfiCvitw 
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tisfaSion have ever fince been vifible iff 
her ztpcStf as evinces the fuccefs of this 
friendly attempt to comfort her, by put- 
ting a period to her fufpence^ refpeSing 
a fugitive's fate- 
Delicacy, Ned, is a prime^ nay, an 
almoft peculiar perfedion of the fair fex: 
we admire, we fubfcribe to the excellence 
of it, even in the difappointment of our 
wiflies. 

Though nature may have been fparing 
ofperfonal charms, yet with this endow- 
ment, the young can never fail to pleafe; 
and without it, the utmoft lovelinefs muft 
fmk into difefteem : it is as imperceptible 
in its operation (where an innate princi- 
ple), yet as z£tive and inexhauftible as 
the blood, that now .quits, and novf 
returns to the beating heart ; 2ind its 
beauty is equally concealed from it3 
poffcflbr. 

Did. 



Mis« PITTBOROUGH. 149 

Did the innocent and inexperienced but 
%:now its value, what a happy regulator 
it would prove of their conduct ! — In- 
ftead of making unworthy conceffions to 
gratify the importunity of the ungene- 
rous and deiigning, it would teach them 
to look them into confufion) and awe 
ihem into virtue. 

How fatal that tender fcnfibilityi that 
artlefs apprehenfion of wounding the 
peace of a lover, by judicious rigour! — 
It is a wound that heals without any ap- 
plication ;— and fo far from proving of 
bad confequence to either party, con- 
firms the attachment of the one, and dif* 
plays the worth of the other. 

Such are its cSk&s in a Angle ftate ; — 
but in the married it becomes of ftill more 
importance. — The double truft a wife is 
charged with (her hufband's honour, no 
lefs than their own, depending upon her 
{ood condudl) demands a double exertion 
L 3 cii 
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of this all-faving virtue ; — for it is not 
enough that her confcience is free from 
blame, but her behaviour muft bid defir 
ance to fufpicion. 

What, in appearance, can either be more 
natural, or innocent, than that Mifs Pitt- 
borough (hould have exprefied a friendly 
curiofity concerning the colonel's fate?— 
Where the offence againft modefty or de- 
corum ? — She was alone with a friend ;— 
flie knew him to be at an inimeafurable 
diftance, and incapable of every thought 
to the prejudice of her honour or i'eputa- 
tion ;— (he could rely upon her own. inte- 
grity of intention: — therefore, why not 
for a moment indulge the remembrance 
of his love ;— and hear his fentiments and 
declarations once more repeated by this 
chofen confidant ? 

But, no : her delicacy fecured her from 
ading fo indifcreet a part. — Might not 
the captain conclude fhe had a more 

tender 
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tender motive than friendihip for making 
him the fubjeft of her converfation ? — 
Would he not communicate both the foun- 
dation and nature of fuch an inference ? — 
Might not the colonel be more than half 
inclined to confider them as an indirect 
encouragement to flatter himfelf that on 
one contingence (he was ready to be his, 
if he even refilled the temptation of caft- 
ing himfelf in her way, from being af- 
fured he was far from being indifferent 
to her. 

The captain has many friends; takes 
his glafs with a freedom .that warms his 
blood, though many degrees inferior to 
intoxication. — Might he not in the over- 
flowings of his good-humour betray the 
diftin£lion (he paid him by her confi- 
dence,— as from the very nature of the 
fubjedl would feem to imply,-— efpecially, 
as it was ever introduced at ftolen periods, 
from a confcioufnefs of its unfuitablenefs 
for every ear. — Thefe friends, in the courfe 
L 4 ^^ 
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of th^ir connexions, would probably b$ 
as unguarded as himfelf ; and for the fake 
of embelliflimcnt, exaggerate the whole 
matter;— until he would be abfolutcly 
conftituied a go-between, a perfon in- 
troduced merely for the convenience of 
interchanging, or communicating the 
parties fcntiments ; — whilft they them- 
felves would be fo far from fufpefling the 
confequence of their indifcretion, that 
they would even fliudder at the private 
idea of fuch a praiSice. Notwithftand- 
ing which, every unfavourable report 
would again be revived, every little cir- 
cumftance recolle£led ; — until it was 
worked up into the very woj-ft that could 
be propagated j — until the very worft 
would be believed. 

I need not trace the confequences, as 
they are felf-cvident ;r-not even an inci- 
dent common to humanity, by giving the 
colonel a juftifiable opportunity of rc- 
fiewixig his pretenfions, could wipe off 

the 



Miss PITTBOROUGH. 15J 

die ftain ; — and the mortifying reflexion, 
chat the cenfure had appearances, though 
not reality for its foundation, would de* 
prive them of that allconfoling confci- 
oufnefs that ever attends blamdefs ia- 
lioce4ce. 

Adiciu 



LETTER XXIV- 

Mifs HUTCHBNS to Mifs BxNFICLO« 

YO U tell me that you die to knovr 
how I go on, and whether mj 
captain's admiration and allegiance is 
augmented or diminifhed.-^I with plea- 
fure confefs the former;— we are now 
upon terms, talk over our intentions with- 
out referve, — and are determined foon jto 
put it out of the nature of things to dif- 
appokit us. 
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I know not why, but I have my fore- 
lodings, that this match would never 
meet with my mother's approbation;'— 
therefore, in order to fave myfelf from 
the mortification of a denial, I do not 
propofc afking her confent ; — but fhill 
inake her acquainted with it, — fo foon as 
it has taken place* 

1 have no notion, I muft confefs, of 
all that authority your parents afTumc 
upon fuch an occafion, efpecially as it is 
an authority, they themfelves, when under 
the fame circumftances, do not fcruple to 
difclaim. 

My mother's condufi was not unex- 
ceptionable with refpefl to this article 
(though it is true, (he did at laft teaze 
granny out of her confent), therefore, 
you know I can plead indirect example for 
my {an<^ion. 
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My fortune is as fixed as fate (except 
what my mother may have faved out of 
her jointure, which is never worth re- 
garding), nor can her moft inveterate dif- 
pleafure caufe the leaft diminution init.— 
I have not enquired into the captain's 
laft penny, according to your prudent d- 
dcrly maxims, nor do I wifli to give my- 
felf any trouble concerning it : — his be- 
haviour befpeaks him a gentleman,* — his 
profeffion intitles him to confideration j 
and if he cannot boaft a great eftate,^ 
why I think we muft be fatisfied with his 
obtaining fome higher advancement,— 
and I may ftill be the colonel's lady. 

In (hort, you need not now be told that 
my home was by no means to my mind : 
—my mother, indeed, does not exz&^ 
but infenfibly fteals my compliance with 
her will. — Now I cannot but be hurt upon 
fuch occafions,— though I am unable to 
prevent it ; for is it not the higheft re- 
fle£tion upon one's underftanding to be 
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The captain has laid down a very prcttjr 
plan of operationv — He is the moft de- 
lightful, gay, entertaining compa^on 
you ever met with, and fo fly a wretch^ 
there's no enduring him. Would you be- 
lieve it, he has the artifice to take her la- 
dyfliip in her own toils ? — So demure I— 
fo fober ! — fo humane! — fo obliging! 
that it is eafy to perceive (he is prodigi- 
ouily pleafed vrith him ^— and we have the 
bigheft fcenes of ridicule, when alone^ 
diat can be conceived. 

I teo bumour the impofition ; -^affbS: 
hnmenfe friendlhip ; — and have prevailed' 
upon Sir Knight to relax an abundant ic- 
gree of his furlinefs. 

She is really become a very convenient, 
inofFenflve creature, therefore intitled to 
ibme encouragement. Mr. Surgeon be- 
holds her with dii&rent eyes ; but fhe k 
£6 wrapt up in refer ve, that he is com- 
pelled to renuin at humble diftance:— he 



i58 The History ot 

draws off the lord of the manfion for 
want of better employment,- who, to com- 
pleat the prepofterous ridicule of his cha- 
ra£i:er, is how ftudying anatomy, and the 
animal oeconomy :— the good dull foul re- 
tires to her clofet, and leaved us for whole 
fucceffive hours, intire matter of the field. 

I never was fo lively, fo degage6, in my 
whole life, as at prefent; how happy,- 
how pleafmg, the union of hearts !— The 
ftiff ftarch'd irreclaimable colonel has in- 
tirely loft my approbation. — To love and 
not be beloved, how unnatural ! — I am a- 
ftonifhed at my own idle perverfenefs. 

My lady is grown not only fedate, but 
religious. I was in hopes fhe would have 
compleated her character, by abfolute en- 
thufiafm : but, no : fhe will be equally 
lukewarm upon every occafion ; exccfs 
even of religion and virtue is held with 
her as the beginning of folly, and I do 
afTure you> (he keeps a (harp look-out, to 
prevent a relapfe. 
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Well, I honour her at this period, for 
fetting up for a reputation 5— (he will ad- 
mirably fupport her preteniions, efpeciall/ 
if that bewitching colonel fhould revifit 
England, and once more caft himfelf at 
her feet^ 

The war is now happily at an end ;, 
happily indeed for me, or I might ere now 
have loft my captain; and yet that fan-- 
taftical fellow, inftead of r^enting the 
abfurdity of a voluntary baniihment, is 
hopping from Dan to Beer-fheba, with 
the fame meaning that admiral Anion's 
enemies report he made his voyage round 
the world, the merely having got out of 
his latitude. — But let him difpofe of him- 
felf as he pleafes, I (hall not now be of- 
fended at it. 

My captain is prepared to admire you: 
—it is fettled, that our firft vifit fliall be 
to your fweet felf; therefore, you muft 
not be furprized, if you Should fee a car- 
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fiage within thefe ten days, with all itrisf^ > 
ginable expedition flying up your avenue^ 
-— I will prefent him,-^you fliall approve 
him,— and then, my dear, my felicity 
will be rendered compleat. 

They tell me Portfmouth is a miferabfe 
towns — is it not ftrange that I (hould 
have lived five months at the trifling dif- 
tance of twelve miles only, without hav- 
ing once vifited it ?— But what is an cx- 
curfion without a party ? Next week wc 
are all to go — the fhips you know miift 
be worth feeing — my lady. Sir Matthew^ 
captain Briton, Mifs Hutchens, and the 
half-licked Surgeon. He is a married 
man ; married, for his fins I fuppofe, to 
the arranteft termagant in nature.— One 
great reafon, pefhaps, that he is fo cap* 
tivated by the oppofite extream. — His 
fneaking kindnefs, as before hinted, is 
very prettily advanced : I have deteSed 
many ftriking fymptoms in his behavi* 
our i— but it is no affair of mine;— nor 

would 
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would I on any confideration meddle with 
it :— her ladyfhip's own prudence is furely 
a fufficient guard for her own virtue ;— 
though I muft own, if I was as grofly neg- 
lefted by any he, in his majefty's whole 
dominions, I (hould be apt to feek con- 
folation wherefoever I could find it.— 
1 would not for an eye, an ear, or half a 
dozen of my precious limbs, have the 
captain equally attached to any fet of pet- 
ticoats, — faving your hu<nble fervant, &c. 



LETTER XXV. 
Colonel DiNGLEY to Mr. Brooksbank. 

MY mafter has engaged himfelf to 
efcort the ladies, on Monday next, 
to Portfmouth ; nor can my attendance, 
be fays, be difpenfed with. — A new Ji- 
very is l>erpoke ; -* a new bandage prepared 
Vol. 11. M i^t 
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for my eye;— but how (h^l I fupport - 
No matter, I mufl: go through with it; 
half charaders are eafily dete&ed, and 
who ihall fay I ad only by halves i 

. But my heart, I fear, will be very un- 
governable,— my behaviour very incon- 
fiftent;— yet if I am taken ill, you know, 
— how can I help that ? — Thegood compa- 
ny will both excHfe and pity m^. 

This monfter of a furgeon, my mortal 
enemy, will, I fear, bring himfelf even 
into a worfe fcrape than I had intended 
him, if he is not upon his guard. My 
captain has alarmed me p/odigioufly, by 
only a flight intimation, that he fufpe^ 
he has the infolence and temerity to ad* 
mire my coloners Mifs Pittborough. 
She is too humble, and too little attentive, 
to make the difcovery; the knight too 
thick-headed, and too proud, to entertain 
the really prepofterous idea ; and as for 
that devil incarnate Mifs Hutchens, I 
2 am 
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am well convinced what ufe fhe would 
make of fuch an incid€nf.-^Heaven prd* 
ienre the dear creature from all 0vil ! 

But, Ned, if he fhould dare to ififult 
her, — his heart's blood fhould make atone^ 
mcnt. — Rafh as unmanly refolution ! — 
his life is not derived from me, nor can 
any circumftance give me a right to de- 
prive him of it : — I would, however, 
maul his pretty perfon fo handfomely,— 
that he fliould retain palpable and vifible 
marks of my refentment to the end of his 
life. 

But this approaching day, thie day of 
jubilee to every heart but mine,— how 
{hall I furvive it ? — To fee that loved, that 
amiable woman neglefted by the moft 
groveling of wretches, on the one hand ; — 
and ogled by a mean reptile, on the bther : 
—to fee dejeftion over-cloud features that 
were formed with the moft perfeft fy- 
metry 5— and fo apparently intitled to every 
M 2 peaceful. 
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peaceful, every pleafing diftinSion ! — Bui 
this is an ill preparation, as it impairs my 
already too weak abilities to fuftain the en- 
counter ! — Ah poor John Jones, now, 
and now only, art thou in a condition to 
be pitied ! 



Monday Momiflg. 

Here, Ned, you may behold horieft 
Matt and myfelf prepared to fally forth 
on this gf^nd expedition. — I have not flcpt 
the whole night ; anxiety, apprehenfion, 
tendernefs, and refentment, alternately agi- 
tate me ; and I now repent expofing my- 
felf to fuch unequal confli<3:s : — but we 
muft experience, before we will be con- 
vinced of our own infufficiency. 



Six o'clock, P. M. 

In what words (Ball I relate this day's 

adventure ! an adventure, which^ refpcA- 

ing 
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ng my {hare in it, ought to be wrote in 
ctters of gold :— but the blackeft of cha- 
•afters are abundantly too fair to mention 
:he infamous author. 

I will only afk one queftion, and then 
give it hiftory-wife,— and command your 
attention. — All is well, and now my pen 
is at your fervicc. 

How reludantly I yielded to captain 
Briton's arguments, refpefting the necef- 
fity of my attendance, you are already 
well acquainted with : happily, however, 
I did at length yield, and with palpitating 
heart, or rather, in pretty much the fame 
condition in which a poor criminal (to 
the emolument of each unfeeling fpec- 
tator) is dragged along by flow degrees to 
Tyburn, did I follow the gaily drefled 
captain to Sir Matthew's ; — for as the la- 
dies had offered him a feat in the coach, 
from an over-ftrained point of complai- 
fance, he did not think it fufilcl^tv1^ \Si 

M 3 TN\^^V 
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meet them upon theToad, and be taken up, 
but he would needs ftart with them in the 
firft inftance. 

By the time we arrived, the coach was 
in readinefs ; and the Surgeon (who had 
ilept there the preceding night, and was ta 
fquire them on horfeback) bad mounted 
his proud fteed, which was pawing about, 
the court-yard, impatient of reftraint; 
and I could perceive that Mifs Kitty, 
brimfull of vanity, and the knight grinning 
with felf-complacence, only waited for 
the lovelleft part of the company^ to be 
ready alfo* 

A hag, greatly refembling Mrs. Sal- 
mon's mother Shipton, entered the parlour 
with precipitation. I thought I fhould 
hare fainted. — '* No accident, I hope ?** 
cried the Surgeon, as ihe pafied the hall- 
door in her return. — " No: only my 
^^ lady finds herfelf a little indifpofed, and 
^^ as {he would not be an interruption to 

«^ ^lea- 
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** pleafiire fhe is incapable of particrpa- 
*• ting, begs fhe may be permitted to ftay 
*« at home." 

I revived ittfenfibly on hfearihg a lah*- 
gu^ge fo punflually repeated, that iv^s by 
no means ftrange to my ears ; — but call- 
ing a look upon ^the Surgeon, fa\V dlfap- 
pointment and chagrin had driven the 
ruiy from his chaek, and that he was pre- 
paring to difmount ; though for what pur- 
pofe, I was unable to conjeSure, 

Some little diflatisfaaion in the j5ar- 
louT was the confequence of the nreflagi 
they had received.— Mifs Kitty flouricing 
into the coach, declared aloud, that fhfc 
loved airs in her heart. — Sir Matthew fal- 
lowed, protefting he was quite of het 
fentiments; but he would endeavour to 
make her amerids for the ilippery trick Kis 
w?fe had played her, by procuring her H 
ttiOre eligible companiort, at a friehd'S 
hoafey at feme little diftance.— The cap* 
M 4 tain 
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tain caft a fignificant glance upon me 4 
whilft Mr. Surgeon, on being offered the 
vacant place in the coach, until they 
reached the other lady, declined it with 

vifible confufion, ftammering . out, 

*' That pexhaps her ladyftiip might be (0 ill 
** as to require his attendance ; and there- 
*' fore he would wait an hour or fo ; and 
*' as the fight was nothing new to him, 
'^ he fhould be no lofer, as he would do 
*' himfelf the pleafure of joining them at 
« dinner." 

Captain Briton again looked uppn me 
with meaning : — my heart underftood him, 
— and I got ofF my horfe unobferved by 
a fellow, whofe deep defigns, and uncx- 
pefted fuccefs, abforbed every other con- 
ilderation. 

I entered the houfe foon after, at the 

invitation of Sir Matthew's huntfman; 

who found me fo difordered, that he was 

iy no means furprized I did not follow 

3 ' roy 
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my mafter : — he kindly conduced me to 
^he kitchen fire, and giving me a falutaiy 
cordial, I began to be more compofed* 
The Surgeon, in my hearing, defined 
Mrs. Hag to furnifh him with proper appa* 
ratus for bleeding her l^dy; — telJmg her 
he would wait in the drefling-room for 
her commands : — " And as it is very early,** 
added he, ** perhaps her ladyfliip may not 
*' be difpofed to rife ; — you had therefore 
** better get your own breakfaft, before you 
** inform her for wha: purpofe I remain 
*' behind." I defired my friend the huntf- 
man to go with me into the garden, as I 
hoped the air would be of ufe to me : he 
did fo, and fo foon as we had gained a 
handfome terrace, that was extended each 
way beyond the front range of the apart- 
ments, I began to enquire into the fitu* 
ation of the rooms, for entertainmenty 
&c. — Thehuntfman, in gratifying my cu- 
riofity by a defcription of the houfe, in- 
formed me, that Sir Matthew's chamber- 
windows CQmmanded that walk, a cir- 

cumftaacc 
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curnftance that determined me not to leavfc 
it ; I therefore prevailed upon him to confine 
himfelf, for my convenience, to that fpot, 
left I (hould have any return of my faint- 
ing-fit;— a requeft too plaufxble to be rc- 
fufcd, and we entered into more familiat 
converfation. I had the pleafure to find tb* 
fellow honeft-hearted, and well afFe^d to- 
wards his lady, of whom he fpoke in the 
moft compaffionate and honourable terms. 
—The wretch ! — fhe has, my friend, been 
a great fufFerer, — and I fear no deliverance 
is at hand. — Nothing on earth could equal 
my miferable apprehenfions !— every noife 
threw me into a trembling ! — the Surgeon's 
guilty countenance— but the moment was 
not arrived, when my whole ftock of cou- 
rage and forbearance was to be brought to 
the teft. 

I believe it was only one quarter of aft 
hour in reality (though an age in appear- 
ance) that I remained fo unhappily agitat- 
ed j— when the huntfman ftarting, cried 

out, 
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out, ** Zounds, my lady's in fits !— that's 
*• her voice, I'll be fworn for it." 

** Where, where, my friend," exclaimed 
I, and ftaring with horror, — *' let us fly to 
^ her affiftance." " We'll call the maids,'' 
returned he. The gardener's ladder ha]>« 
pened to ftand againft a jefiamine tree at a 
little diflance, that wanted his care. — The 
huntfman ran into the houfe,— whilfl: I 
with all imaginable expedition and dexterity, 
mounted the window,— and providentially 
faved the deareft, beft of women from the 
laft deftru£lioD« Barbarous ruffian !— her 
handkerchief was bound over her mouth 
like a bar of iron ; — a work he had but jufl: 
complcated,-rwhen I with due vengeance 
ieized him by the collar;— and the poor 
releafed half-dying creature haftened to 
unfaften the door to procure me affiftance. 
—The women were fo terrified at what 
they faw, that they were hardly capable of 
beftowing proper care upon their lady ;— . 
and had not my friend the huntfman. 
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prompted by his humane curiofity, folltw- 
cd clofc at their heels, the wretch would 
not only have efcaped my hands, but I 
{hould likewife have been difcovered:- 
however, by his timely interpofition, both 
were luckily prevented. — The bandage in- 
deed, by his ftruggling, was torn from my 
eye ; but, in order to guard againft a mis- 
fortune of the fort, I had that morning, bf 
Captain Briton's advice, put on the addi- 
tional covering of a large piece of flicking 
plaifter, which remained unmoved. Wc 
inftantly bound the rafcal hand and foot, 
and locking him up in a fecure clofet> left 
him to his meditations. 

. The huntfman was fo delighted with the 
part I had aded, and rejoiced at his lady's 
deliverance, that I was compelled to par- 
take a bottle with him, and his mirth like- 
wife, at leaft in appearance, notwith- 
ftanding my heart was bleeding for his in- 
jured miftrefs. 

At 
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At length the houfe-keeper came down, 
«-^and gave me the comfortable informa- 
tion, that her lady was much better than 
could have been expeded, confidering the 
fright ; but that her nofe and mouth were 
greatly hurt. She had with her ufual good-^ 
nefs enquired who fhe was indebted to for 
her prefervation ; and on being told it was 
captain Briton's fervant, ordered this wo- 
man to beg, that he would wait his mailer's 
return at her houfe, and command every 
thing he fhould ftandjin need of ; — adding^ 
that as foon as ihe was tolerably compofed, 
fhe fhould be glad to thank him herfelf for 
fb fingular a fervice. Thus, Ned, have 
1 a fecond time rendered myfclf ufeful to 
this angel of a woman. — May I not flatter 
myfelf that I am yet referved to heal all her 
misfortunes ? 

I was doubly diftrefled by what I heard. 
—To appear before her and prefervemy 
proper character, was, I feared, impoffible : 
to fell the fervice I had done hcr,-^my ut- 
ter 
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tcr abhorrence :— but how to avoid either 
the one or the other, I was unahle to coii- 
jecture. 

Happily for us both,— -when flie came 
-to recoiled fome few particulars of thl 
hte dreadful fcene,— {he had unconquer- 
able ol]je£^ons to feeing me again }^ ud 
lending me her purfc, in which was tweatf 
guineas, and a valuable ring I had obftrved 
her to wear in thofe days of happineft,— 
thatarenownomore,— (he bid the bearer teD 
me, ^' that fhe had too good an opinion of 
•* my underftanding, to apprehend I vrould 
** mifconftrucher decliningherfirft propofal 
•* of thanking me perfonally, — as (he was 
•* too weak and low to bear fuch an intcr- 
•*view: — that flie was far from meaning 
** what flie then fent, as a reward for the ob- 
** ligation 1 had conferred upon her; fortbat 
** flie would convince me upon many future 
** occafions, that flie did notthinkany pecu- 
•' niary return adequate to my merit j and 
^ that ihe heartily wiflied mi every happi- 

" neft 
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* ncfs this world could give." The change 
in her refolutlon was too natural, and the 
motive too obvious for me to be furprifed at 
it i and thus her delicacy refcued me from the 
much dreaded encounter. — I only divided 
(he money with the huntfman, left I 
(hould betray myfelf by my generofity ^ aoid 
it was with great difficulty that I prevailed 
upon him even to accept the moiety of 
what he could not perfuad^ himfelf he was 
the leaft intitled to : — he has both ^ great 
and an honeft foul. 

♦ ^ 4^ -^ 

Ten o'clock. 

The company are returned. Captain 
Briton was by no means furpris'd at what 
had happen'd; acknowleging it was no 
more than he had long cxpeded from the 
fcUow's behaviour. — Mifs Kitty declared 
berfelf aftoniihed at the wretch's audacity : 
— *' flxe had, indeed, perceived he admired 
♦* her ladylhip j but as^fhe had^conceived it 

'' only 
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** only to be an humble hopelefs paflSon, 
•* fhe had never thought it neceflary to 
•* mention it.'* 

The baronet bit his lips, — his com- 
plexion underwent many changes, — but he 
did not favour them with his fentiments. 
As for the lady who had partook of their 
day's pleafure, (he had luckily been fet 
down at her own houfb, or (he would have 
been a fpeftator of the whole fcene. After 
we had all been examined and re-examir>^ 
cd, they began to deliberate concerning 
a proper punifhment for the delinquent.— 
The offence was infufficicnt to bring him to 
the gallows ; —his circumftanccs and fitua- 
tion in life fecured him from every profe- 
cution for damages, or the more frequent 
fatisfa<aion of the fword. — At length itwas 
determined to duck him well in the horfc* 
pond, — give him a genteel tofs or two in a 
blanket,— and oblige him to beg pardon for 
his attempt to affront a worthy familyv 
in the public papers : — all of which itlball 

be 
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be my bufinefs to fee moft puhdlually per- 
formed. 

Honeft John received the thanks and 
compliments of every one prefent ; but it 
was obfeYvable, that Sir Matthew's were 
the coldeft and moft conftrained. — .Yon 
know how much I defpife him^ without 
further comment. 

LETTER XXVI. 

Mifs HUTCHEKS to Mifs BlNFI£LD. 

ANOTHER prettypiecc of bufinefs! 
-—This curious mortal of a furgeon 
has been pleafed to appear in the charader 
of Tarquin, — my lady his beautiful Lu- 
crctia;— but as there happened fom^ inter- 
ruption to the performance, they neither of 
them (hone in any extraordinary degree :— ^ 
•a one-eyed fellow, fervant to captain BrifL 
to, was the hero that refcued her from the 
•ravl(her*8 hands. What a pity colonel 
Vol.. II. N Dvii^Vai 
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Dingley was abfent at that extraordinarjr 
period, as the ftory might then have made 
a very elegant appearance, when modelled' 
into coherence by fomeflcilful hand ! How 
unequally adventures, as well as riches, arc 
in general diftributed ! •— Many perfons pafs 
their whole days without meeting with one 
that dcferves the leaft notice ; whilft others 
have fuch a fucceffion of them fall to their 
fhare, they know not which way to turn 
themfelves:— Would I had been born un- 
der the latter planet! 

I, however, have this confolation, that 
it is never too late to ftrike a bold (Iroke, 
and force one's felf into buftle and obferva- 
tion:— the next fortnight, my dear, fikall 
proclaim what I am capable of. 

We had a prodigious pleafant day of it; 
the captain in high fpirits; a good, decent, 
lively, plain girl, proved an excellent foil; 
and even the baronet faid handfome things. 
— How little conception had we of the def- 
perate attack her ladyfhip fuftained ? Sure- 

3 ly 
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lythis affair will wipe off all difagreeable 
refmcmbrances ; — ' Sir Matthew can no 
longer doubt her virtue.— She fcreamed, 
my girl, fh6 fcreamed for, affiftance ; — but 
the wretch was a ruffian, mak« the beft o£ 
him* 

How tenderly ftrung are her nerves ! At 
prefentlhe droops, fhe dies. Captain Bri- 
ton rather hangs his ears with concern for 
her;— but pity is peculiar to the brave. 
How do I rejoice at the whole train of in- 
cidents that have confpired to bring me 
to this once hateful place ! — I ufed to wi(h 
that this lady coufin had never flipt from 
under her father's wing ; or at leaft, that 
my mother had not fo officioufly fofter- 
cd her ; — but had things been only orife jot 
otherwife than they are, I had ftill vainly 
fighed for the colonel, and the captain 
would never have fighed for me : fo thatj 
upon the whole, I muft deem myfelf a con- 
fiderable gainer. They have pronounced a 
fevere fentence upon the culprit ; — for n>y 
N 2 ^-axx.^ 
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part, I wonder his ears were fpared : 
if he does but get out of their hai 
whole bones, he can never be fufEc 
thankful. To be fure, it might have 
ed far from a laughable affair; but as 
turn out, I can fee no harm in confi 
that the deplorable object, when h 
dragged from his den, excited both i 
dicule and compaiSon.. His neck and 
were within an ace of meeting ;— ha 
dreft,— half ftarved; — for he had li 
that condition the whole day, withoi 
ing allowed the leaft refrefhment : he 
ftrange fpeftacle!— And then his 
fubmiffions, and meaner intreaties fo 
don, rendered him thoroughly defpic 

Mamma begins to hanker after the 1 
tian onions ; or, in other words, is Ix 
impatient to behold her darling dauj 
—Your pardon, my good madam; ' 
fear we fhall not be fo happy as to m 
prefent : — -There are more words tc 
bargain than you are aware of. 
I 
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Do you conceive it poffible, niy dear, 
that all the violent affe£lion (he has hither- 
to profeffed for me, nay, on fomeoccafions, 
abfolutely demonfirated, can ever be ex- 
tinguKhed by one fingle a£): of difobedi- 
ence? — Can (he abandon me to all the 
Diiferies of matrimony, without the lead 
compunflion ? — Be it fo then; for if mar- 
riages and hanging a&ually depend upon 
deftiny, — ^it would be in vain to endeavour 
to avoid either the one or the other, — That 
fame doSrine of predeftination, is a very 
pretty doftrine for people under my cir- 
cumftances ; — ** It was my fate, fay they; 
** how therefore could I, weak and frail 
*' as I am, in any degree refift ?" 

What a happy man this fame captain, 
in fixing his aiFedions upon fo rational a 
being as your humble fervant ! I neither 
expefl nor require perfeSion ; unreafonably 
require what I am fenfible I myfelf can 
never attain. Not one unncceflary pang 
have I given him ; played off none of my 
coufin's enchanting airs and graces ; — but^ 
N 2 SiiL 
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in conformity ^o the dilates of an hoijcft, 
uncorrupted nature, have i^ither top fiu* 
dioufly concealed, nor too glaringly revx^l- 
ed my approbatipn and ^opd-liking. 

I apprehend I have aded with more 
propriety upon this occafion, than ^ny 
other in my whole lifej and I have reafop 
to believe, the captain is equally (atisfie4 
with my copduft and love. So far I hav9 
cpndefccnded to obferve my mother's 
wholefpme leSurcs, — ** Never to give pain 
** to tl)at man's heart I meapt to make my 
'' hulband ; as I might depend upon it, that 
*^ the injuftice at fopie future period wo^ld 
<* be retaliated ;"— with a tboufand other 
articles, duly remembered, tho' not Worth 
a place in this letter : — I have, or rather 
{hall reap the benefit of them all, as I 
have moft judicioufly avoided preparing 4 
fod formyfclf. 
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L E T T E R^ XXVII. 
Lady Sanxsey to Mrs. Batson, 

ALAS, my dear fifter ! for what infults 
am I refervcd ! — Was it not fufBci- 
ent that I fubmitted, with almoft more thani 
human patience, to every bitter confe- 
quence of my unhappy folly ? — was liot 
the fubduing my pride, vanity, and felf- 
fufEciency, a tafk I found myfelf but ill 
able to perform ? — that this nevv calami- 
ty, this new humiliation, (hould fall upon 
me, to fwell the triumph my wretchednefs 
but too evidently gives to many hearts. I 
fhall not, however, long complain of a fate 
I have fo juftly merited ; — a flow, but fure- 
working defpair already preys upon my 
vitals ; — and the arms of death will prove 
my leaft deceitful afylum. 

But abominable wretch that I am^ to 
look oi\ly to the misfortunesv--uiixcv\xw&S\\ 
N4 ^ 
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of the mcEcies I have experienced. — It muft 
be icknowleged) that a froward heart is 
not eafily corre£ted: evil habits, when 
ftrongly confirmed by long pra^ice, cleave 
clofe, and the rent that feparates them from 
our nature, muft be both refolute and fe- 
vcre.— But I will endeavour, in fome mca- 
fure, to methodize my thoughts, for youi: 
better comprehending them. 

The gay, the all-prevailing Kitty had 
formed a party for an idle excurfion ; and I 
was deftined to participate, or at leaft diC^ 
femble a participation of her pleafure ; but 
when the morning arrived, I found myfelffo 
ill-affeded to the journey, that I ventured 
under the fandion of my friend captain Bri- 
ton's prefencc, to beg the company's excufe, 
and the baronet's permiffion to ftay at home. 

He furlily complied with what he called 
my perverfe fancies j — Kitty was fmart, as 
ufual upon fuch occafions; neither of 
which reached my repofe : and as it was 
very early in the morning, and I found 

myfelf 
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myfelf inclined to fleep, I made no fcruplf 
to yield to fo foft an influence. 

I never at any time was furplcious my-* 
felf ; and in order to avoid every fpecies of 
fufpicion, or difagreeable treatment, 1 had 
made it a point ever fince my difgrace, to 
leave the door of my apartment at the mer-r 
cy of my inquifitive duenna, and equally 
inquifitive hufband. 

¥► How long I had flept I am wholly igno- 
rant ; — I was however at length awaken* 
fsd, though not alarmed, by feme one*s 
entering the room : — but before I had time 
to enquire what her diligence fpMght after, 
(concluding it was the houfe-keeper) and 
why I was difturbed, contrary to my orders, 
—I heard the door bolted, and locked oa 
the infid^. 

I drew open the curtain with precipita- 
tion; but judge of my horror and confu- 
fion, (for I am' incapable of defcribing it) 
when I beheld that forward, bold furgeon^ 
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to whofc report of me I am indebted f6r 
all the mortifying refle£lions my charafier 
has fuftained, was the perfon who had thus 
fectired me to himfelf, as I doubted not, 
for the bafeft of purpofes. 

I afked him, with as much command of 
my temper and apprehenftons as I could 
poflibly aflume, why I faw him there i He 
drew inftantly to the bed-fide, and violent- 
ly feizing me, cried, " My dear creature 
•• Iball be informed ;— ^nly don't betray 
**^ yourfelf, and your honour is fafe ; — but 
«• if you are fo weak and fimple as te 
♦* difregard the voice of reafon and love, 
** you muft take the confequence both of 
*• my roughncfs and the world's cenfure; 
•^ a world that is prepared to judge 70U 
♦* with the utmoft feverity, from errors in 
*^ your condud in which I had no (hare. 
♦* — I vras charmed with you the firft mo- 
•* ment I beheld you, and have long wifhed 
*^ for fome fuch happy opportunity of bc^ 
^ ing upon the tender terms with yoU) as 

**muft 
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f^ muft hereafter be the cafe, unlefs you 
•** are bent upon your own deftruSion." 

*' Hear me, fir," cried I, " I bcfeech yoii 
** to hear my fixed determination. I ac- 
^< knowlege I am fenfible no lefs of the 
« power you have obtained over me, 
*.* than the good-nature of the world. 
^' «— Your generofity upon this occafion 
-** would intitle you to my higheft grati- 
<* tude ;r— nor would I ever complain of 
*' what is paft : — but as to purchafing the 
*^ fliadow of a reputation at the expence 
** of my honour, — be afiured I never 
♦* will ;-r-and if you do oblige me to alarm 
*' the houfc, my cries fhall never ceafe 
f^ until they have brought fome one to my 
*' aiSftance, or my ftrength entirely ex- 
*• haufted j — and perhaps, in fo great an 
•' exigence, I may find it little inferior 
?' to your own. — Spare, fparc me, there- 
•^ fore, the neceffity of exerting itj— ^ 
** leave my room immediately^ and every 
*' return you can reafonably afk, or I with 
<^ propriety grant, ihall be yours." 
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*« Madam/* returned the villaui, ** ast 
^< proof how much rather | would owe 
** my fuccefs to your favour than com- 
^ pulfion, I will for a few nK>ments de- 
<' lay (hewing you what I s^m capable of 
♦* performing.— I have contrive^ my mat- 
** ters too well to apprehend interruption : 
•^ confider, therefore, how idle it is to re- 
*' ferve yourfelf wholly for a man who 
^* negle£b and difregards you^ and for 
<' whom you never had, nor ever can 
*^ have the flighteft degree of aficdion. 
*' You have fuSered in your reputation ; 
** if innocently, revenge yourfelf on a 
^^ bafe world, by an a£lion that can never 
*< tranfpire to glut its malice, and make 
'^ me who love you, and am capable of 
** ferving you in many particulars, com- 
" pictely happy." * 

** My God !" exclaimed I, clapping 
my hands together, " what an alterna- 
'* tive ! — either to tear open the late 
*• wounds of my reputation siireib, by 
" furnifhing the public with si new fund . 

« for 
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^< for fcandal, or, in order to prcferve it in 
** its prefect doubtful ftate, fubmit to 
** every kind of abufe brutality and luft 
** are capable of exciting. No, fir, I 
*' have nothing more to offer ; you knovT 
*' my final refolution." 

A ftrong handkerchief which he hoi 
drawn out of his pocket during my laft , 
fpeech, and, unperceived by me, rolled up 
to a comfortable thicknefs, was now un^- 
cxpededly clapped before my mouthy 
which (except by one loud fcream that ef* 
caped me in the fame inftant it reached 
' my face) effeflually deprived me of every 
power or poffibility of calling affiftance. 
He was fo inhuman as to tye it in fuch a 
manner, that I concluded I muft die for 
want of breath, my noftrils being greatly 
confined. 

He held both my hands in one of his, 
without proceeding to one liberty; and 
coolly taking my garters from a chair, 
** Thefe," faid he, " will anfwer the pur- 
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«* pofe of fetters ; and fo> my good madai 
•* you will be quite fccured.** 

I now gave myfelf over for loft : tht 
agony of my mind is inconceivable ; — ^when, 
beyond probability or expectation, a man 
fuddenly bolted in at the window, and de^ 
livered me from every threatening eviU 

He was fo ftrong a fellow, and difap- 
pointment had rendered him fo defperate, 
that had I fainted, I know not what might 
have been the confequence to my deli- 
verer i — but happily I had both fo much 
ftrength and prefence of mind, to unfaften 
the door, and let in half a dozen people, 
who were liftening to, though unable to 
comprehend, the noife they heard.— The 
women foon got me to bed, whilft the 
men took proper care of the monfter. 

They with great difficulty removed the 
obftrudion of the handkerchief, and I 
was once more permitted to breathe. 

But 
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But I have received great hurt ; mjr 
nofe and mouth bleed an alarming quan- 
tity, which has fo weakened me, that C 
apprehend (in conjunction with a flovr 
fever that hangs upon me} nothing left 
than a confumption will be the confe- 
quence. The worthy fellow who was fo 
adlive in my deliverance, proves to be 
that valuable fervant captain Briton once 
mentioned with peculiar regard.— Great, 
unfpeakably great, are my obligations to 
him ; and I will ftrain a point, rather 
than he (hall go unrewarded. 

Sir Matthew has not fliewn metheleafl: 
tendernefs, notwithftanding all I havefuf- 
fered 5 — however, as he is fo gracious as to 
refrain from unkind refledlons, and trou- 
bles me with but little of his company, 
I will be content, 

I know not how to afl: with refpeS to 
the captain. Surely he will have fo much 
difcretion as to conceal the matter from 
his friend :— it would be very aukward 

foe 
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for me to intimate any concern about it, 
as it would feem to imply an expedbdon 
I would not be fuppofed to entertain,— 
Yet I know the colonel to have fo nice a 
fenfe of honour, — and I do believe his 
regard for me is fuch, that he would not 
forbear chaftifmg the villain with his owil 
hand, if Sir Matthew does fuffer him to 
cfcape with too much lenity. But why 
do I encourage fuch unneceflary appre- 
henfions?— Perhaps, before the news can 
reach him, I fhall have paid that debt of 
nature, the demand of which has already 
ftruck my heart. Alas, my Nancy, I 
fear we fhall never meet again ! — Misfor- 
tunes, like vices, are progreffive ;— a great- 
er and a greater have fuccceded ;— until 
this laft has wound up the whole, and will 
inevitably crufh me to atoms. 

Preferve my letters, my fifter, for the 
benefit of your poflerity, — Let them read 
what I was ; — let them read what I be- 
came;— and do you inform them of the 
termination. — Tell them that vice had no 

place 
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t)lace in the catalogue of mytranfgreffions, 
and yet that death alone cbuld (ecure rtk 
from cenfure, ot heal my peace. — Tell 
them how much I loved their valuable mo> 
ther; how fenfible I was of the juftic6, 
propriety, and neceflity of her advice ; 
but that vanity and felf-fufficiency fteeled 
my heart againft it,— or I had efcaped 
every misfortune. — And oh ! do not let 
Ine at faft die in vain ; — but conjure therti 
to reap the advantage I have procured 
them, — in teaching them to fhun fo fatal 
an example. 

LETTER XXVIir. 
Mrs. Batson to Lady Sanxsey. 

Ilntreat my dear fifter, notwithftand- 
ing her recent mortification, not to 
forego her worthy refolution, of bearing 
every calamity with fkmnefs and refig- 
nation. 
Vol. II. O 1^% 
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Do not now leave the vi^ry incom- 
pleat i — a well regulated corps receives re- 
peated (bocks undaunted ; and it is that 
compofure alone that can fave them from 
becoming a prey to the onenriy.— If they 
but once turn their backs j — if the order 
of their ranks is but oaice too nciuch bro- 
ken;— a precipitate, confufed, and fatal 
retreat muft be the confequence : and af- 
ter having fuftained the heat and fury of 
the battle, until the fignal was already 
given for flying before their conquering 
arms, they in one unguarded moment 
fuiFer the palm to be (hatched from their 
hands i and their lives and liberties be« 
come one horrid facrifice. 

My patience, I confefs, m one refpefi 
is perfedlly exhaufted. — ^Your native air, 
and the foft foothings of friendfhip, would 
be highly falutary in your prefent circum* 
ftanccs,— Propofe making us a fpeedy 
vifit, to your haughty monarch ; he muft 
be incapable of oppofing fo reafonable an 
inclination i— or if he fliould, I mytdf 

' will 
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will immediately come and fetch you, for 
you (hall not be loft. 

He either knows not your value, or his 
heart is moft bafely corrupt, to fufFer yoa 
thus to wither in your bloom, unfhel- 
tered and unpitied. Indeed, my good 
girl, your day of probation has been of 
long continuance, but depend upon it 
your reward is at hand. I have watched 
over your conduS with both a fteady and 
anxious eye, and have had the happinefs 
to find it, ever fince you became a wifif, 
fuch as I could have wiihed \ and one-and* 
twenty is but an early period, to have run 
the race of folly to an end. 

My fothejr, my hufband, join with mc 
in befeeching you not to difregard my re- 
queft of coming to us. Our afFedion for 
you is increaCed by your increafe of merit, 
and I once more repeat, that if it is f)of- 
fible to fave you, you flball not be loft- 
As to your ambition of ftanding fair in 
the colonel's opinion, it h b^tk tA\>xri!^ 
O 2, "^tA. 
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and laudable. — How Providence difpof 
every thing in your favour is ftriking 
evident from your accidental acquain 
ance with captain j^riton.— Not one 
your perfections are to be unknown ; yc 
prudence^ your refignation, your delicae 
and your love of virtue, even for itsoin 
fake, are all happily evinced by your la 
condu£): ; and I think it is moft advifeaU 
to leave the concealment or divulging < 
it intrrely to the captain's own option :- 
he undoubtedly knows the man he has 1 
deal with, and whilft be does juftice t 
your reputation, muft be incapable < 
wounding your repofe, 

I am greatly puzzled to divine what 1 
good a kind of man can find in 01 
ftrange unfeeling coufm Kitty, to attac 
him. — How will his friend ever be brougl: 
to approve fuch a choice ? — Will it notoc 
cafion an infallible breach between them i 

I could almpft be tempted to wifh, froo 
downright ^alice, that he would chang 

hii 
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his mind, and leave her in the lurch: — 
ihe defervcs fuch treatment more thjin any 
young woman I am acquainted with. 
Keep up your fpirits, my love, we muft 
fee her puniflied, mortified at leaft:— nor 
will fhe at the Ipng ru;i efcape ; — Ihe has 
apparently a bad difpofition. All your er- 
rors, by playing merely upon the furface, 
were foon brought to light, and have as 
foon dyed away ; but her's will never per- 
fectly beer^icated j — they are interwoven 
with hef nature, they are commixed with 
her blood, and lie too deep ever to be ex- 
haufted,— Another and another will fuo- 
cced ; — yet another and another remain 
until the end of her life. Nor will that 
laft fcene, I am afraid, afford either more 
'inftrudlion to her acquaintance, or honour 
to herfelf, than thofe fhe has already 
pafled. I am furprized my aunt can fufFer 
her at fo early an age, to be thus giddily 
miftrefs of her own inclinations, efpecially 
as (he has not only an extenfive know- 
lege of life, but human nature itfelf; — 
but, in fliort, that is her foible :— fhe is too 
O 3 ^"^xxx-i^ 
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partial to fee errors, fhe would be toe 
tender to corre£k; therefore^ to avoi4 
giving pain to hec»wn heart, or vexation 
to her child, (he is content to remain in 
a paffive half blind ftate, and Idave her to 
her own inventions. I beg I may hear 
from you again very foon. — Make your 
propofal of vifiting us with becoming cou- 
rage 5 — do not be frowned into mean con- 
ceffions:— the tyrant would tremble, if 
the coward dared but once to rebel. Shew 
Kim the difference between voluntary fub- 
miffion and undiftinguifhing implicit obe- 
dience, and let me foon embrace my long 
loft fifter. 

LETTER XXIX. 

Mifs HUTCHENS to Mifs BiNFIELD. 

ANOTHER letter from mamnia, 
replete with the dire fummons of 
return, h return ! — ^What can I do ?— I 
3m fomewhatfimilarly circumflanced with 

youi 
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your heroines in romance j — and the 
queflion is. Shall I break mother's heart, 
or my own ? — Why truly, between you 
and I, I have no ill defign upon either; — 
but as I am fenfible of the means of de- 
ftroying or preferving the one, and can 
dnly guefs at the efFeds my conduct would 
produce upon the other; you know it 
would not be politic to quit a certainty 
for an uncertainty. I am, boweveri mi* 
fcrably ftreightened j — turn to the right, 
the left, or follow my nofe 5 — I proteft I 
know not which to prefer : —love pulls 
one way, duty another. — I cannot long 
bear the fevere conflict, but muft yield 
to the moft prevailing power. 

Almighty Love, is itpoffiblel fhould 
ever renounce thee ? —and fober duty, hoW 
fliall we break hands ?— Yet, when were 
wc fo familiar ?— Cramp my genius, my 
inclination within the narrow rules of 
duty? I ever fcomed the thought;— and 
as I proved fuperior to every fuch paukry 
fuggcftion at fifteen, would it notbcfcwc^- 
O 4 ^^o\x^ 
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dalous to fufFer myfelf tp be overcooie bf 
it at twenty ? 

Mamma, if I do rebel, will deal n^e out 
a Jong, long le£lure j — tell me ** (he has re- 
i^iained fingle ever fince I was . two year$ 
old, for my fake alone ;— devoted all her 
wifhes, all her attention to nay welfare;— 
watched over me with the unwearied eye 
of parental tendernefs ; ;and fuffered me tp 
^njoy ipy unrcftrained inclinations, ex- 
cept when they glaringly demanded rc- 
fti^int i and even then, £he wa$ far from 
ftepping in with the authority of a parent, 
intrtaties, not violent oppodtion being her 
refource upon fuch pccafions, in order to^ 
convince my reafon, and obtain her purpofc 
by voluntary conceflion." ** So far good, 
mamma;— but have not I, repeatedly pro-« 
fcffed myfelf obliged to you for youf care 
and kindnefs?. — and have I apy other re- 
turn in my power ?— Did you not find a 
fecret gratification in my infantine en- 
dearments ? — ^and did you not rather love 
pie for your's, than my own fake?— Wa3 
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IK>t my happinefs an eflfential to your hap- 
pinefs ? — for could you have enjoye4 
peace, if I had been afHided with fick- 
«ef$ or misfortune ?— Did i not fubmit in 
general to your perfuafions, even to the 
punifhment of my own heart; — and 
thereby reader the exertion pf that authority 
yo.u mention unneceffary ?— rand if my rea- 
fon remained unconvinced, my compliance 
was your3."— " So far good, daughter/* 
>VeIl Aow, with refpeft to the fingle ar- 
ticle of matrimony, which of us ought 
more immediately to be confulted ? — It i^ 
not a point to be trifled with, or compli- 
mented out of one's own hands, — as re- 
pentance would but fucceed in vain ; — 
and as I do know mamma fo well, ({he 
would eafily be reconciled, my girl, when 
(be found there was no remedy;— but 
would never be brought to bellow her 
fandipn upon this chofen fwain, without 
fpending an age in enquiries refpeding 
hit difpofition, chara£ter, fortune, con- 
nexions, l&c. Sec.) fhe fhall hear no more 
of mej^ uotil I have afTumed the peni- 
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teotialsy by being cdnverted into Mr«» 
Scitoo. 

Befidesy (be drill retaim a biig^ opinioii 
•f my dainty coufin's widom, and wouU 
idiialKbly confdt her upon the occafion.— 
Revenge, I know from experience, is.fw«ets 
file would either fet her face wholly againft 
the match ; or, what is exa<ftiy the iaine 
thing, throw out inuendos of its impro* 
pr iety -, and (b, in order to pleafe her, and 
compliment her judgment, I fiiould be 
lendered miferable all my life long» 

O, but we are to have a funeral !— *Her 
ladyfliip is going fad, at leaft in imagina- 
tion 'y though it is moft apparent, that hei^ 
lord and mafter,. from the conftrquences of 
former irregularities, is in much the greater 
ganger. The captain almoft offended flie 
laft night. — I was advifmg him to embrace 
the opportunity her death would furniib 
him with, of difplaying his witj — '* You 
•* {hall connpofe a foft elegy," faid U " ^^ 
^ I will fet it to fuftcr mufic." 
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He appeared chagrined, a£tually fighed ; 
— *' Poor lady ! alas, fhe deferves a better 
** fate !" " How, Sir," cried I,« I thought 
** her ladyftkip poffeffed no larger a Iharc 
*' of your approbation than mine ?" — 
** True, madam," rcfumed he, *' but ap- 
*^ proacUng death will awaken compaf- 
^^ Hon in breads that are not accuftomel 
•* to fed it.** 

A pretty rebuke truly ! but I pafled it 
0ver unnoticed, or rather nnrefented. 

How diferent her charaiSler and mine ! 
She wasfofimple as to defeat her own pur* 
pofes, by fluttering out of due feafon ; but I 
referve my eclat until the gentleman is fairly 
noofed> — when I mean to appear in my owa 
proper colours. I would pipe and whine in- 
deed ! and die of the pipr, becaufe fpoufey 
would negled me, or was incapable of kind- 
nefs! No: I would run here, there, and 
every where in queft of diffipation. If my 
borne was unpleafant, it fhould be no home 
for me. I would not fmk beneath the Weight, 



t04 The History of 

but ratde my chains aloud, until I brought 
fbme gallant knight to my aiSftance, who 
breaking them afunder, (hould lay both my 
own and his libetty at my feet. — I woul3 
fmile encouragement upon him, — accq>t 
of bis proffered fcrviccs, — keep the brute in 
awe, by having my Ciciibeo (agreeable to 
the prevailing cuftom of Vienna, as de- 
fcribed by a certain lady) to attend me 
wherefoever I was difpofed to appear. A 
married woman^ if ihe has but fufficient 
fpirit to cad off the yoke of unjuftifiabM 
authority, has a thoufand advantages un* 
unknown to a virgin-ftate. — A hu(band 
command ! a hufband govern ! A very pret- 
ty ftory truly ;— but let them, they would 
have my confcnt, provided they wifely 
cbofe a proper dominion : — their own vi- 
olent tempers, and perverfe narrow incli- 
nations, would find them full employment. 
I will ki you fuch an example of conjugal 
affc£lion, and female power, that you fhall 
blefs yourfelf that you did not take the 
Icad^ and for want of proper capacity, 

and 
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judgment, and fo forth, — fall into fatal and 
irretrieveable errors; 

How I long to revifit the cireles I was 
wont to frequent, under petticoat govern- 
ment, to give them a fpecimen of the wide 
diftindion 1 make between a dependant 
and an mdependant ftate ! — I will fo teaze^ 
fo pleafe, and fo afioniih a little multitude 
of butterflies, that but lately forfook me, to 
fwell my lady's pride I—efpecially if (he 
fhould live and fulFer herfelf to be hauled 
with her pallid, death-like countenance a-> 
mongft us ;— for I believe I may without 
vanity pronounce, that her fuperiority re« 
fpe£iing your humble fervant, has attained 
a final period. 

She is poflefTed of fome very handfome 
jewels ; her grand-mother's, I think (for as 
to her own mother, a more complete coun« 
try mope never exifted). They were new- fet 
when (he was fuppofed to be upon the brink 
of fuch a match as would have eSc£tuMy 
deftroyed me, had it taken place. — Now, 
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if one was fare (he had not alK>ve a month 
or fo to live, and that her queer baronet 
would fo far open his heart, as, by way of 
reward for the facrificc of time I have 
aiade him, prefent one with them, it would 
be a kind of temptation to poftpone one's 
intentions for that period. — But I fear it 
would not anfwer :-T-ihe is delicate in ap« 
pearance, but tough in reality, and mzj 
creak on many a long year.— I will not 
therefore hazard the lofs of a hufband, for 
a precarious profped of a diamond neck- 
lace : — fo that, if (he will not flip oflF in dnc 
poor week, ihe may live feven years for 
aught I care. The furgeon-fellow has 
undergone a difcipline, that, if Lam not 
greatly miftaken, he will be far from 
lofing the remembrance of in a hurry, and 
has been fufFered to depart. — His condud, 
however, has given fuch offence, and his 
treatment fo funk him in the good opinion 
of his friends and patients, that it is 
thought, he will not be able to continue 
in the country, but muft feek a (ettlement 
elfewhcre* 
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Our late harmony has been torn from tit 
"by his cli^mfey rough paw ;— my Jady it 
invifible, — the Wnight furly, — ^the captaia 
Cerious, and your friend I don't know 
howifli.— What the muddy calm will jpro* 
^ce is yet in embrio. 



LETTER XXX* 
Colonel DiNGLEY to Mr.B&ooxsBANS^ 

WILL you not be furprifed to bear, 
that John Jones, notwithftandin^ 
his feveral attachments to this part of the 
country, is about to remove, — having de- 
termined to fix his refidence (accompanied 
by his loving wife, and much valued frieni 
of the cottage) at Edinburgh, at leaft for 
fome time. No great preparation is necelC- 
faryj— poor folks are eafily iranfporlei 
from one quarter to another. — Bat how 
comes he fo quit captain Briton's fervicef 
Only ih order to render himfelf more fer- 
viceable to him, as will be iieen hereaftei:. 
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He has already given his wife due notice of 
his defign ; nor doubts her acquiefcence^ 
as ihe never yet attempted in one fingle in- 
ftance to oppofe his pleafure. The ftatc 
of feparationihe has for fome time expe- 
rienced, muft have been very painful to 
her.— Poor dear foul, how does flic not 
long to behold my face I 

You cannot conceive what a fmart, fen- 
fible, good-natured thing it is j — ^ftie would 
throw hcrfelf away upon me, contrary to 
all her friends advice : — they thought pro- 
per in return to renounce her j— but I 
happily found means to reconcile them.- 
She underwent much fatigue during her 
abfence from England ; but bore it with a 
magnanimity peculiar to herfelf;— nor 
fliall flie ever repent either her choice or 
condudl. If ever I fliould revifit Wiltfliire, 
I will bring her in my hand ; —and, in the 
mean time, befpeak your friendship and 
favourable confideration for her. I intend 
to take Sir Matthew's houfe in my way ) 
-*-one parting look, — one farewel figh,— 

at 
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at leaft to the walls, is all I protnife or dare 
truft myfelf with. If you fhould have much 
leifure, and fome little curiofity to enquire 
into particulars, let me hear from you a- 
gain by the return of the poft:— delaya 
ileill be dangerous j for perhaps this very 
J<din Jon^s may Toon be taken off the 
great ftage of aSion, and dwindle once more 
into an abfolute nothing. 



LETTER XXXI. 

Mr. Brooksbank to Colonel Dingley* 

UPON my honour, Charles, you trifle 
moft intolerably with a heart that 
has ever beat with friendly anxiety refpe^- 
ing your affairs. I know not what con- 
ftru£tion to put upon your prefent frolic or 
phrenfy : — ^you are rational and intelligent, 
except in the articles of your change of 
name and condition.— Why will you tor- 
ture me with fufpence ? — why will you not 
reveal your whole defigii ? — It cannot be 
Vox. IL P ^i^tsx 
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from want of confidence in me ; and as to 

your playfulnefs, it is utterly inconfiftent 

with the character of my friend. I have 

never before heard of a captain Briton, or 

at leaft that you had an acquaintance of 

that name ; where can you have pick'd him 

up ? and what can be yi^ur view in afluming 

the habit of a fervant ? You are a man of 

honour, or I fhould be alarmed at your 

proceedings, fkulking about the country 

in difguife ; and more efpecially a country 

that you ought, for your peace fake, above 

all others to (hun. — Putting your friend 

upon making love to a woman you defpife, 

and now fleering oflF for Scotland at an 

hour's notice, are circumftances fo myflc- 

rious, that I am unable to unravel them. 

Believe me, Charles, the wifeft ftep you 
could take is to fly to me; — there is dan- 
ger in your prefent fituation no lefs to lady 
Sanxfey than yourfelf :— you have been 
happily ferviceable to her j — let that con- 
tent you, and do not ruin with one hand, 
what you have accompli(hed with the 

other. 
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other. I will not much longer keep your 
(perhaps unwarrantable) fecret. — Howdol 
know but I may be indireftly carrying on 
fome horrid plot, — and, as an acceflbry, be 
brought in for a (hare of the punifliment? 
— If you do not explain yourfelf, by fome 
early opportunity, to my entire fatisfacSIon, 
I am determined to apply to a magiftrate, 
—lay the whole bufinefs before him, and 
having obtained due authority, apprehend 
you for a vagrant. As for your Dulcinea, 
fhe may ftroll at large j— I know her not, 
—nor will I concern my felf about her; — 
fome camp-trull I fuppofe at beft : — but 
for you, depend upon ic, I will blow up all 
your fchemes, and oblige you to produce 
my friend colonel Dingley upon the fpot. 
What have I to do with your John 
Jones's, Matts of the cottage, or foppifli 
captain Britons ? — They have amongft 
them, I fear, murdered the man I love j but 
I will call them to a moft fevcre account. 

To be ferious : Your letters are fuch a 
mixture of the comic and tragic^ lVi2L\.\ 
P 2 Vwo^ 
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know not whether to laugh or cry at 
them. 

If thefe declarations do not bring you to 
rcafon, violent methods muft. — Can you 
not conceive the fatisfaSion you deprive 
me of, by thus unkindly abfenting yourfelf, 
if not from my knowlege, at lead from 
my fociety ? — Nor can it be pofliblc to 
make me ah adequate return. My for- 
bearance has been hardly conftrained. I 
would have chid you weeks ago for your 
cruelty, had I not flattered myfelf fome in- 
nocent confpiracy was maturing againft fine 
mifs Hutchens.— I own I could not even 
have wifli'd to prevent your humbling her 
by every juftifiable means ; — I would have 
her fmart in her vanity, and pretenfions to 
fuperiority, where fo few can be fuperior 5 
but her perfon, fortune,and reputation ought 
to be facred. Let me receive an immediate 
anfwer from colonel Dingley, a categorical 
ahfwer to the following interrogatories. • 

Is he, or is he not ftill my friend ? Is my 

peace and happinefs ftill of any confequence 

I .. to 
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to him ? — Does he mean to perfift in enter- 
taining me with only whiptfyllabubs, when 
my conftitution evidently requires more 
fubftantial food ? Let him anfwer thefe 
queries in the firft place, and perhaps I may • 
extend my demand to the folution of many 
others remaining in the breafl of his highly 
tantalized friend. 



LETTER XXXn. 
Colonel DiNGLEY to Mr. Brooksbank. 

WHY, my good, honeft, tefty Ned, 
— what a buftle doft thou make 
about the moft innocent, the moft triffling 
afFair in nature? — Mufti repeat all that I 
have already faid?-~As how that colonel 
Dingley is no longer colonel Dingley, and 
that John Jones is literally John Jones, 
and much at your fervice, — What a deal 
of unneceflary trouble could you now find 
in your heart to give a poor, harmlefs fel- ' 
low, who is your entire we\\-\v\ttit:i . "^nsx^ 

p 3 i« 
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for your comfort, the farce is almoft ripe for 
exhibition, — and you (hall be permitted to 
fhove in your miferable long lean face, for 
your entertainment and fatis faction, the au- 
thor's night j — but fooner I cajinot promife. 
I feel unufual pleafure at the near approach 
of my wiflies j but what will become of 
me, when they are accomplifhcd ? — I can- 
not live without employment j — my difeafe 
is diverted, nay almoft fufpended, arnidit 
bufy fccnes ; but on my return to idlenefs, 
would return upon me with double vigour. 
You furely can llrike out fome little office 
for me ; — a whipper in, for example, an af- 
fiftant in the ftable, or at worft recommend 
me in your neighbourhood as an able hand 
at taming a fhrew. I will not truft myfelfto 
bcfcrious : you know not how much depends 
upon my fupporting my prefcnt charaSer 
with proper dignity, — or you would never 
attempt to make me relinquifh it. Do not 
write to me in a rational ftrain, until I fct 
you the example ; — the ball, alas! will 
drop too foon, I fear, for my repofe. 

Mifs 
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Mifs Kitty has confented to favour cap- 
tain Britdn with her hand;— and he, I 
hope, is too much the man of honour to 
treat her unworthily. 

My wife arrived laft night in order to 
accompany me.— I told you how impati- 
ent fhe would be to return to my arms, 
after having once made her peace with her 
relations. She approves my fcherjie in 
the higheft degree, and is now anticipa- 
ting her future happinefs. 

The fair fex are abundantly more 
prompt to take felicity upon credit, than 
us heavy phlegmatic mortals. — Their ima- 
ginations are both ftrong and lively : — un- 
cloyed with bufmefs, unincumbered by re- 
fledlion, on they go. The profpecSt is de- 
lightful and extenfive ; they enjoy it to the 
utmoft. — A cloud fuddenly arifes. — No 
matter : it will never reach them in their 
prefent fituation. — They do, however, get 
well foufed ; — whimper a little, ftialce their 
ears ; — but the next hour 2l^ iorv^X'^ ^^kv- 

P 4. \il^51'^ 
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brace fome new infatuation.— Whilft we, 
weighing ways and means,—- qircumftaa-* 
ces and events, — ^probabilities, poffibilities» . 
and their contraries,: — neither tafte the 
paft, prefent, or future, in an adequate 
degree. Wifdora, my friend, is but a 
troublefome companion in this path of 
life. — How many evils does it not .unne- 
ceflarily make us attentive to ? how many 
dangers does it not alarm us with ? — how 
many deaths does it not occafion us to die i 
Without it our fight is happily con- 
trafled : — we feel the calamity only when 
it reaches us — (and who can deny but 
that the evil in expectation, generally ex* 
cceds the reality) ; We lofe it the inftant 
it is furmounted j— and again look for- 
ward with joyful, and unapprehenfive 
hearts. 

Take my advice, Ned. — You are dif- 
poi'ed to change your condition j — prepare 
the collar, — flip your neck without hcfi- 
tation fairly into it ; — it is time enough to 
complain, when it becomes uneafy : — 

but 
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but if ^ou o^ce fancy that you can fepaf- 
rate the convenience from ((xxkt little ia<r 
conveniences, good bye to you, your fate 
is detersiined. Perhaps this is the lail: 
rambling letter you may receive, though 
pot the leaft pleafmg ; for when I fall 
again, I never more fhall rife. 

Ah, woe is me that have a wife ! —What 
an impediment to my advancement ! — Sir 
Matthew's pld toothlefs hciifckeeper was 
inclined to behold me with an eye of ap- 
probation. She has feathered her neft 
pretty handfomely j — an endlefs ward- 
robe-; — many valuable pieces of furniture ; 
— two hundred pounds judicioufly tyeJ up 
in the foot of a worn-out (locking; — be- 
fides India bonds to a very cojifiderable 
amount : — but as it is impoiTible for me 
to give myfelf a legal claim to . all this 
treafure, I muft endeavour to content my- 
felf without it. 

Nor, indeed, to confefs a truth, would 
I forego the poffeffioii of my tender, my 
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fenfible Fanny for all (he can, or may 
be able to beftow. — My Fanny ! who is the 
fofteft, the moft endearing companion;-: 
the moft indulgent, mofl: compaffionate of 
friends ; and the moft grateful and obli- 
ging of wives, that ever fell to wicked 
mortal's lot.— Nay, flie is abundantly too 
good for me ; — nor can I make her amends 
for all fhe has done and fuffered for my 
fake. She preferved my life by her care 
and afliduity ;— (he revived my fpirits by 
her vivacity;— and if my fcheme (hould 
be produflive of the expefted fatisfaSion, 
— it is to her alone that I am indebted for 
it. — Do not, therefore, I conjure you, de- 
fpife her humble birth, or obfcure deftiny; 
— let the goodncfs of her heart obtain fa- 
vour in your fight ;— you v/ill never repent 
aught you may determine for her advan- 
tage. I could expatiate whole hours upon 
her perfedions, — yet leave the theme un- 
cxhauftcd :— Ihe is a pattern for wives ; — 
a trcafurc to her hufband j and from bcin<^ 
poficffcd of that ineftimable gem, con- 
tentment, is hcrfelf as happy, as (he ren- 
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ders all thofe who have connexion with 
her.— But I fuppofe you are heartily weary 
of my unintelligible jargon ;— yet reft af- 
fured, that I have a recompencc in ftore 
for all your fufFerings. 

LETTER XXXIII. 

Mifs HUTCHENS to Mifs BiNFIELD. 

Edinburgh. 

WELL, my dear, I have at laft 
ftruck my threatened bold firokc 
for a hufband, as you will find by the date 
of my letter ; but fuch a hufl^and is worth 
procuring on any terms. His fervant was 
difpatchcd laft week, in order to fettle 
himfelf in fome decent habitation for our 
reception, an inn being a prepofterous 
place, in the captain's opinion, to convey 
a lady to. We have laughed all the way 
at the thoughts of the heavy buftle our 
flight will occafion both in town and coun- 
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try. My lady, notwithftanding flie was 
pleafed to take the fame route fome fix 
months ago, with a perfon no more to be 
compared tocaptain Briton than I to Hercvksy 
will, I doubt not, be very liberal of her ccn- 
furcs. It will prove a cordial to her 
drooping Spirits ; difpel thofe vapours that 
have for fome time overwhelmed her;— 
and in fine, reftore her to new life and vi- 
gour. Nothing can be more engaging 
than the captain's behaviour^ or more oi- 
tertaining than his converfation. He was 
acquainted with every town through which 
we paffed ;— pointed out every profpeS 
worthy obfervation ; and told me e\'ery 
gentleman's feat, with little agreeable 
anecdotes relative to the families, the flying 
carriage gave us a tranfient view of. Com- 
mend mc to your fober timid lafles, who 
never have the courage to leave mamma's 
apron-ftring ; — who accept a clumfey an- 
cient batchelor of her providing, without 
either offering the flightcft objevSlion,— or 
even wifliing (o to do ; — who fubmit to 
be led to church, paflive, eafy vidims, in 
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face of an odious congregation ; — and ex- 
change her roof for that df their newly 
eled^ed, or rather conftituted^ tyrants, &s 
a matter merely of common accident and 
neceffity. 

As for ray own part, I- now declare, 
in. the prettieft, fnuggeft, neateft of apart- 
ments, that if it was poifible for me to 
be removed by enchantment into my mo- 
ther's houfe 5 — and I was convinced that 
flie would not only approve and promote 
the match I have iu>w travelled fo many 
miles to bring to a conclufion, — but that 
flic would honour the ceremony with her 
prefence, and fmirk, as mothers are wont - 
to do on fuch occafions ;— I fhould a 
thoufand times prefer the plan I have 
purfued; — expofe myfelf to fome few 
frowns, a very infupportable ledure, and 
all that difagreeable round-about I appre- 
hend I fliall be obliged to take, before I 
fhall be able to eftablifli myfelf once more 
in her good graces;— and fliould even 
think the pleafant journey 1 have enjoyed 
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moft cheaply purchafed^ with even the ad- 
ditional fevere penance my very good 
friend lady Sanxfey may perfuade her to 
inflid- 

To-morrow morning the bleflfed knot 
is to be tied. — How differently do differ- 
ent optics reprefent one and the fame ob- 
jedl ! —Some girls flounce and flufter them- 
felves with the notion of forfeiting their 
liberty, and foregoing all the pleafures of 
their lives.— I confefs that feems to have 
been the original intention of the folem- 
nity;— but if we had not innumerable 
inftances of a contrary confequence, ma- 
trimony would have but few votaries, 
efpecially at my age. What at twenty, 
like the ridiculous Jeweffes, carry a badge 
of my flavery about me, and ftill lick my 
lips at fcencs I am far from having loft 
my relifh for, from idly fuppofing them 
inconfiftent with the dignity of my ma- 
tronly charatSer ! But I have already ex- 
plained myfelf fufficiently upon this fub- 
jeft. I defire you will be prepared for ac- 

companjN 
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:ompanying us in our London journey ; I 
jofitively will not appear without you j — 
md if you are not confenting to your own 
happine fs, — my hero fhall carry you ofF 
by violent methods ; — and I will under- 
take to reconcile you to your fate. 



Afternoon. 

The good father who is to perform the 

ceremony, and a friend of his procuring 

to aft the beftowing part (vulgarly called 

giving one away), have been introduced 

to me. How little does my eafy undi- 

vining mother conceive the fituation her 

daughter is now in, or the bufmefs that 

epgages her ! — On my word, if it was not 

for the utter impoflibility of the thing, I 

fliould have her flap upon me at the moft 

unfavourable of junftures, and my whole 

fcheme difconcerted in a twink. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
Lady Sanxsey to Mrs. Batson. 

STRANGE news, my dear fifter ! Tbc 
worthy appearing captain Briton has 
defcended to fo mean, fo fcandalous an 
a^ion, as carrying ofF a raw unthinking 
girl, who, regardlefs of the confequence, 
has confulted no other monitor than her 
vanity, and is captivated by no other 
charm than a gay outfide. 

I am both mortified and aftoniflied at 
being made the dupe of his artifice. — How 
did he impoi'e upon my eafy credulity, — 
Engage my anp.obation and good opinioti, 
by a conciu£l fo uniform and unexception- 
able, that I cpnfidered him as abundantly 
too good for the creature he has made 
choice of ! — But to fteal away in fo un- 
gentee), fo ungentleman-like a manner,— 

and 
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and never having revealed either his cir- 
cumftances or intentions,— befpeak him of 
a very different compofition to what I 
imagined. 

There muft, my Nancy, be fome de- 
feft in his fortune, or deception in his 
praftices,— or he would never have en- 
tered a family in the difadvantageous, the 
defpicable light of a run-away and fedu- 
cer ; for fuch I am perfuaded my poor 
aunt will confider him. I every day was 
expelling proper propofals to be made by 
him, or I fhould not have fufFered matters 
to proceed the vifible length they even 
had done. 

I am grieved to think, how the fond 
mother's heart will be wounded by this 
premeditated a£l of difobedience ; — nor 
can I give her other confolation than af- 
furing her, that his behaviour was the be- 
haviour of a gentleman, — his converfa- 
tion agreeable (o every tenor of propriety 
and honour. — But this will little avail 
Vol, II. (^ hcr^ 
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her, when fo recent an inftance of hb 
deviation from every favourable appear- 
ance, — contradids what he would have 
intimated were his real principles. 

I know not how to condu£t myfelf upon 
tfiis occafion. — Confeffing the hint he 
once gave me refpeding the colonel, caa 
be of no fervice to either the afflided mo- 
ther or misjudging daughter, and might 
too probably draw ungenerous refle^ons 
upon me. 

The world we know is malicious, and 
has fo fruitful an invention, that I fhould 
not be furprized (on fuch a circumftance's 
tranfpiring) if it was to charge me with 
being acceflbry to the whole fcheme, if 
not the fole concerter of it ^ — with encou- 
raging the captain to vifit at our houfe ;— 
teaching him to recommend himfelf to 
Sir Matthew, in order to fecure bis foot- 
ing; — and by difplaying the charms of 
Mifs Kitty's handfome fortune, inciting 
him to the bold ftep he has fo fucceis- 
fully carried into execution. 
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I am fo weak and low, that I will not 
»nfwer for the confequences of an addi- 
tional fhock ; but if you think it neceflaiy 
I (hould expofe myfelf to it, I will^gladl/ 
run all hazards. My faculties are really 
fo impaired, I dare not rely upon my 
own judgment in any cafe j — therefore 
fhall come to no abfolute determination, 
until I receive your friendly and judicious 
advice. Sir Matthew, by his invitation of 
her to his houfe, has rendered himfelf in 
fijme meafure anfwerable for every evil 
that may befal her ; — ^nor am I forry that 
he fhould bear the bunhen. 

As to your very kind, your very agree- 
able requeft of feeing me at your village, 
I own it grieves me that I cannot comply 
with it ; but I will give you my objefkions, 
and exculpate myfelf from every undue 
charge by anticipation. In the firft place, 
then, I have reafon to believe that I am fo 
much reduced in my ftrength and fpirits, 
as to be unequal to the journey ; — and as 
to obtaining Sir Matthew's confent, I am 
Q^ 2 con- 
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convinced I could as cafily level monn- 
tains, and reftrain the impetuous wave^ 
I would not be uncharitable, but the man 
who could for fo long a time behold the 
vifible decay that has overfpread my coun- 
tenance unmoved, — muft be incapable of 
giving into any propofition merely to 
prevent its fatal continuance. 

Be content,, my fitter; — ^pieace and this 
world are irreconcileable : — I fall a mar- 
tyr to my own? indifcretion ; — but what 
my bloom and years have loft, I hope 
my mental part has gained. — I have maik 
the beft preparation I am able, as I can 
perceive no poflibility of avoiding the 
blow, to fupport it with due refignatioft. 

But I have a ftronger motive to detain 
me, than either of the foregoing. 

Sir Matthew has fo heated and fretted 
himfelf for fome time paft, that he has 
thrown his whole mafs of blood into a 
ferment. — His head and ftomach have been 
more than once feverely attacked, though 

for 



Misfi PITTBOROUGH. 229 

a ihort period ; and unlefs the dlforder can 
fee brought into the extreme parts, and 
terminate in a good (harp fit of his goutjr 
diftemper, the odds are greatly in his dif- 
favour ; — and notwithftanding I feem to 
be in almoft the laftftageof my exiftencei 
I may yet furvive his diffolution. I have 
hitherto fupported my cbarafter of a wife, 
with all the decency and propriety my 
•unhappy circumftances would ^dmit. — I 
certainly injured him, in making him 
only a tool of ray refentm^nt, and have 
much to be forgiven. The profpeft of 
death may occafion a change in his fenti- 
mehts; — and if we can mutually pardon, 
and mutually aflift each other, — in this 
moft trying, this n^oft important of exi- 
gencies j— we may, perhaps, in great 
meafure atone for our mutual tranfgref- 
iions. 

I believe Sir Matthew has been very 
/aulty in the beginnning of his life.— May 
all his errors not only be recollefted, but 
^expiated ! But fo far howevet ?tom ^xo- 



!l 
230 The HisTORTof II 

moting this ncccflary work, by yielding to 
felfifh confiderations, and abfenting myfdf 
at this juncture, I (hould drive him to all 
thofe paffionate extremes a weak mifA 
and fufFering body are fo liable to fall into. 
I know the goodnefs of your heart too well, 
to apprehend you will either difapprove or • 
attempt to Ihake my refolution,—efpecial- 
ly as you may reft afTured of this me- 
lancholy truth, that it is beyond the power 
of medicine, or the moft friendly affiduity, 
to reftore me. ^I am a mere walking ghoft, 
and aftually totter on the verge of eternity. 

Adieu, my beft beloved, my mcA valu- 
able of fifters. — Our feparation will be only 
momentary; — when you hsLVC fdught ysur 
good fight ^ and finijhed your courfey-^^N^ (hall 
again be re- united for ever and ever. Do 
not let the dropping off of fo miferable a 
weed affe£t you beyond meafure : the fault 
was in the foil 5 — but by being tranfplant- 
ed, its rancour will be loft, and it will then 
fhoo. up to full perfection. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
Colonel DiNOLEY to Mr. Brooksbanjc. 

Edinburgh. 

AG R E E A B LE to my promife, I am 
now fet down to unravel that my- 
ftery that has fo long perplexed you, — 
every circumftance of which has concurred 
to my entire fatisfaftion ; and you may 
judge of my prefent rapture, ty the con- 
tinual hints I have thrown out relpe£ling 
the importance of my fuccefs. 

I arrived in this town, in the character 
of John Jones, on Tuefday laft, accompa- 
nied by my loving fpoufe and honeft 
Matt, whom I before informed you were 
marked down for ixjy fellow - traveller^. 
We found but little difficulty in obtain- 
ing a tolerable habitation ; and with great 
^diligence, began to prepare ourfelves fpr 
;our mafter's arrival. 

Ct4 ^^ 
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He was a day later than we cxpeded : 
howevc r, the fmoaking horfes, and enflam- 
ed complexion of his lady, befpoke their 
expedition. Never did I think that Kitty's 
eyes were capable of fuch agreeable viva- 
city, — as the only fparkle t had ever ft en 
them adorned with, was what malicious 
pleafure communicated. She paffcd the chief 
part of that afternoon in writing. — The 
captain did me the honour to make me his 
companion over a bottle, and a chearful 
one it was; nor did we either diflioneftly 
or churlifhiy exclude my worthy Fanny 
from her juft participation. 

The evening arrived : — pleafure ftill 
danced in her countenance;— (he was fu- 
perior to all your little fqueamifh fancies 
afTumed upon thefe occafions : — fancies, 
that, notwithftanding their folly, are not 
without their beauty;— and retired to reft 
with heart- felt fat is fad ion. The clergy- 
man had paid his compliments to the lady, 
and engaged to have a friend of his ready 
in due time in the morning, to affift at the 
appointed ceremony. 
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At length the morn arrived, and 
Heavily in clouds brought on the day. 

Breakfaft waited fome time : no parfon 
made his appearance. The captain ftorm'd, 
— the lady intreated him to be compofed. 
Delays in their circumftances were by no 
means dangerous : — it was impoffible they 
(hould be purfued, — and fhe was an utter 
ftranger in that part of the world 5— there- 
fore it would be agreeable to her to take a 
little walk, and perhaps the gentleman 
might be ready by their return.— The cap- 
.tain acquiefced, on condition that he was 
firft permitted to enquire into the caufe of 
his difappointment. — *' Some indifpenfiblc 
^^ bufmefs had called him abroad, but he 
** had left word he would attend them in a 
.«• couple of hours." Mifs Kitty's counte- 
nance rather lowered ;— the captain once 
more began to fly out; whilft poor John 
Jones retired in fullen diiTatisfa^lion to his 
apartment, from whence he never more re- 
turned. You,Ned, are perfectly unacquaint- 
ed with Edinburgh, — its fituatvou^— %l^* \ 
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need therefore only tell you, that the cap^- 
tain and his elected bride, having ftrolled, 
by way of amufetnent, over the greateft 
^art of the town, r— were moft unfortunate- 
ly met in their return, on the moft populous 
ipot, by your friend colonel Dingley, whe 
ftartcd, ftared, and for fonie moments re- 
tnained incapable of faluting them in t 
proper manner. 

Mifs Hutchens, from an opinion of her 
Security, was far from being difconcerted 
at the encounter ;t— but toffing up her head 
with a contemptuous and felf-fufficient air, 
pulled her captain by the fleeve, and defir- 
cd him ^' not to take any notice of that fcl- 

^' low's infolencej" (the colonel obftrufled 
their paflage, and r-udely enough attempted 
to feize her hand) " I will give you his 
♦^ hiftory," added (be, " at a proper feafon, 

^' and account for this exti'aordinary ill- 

>' breeding." 

»< H^4, mifs Hutchens,*' cried thecola- 
n?], pii^veatipig her flipping by him, as 
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was evidently her intention ; ** you may 
♦' fpare yourfelf a relation that would be 
•* neither new nor entertaining to that 
'* gentleman." Then turning to Briton, 
he jpcofeJy accofted him with, ** WhaU:, 
*» Tom, are you afhamed of your old ac- 
** quaintance P-.-I remain the fame man 
*' you ever knew me; but I own, it was 
*' not without much difficulty that I dif- 
*' covered the drummer thro' this fine dif- 
** guife. — What bufmefs can have brought 
•^ you here ? Do you know that lady ? 
** Are you not a finifhed rafcal, to be im^ 
♦* pofmg yourfelf, as it is plain you have 
*' done, Upon her eafy credulity for a per- 
" fon of confequcnce ? — Was it for this 
•'you follicited your difcharge ? — and 
♦* made free — But no matter, your life is 
*• as much in my power as defertion 
♦' would have rendered it 5 but"— 

A numerous crowd had aflembled dur-r 
ing this harangue. — The captain fell upon 
his knees, and, in the moft fervile terms, 
jiitreated pardon and metc^^ twkwj ^sA. 
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pardon ; acknowleging in the face of the 
whole mob, that he was the moft hardened 
of finners : for that he was alrejidy married 
to an honeft, fobcr woman, who loved him 
to diftradlion. The mob, enraged by this 
confeffion, having learned his buGnefs at 
Edinburgh from the delighted Matt's of- 
ficious communicativenefs, were for treat- 
ing him very roughly; but the ccJonel 
humanely prevented their intention, by 
beckoning his fervant, who he perceived 
on tip -toe at fome little diftance, a happy 
fpeflator of the whole fcene, and delivering 
him to his care until further orders ; who, 
with the affiftance of two fellows he had 
fome little knowlege of, conveyed him 
fafely to the coloners inn, tliough not 
without a rude falute or two from the at- 
tending rabble, who with loud huzzas 
and hiffings accompanied him to the very 
entrance. 

The ftory was in every body's mouth ; 
— ^' How that mifs Kitty Hutchens, a 
*^ young lady of great fortune^ had narrow- 
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*♦ }y efcaped marrying a drummer,'^ with 
every poflible aggravation ; *' and all by the 
•* accidental interpofition of one colonef 
** Dingley.'* The mortification and con- 
fufion of Kitty's afpedl is unfpeakable : — - 
the colonel was apprehenfive, left the vio- 
lence of her paflions might have fome bad 
effeft, unlefs timely drfcharged ; — he there- 
fore addreffed her in a fneering kind of 
accent, and offered her his proteftion, until 
fee could conveniently return to London. 
" Take me/* faid fee, " take me but out of 
" this mob; I have nothing further to afk.'* 
—He tucked her arm under his, (as fee 
apparently flood in need of fupport) and 
conducing her in fuch amanneras to gra- 
tify the fpedators with a view of her per- 
fon, lodged her fafe ip a houfe of reputa- 
tion ; when ordering coffee, he moft pro- 
vokingly congratulated her upon her happy 
deliverance. It anfwered the dcfired pur- 
pofe. — Oh, how fee ftamped and raved, 
and played the heroine ! — laying it thick 
upon your friend for the part he had adted. 
— « To expofe her !— make her a town's 

" taltl 
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<< talk ! — furnifli a paragraph for the pub^ 
*< lie papers !-^nd render it impoffible for 
*< her ever to (hew her face again, was the 
** height of malice and cruelty;— but flw 
<< fuppofed he took a pleafure in beholding 
*' her diftrcfs, the moft cutting part of 
*^ which was, the owing an obligation to 
«< fuch a"— (he look'd the reft, and a moft 
infernal look it was. He begged her tO 
be compofedj — told her, " he had fo great 
'* a regard for her mother, that he rejoiced 
^' in the fervice he had done her, notv/Ith^ 
<* ftanding ihe was fo oiFended at it ;— and 
** if ihe would honour him with any com- 
*' mands to that worthy lady, they (hould 
'* be faithfully executed, — as he was go- 
** ing to write to her that very monwnt." 

Here her proud tears burft forth again. — 
<^ What a reprefentation he would make of 
^' the affair ! — She could not expe& him to 
** conceal, — (he could not exped him to 
*' extenuate a finglecircumftance; — ^{hewas 
^* undone ; — and neither time nor chance 
** could reftore her peace. But howcrer," a 

diabo- 
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diabolical pleafure informing her every fea- 
ture, *' flie had one confolation even be- 
« yond his power;— Lady Sanxfey, the^ 
*< woman on earth from whofe knowlege 
«' flie fhould be moft anxious to keep an« 
'* affair of that fort, was in no condition ta 
** exult; — nor did (he believe (he could live 
•* till the news reached her*'* 

This ftab wen^ deep.— The triumph for 
fome minutes was wholly her's ; — but the 
pleafing hope immediately fuggefted itfelf, 
that fhe had only mentioned that cruel 
circumftance, — in order to wring his heart 
in return for the mortification he had oc« 
cafioned her. You may guefs the efFcfk it^ 
however, produced on the colonel's mind. 
With refpeft to herfelf, he even wiflied it 
was poffible to aggravate every pang (he 
endured, and puniih.her with a repetition 
of the late fcene; — but was obliged to 
content himfelf with only writing to her 
mother in much more unfavourable terms 
than he otherwife would have done ; — and 
incloflng a paragraph to the printers of fix 

different 
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different news-papers to be inferted imme- 
diately. 

Thus by the fly, artful, and indefa- 
tigable induftry of poor John Jones, has 
the proudeft, vaineft, and moft unwor- 
thy heart that ever woman poflTeflTedy been 
moft palpably humbled ; for every circum- 
' fiance in appearance merely accidental,— 
as the parfon's failing his appointment, 
&c. &c. was all the effedl of his well- 
timed policy 5 and as the joy of her having 
efcaped fo fatal a fnare will be a compen- 
fation, in the fond mother's opinion, for 
the difgrace and difappointment of young 
madam ; the fellow is fo hardened as to 
believe he (hall never repent his frolic. 
The fecret is in fo good hands, that it is in 
no danger of tranfpiring ; and the laugh 
will be miferably againft the unhappy Kitty. 

All her feverity refpefting her amiable 
coufin, muft infallibly be recolledted upon 
this occafion ; which will tend to the ag- 
gravation of her own proceedings: nor 

can 
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cati ifhe ever again dare to decry the errors 
of her fex, who had herfelf fo egregioufly 
erred ? — What ! confent to go off with a maa 
upon a two months acquaintance only ! his 
family, his connexions, his fortune un- 
known l-^What inexcufable indifcretion, 
— ^and .abominable abfurdity !— efpeciall^ 
as the event fo glaringly evinces the blame- 
ablenefs of her choice : — for it muft be 
iKrknowleged, that fuch is the candour of 
the public, thatj however unworthy the 
caufe, if the cSeA is but advantageous, it 
looks no further, or at worft is eafily 
appeafed. 

And now, Ned» tf you pleafe I will in- 
troduce Tom Briton to your acquaintance, 
in his own proper perfon, — But as I have 
already fwelled this letter to an enormous 
length, I will difpatch it for your peru- 
fal J nor ftiall you long wait for the hero's 
hiftory. 



Vol. II. R LET- 



242 The History of 



^ 



-. LETTER XXXV. 
Colonel DiNGLEY to Mr. Brooksbanr, 

COME, my friend, wc will foufc into 
the tale, without either preface or 
introduftion. 

On my arrival at Portfinouth, in order 
for my embarkation, in the fame houfe 
where I was accuftomed (and on this oc- 
cafion lodged) lodged alfo this worthy 
young man. His afpeft was clouded with 
dejeaion,— his mind vifibly difturbed, and 
his fortune, from fome hints my landlady 
had obtained, to the laft degree defperate. 

An air of gentility in his perfon, and 
engaging candour of his countenance, in^ 
clined me to wifh for fome converfation 
with him. — *' He is unfortunate," faid I, 
** confcquentlycompaffionate ; and by find- 
** ing a comforter himfelf, may be taught to 
^^ aiTume that character, and in fome mea- 

« furc 
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** farfe contribute to heal my deep wound- ; ** 
«edbofom." 

I in vain, for feveral days, fought an 
opportunity of calling myfelf in his way 
without abruptnefs; his modeft referve 
and honeft (hame ' inciting him to fly an, 
however, kind purfuer. 

I mentioned my ill fuccefs to my land-' 
lady; who having conceived a high opinion 
of her gueft, ^nd at all times defirous of 
obliging me, very readily undertook to 
bring us together. 

The firft interview was mutually pain- 
ful ; a di£Eidence on his part, and a fear of 
oppref&ng the unfortunate on mine, laid 
us under great conftraint. 

We repeated the fame fcene again and 
again ; until I by a frank communication 
of my own circumftances, brought him to 
difclofe the nature of his. 

X He was, I found, fo unha^y as to lofe 
a good father in his twelfth year ;— -his 
R 2 mo>Jci^^ 
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mother naturally gay, and only then in 
the prime of her life, looked out immedi- 
ately for a fecond partner. Nor was flic 
longunfuccefsful:— -a fellow of great vohi- 
bility, and fome fmall (kill in phyfic, fM 
his addrefTes, and foon became mafler of 
her pcrfon and fortune. 

Her firft hufband, a mercer, was fo in- 
fatuated as to leave her a difcretionary 
power refpedling all his affairs ^ as like- 
wife of the education and difpolition of thb 
his only fon. She, with the fame gencro- 
rofity, made no terms with his fucceflbr; 
but became, with her child and fortune, 
entirely at his mercy. The man was, 
however, far from ill-natured, though pro- 
digal and foppilh : be inftantly parted widi 
the honeft ftock in trade, — fet up his equi- 
page, — and was dubbed phyfician. He 
continued the boy at fchool until he at- 
tained his fixteenth year, and then removed 
him with great eclat to the univerfity. 
Tom (for that is honeftly one of his names] 
concluding from his father's manner of 

living) 



Miss PITTBOROUGH. 245 

living, and the almoft extravagant fupplies 
ie feceived, that his fortune was confider- 
ible, did not fcruple to indulge a youthful 
inclination. His ftudies, indeed, were not 
negleded, as they proved his delight ; he 
;>urchafed a handfome library, dreft with 
elegance, gave pretty entertainments to his 
[>rother ftudents, and was well received by 
5very female within ten miles round. The 
iracations were fpent in London ; at one 
of which periods his father kindly inti- 
mated, ^^ that he did not require him to 
^« apply himfelf to any particular branch of 
" literature, as he was far from intending 
" to clog fo promising a genius with the 
*' trammels of bufinefs ; but when he was 
" fuiEciently qualified, would purchafe a 
•* genteel employment for him under the 
** government, that fliould not fall fliort of 
«« his moft flattering expeftations." Thus 
entirely releafed from every doubt or ap- 
prehenfion refpefling his future provifion, 
and naturally gay, facetious, and enter* 
taining, he devoted a larger (hare of his 
^ime to pleafure, than he bad ever before 

R 3 N^tV- 
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ventured to do ; neverthelefs always l^p* 
ing to the windward of extravagance i or 
in other words, regulating his expences by 
his remittances. In this round of diffipa- 
tlon, love, however, paid a vifit to bis 
heart : — the lady upexceptionabje i — the 
relations of each party upon amiq^ble 
terms. He made no fecret of his prepoffef- 
iion in her favour, and w?is encouraged to 
hope fhe would one day be his ; her fatber 
only prudently promifing, that he would 
fee jyhat Mr. Blake would do for him, 
before he confented to the matter being 
carried further than friendly vifits: — 
which vifits were little lefs than fpending 
their whole time together, and could not 
fail of increafing their mutual approbation. 
Thus fmoothly did they glide on for four 
fucceffive years; when Tom having at- 
tained the period of three-and-tweiity, be- 
gan to prefs his father for the promifed 
eftablifliment ; who with an agreeable 
fmile afluring him, every thing fliould be 
fettled to his entire fatisfaftion within the 
cnfuing fix monthis, rendered our lover 
completely happy. 
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The coxcomb hacj ever affefted to boaft 
of his great intereft with perfons in pow- 
er.— My iord-duke was fpoke to upon the 
occafion, and no doubt remained, but that 
Tom was born to be a great man. His 
miftrefs*s father, delighted with the prof- 
peft of his daughter's fliining at court, re- 
doubled his careffes of the young fellow, 
voluntarily telling him, ^' That the day 
** that put him in pefleffion of fuch a 
** place as would fuit his purpofe, fhould 
^' put him likewife in pofleilion of three 
'* thoufand pounds, and his Fanny's 
" hand," What could be more flatter- 
ing than his prolpefts ! — ^My lord-duke 
puflied with great vigour, — ^vcry hour 
was expefted to bring welcome tidings ;— 
and in order to be prepared to keep his 
word, the old fellow had Mifs Fanny's 
cloaths made, and held in readinefs. But, 
alas ! that day of happinefs had never 
been enrolled in the book of Fate ; — for, 
on returning one evening from vifiting the 
young lady, and anticipating in idea the 
felicity that awaited him, he found a furly 
R 4 ^^Wwt 
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fellow feated in bis father's hall» who 
roughly demanded his buixnefs. 

Provoked by his infolence, yet difdain- 
ing to anfwer him, he would have rulhed 
into the parlour ;— when an ugly (alute 
from the gruff meflenger's club felled him 
to the ground, from whence he was raifed 
only, to learn the ftory of his ruined for- 
tune, and fink again beneath that more 
powerful blow. 

The cafe was, that execution upon ex- 
ecution was out againft his father, who 
had thought proper to abfcond that very 
afternoon with his wife lady, without giv- 
ing him the flighteft intelligence ;— carry- 
ing off every thing of value they could 
lay their hands on. 

The kind of night he paffed is much 
cafier to be conceived, than defcribed.— 
He repaired early the next morning to 
the houfe of his miftrefs, in order merely 
to acquaint her with the cruel change he 

had 
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had experienced, and take a laft farewel; 
for he was too fenfible of her father's titrn 
of mind, to flatter himfelf, that any cir- 
cumftance could compenfate th^ lofs of 
fortune, in his fight But the talk qf re-*- 
vealing his unhappy fate was not referved 
for him ; -* the news had flown fwifter than 
love I and thofe very doors that were wont 
to open almofl; fpontaneoufly at hia ap. 
proach, were now as ftrongly barricadoed 
againft him, as if he had been a robber. 

As he well knew the narrow foul he 
had to deal witli, this fbock was by no 
means fo fevere as might have been ex^ 
peded J — but to lofe fight for ever of his 
beloved Fanny, the objeft of bis tendereft 
afFedlion, was not fo eafily borne : -^he, 
however, refolved, upon fome little recoil 
ledlion, never again to expofe himfelf to fo 
grofs an indignity^ but to ihun the face 
of every former acquaintance. He wrote 
to Oxford to his tutor, begging him to 
difpofe of his books, furniture, and apart- 
pnents to the beft advantage; and after 
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difcharging a few little bills, remit him 
the overplus immediately. This bufinefs 
was foon performed, though not at all to 
his fatisfadion, as he had promifed him- 
felf a much larger fupply than he found 
he was intitled to :— for ignorant as he 
was of every method of procuring a live- 
lihood, and entirely friehdiefs, he found 
his whole pofTeffions did not exceed two 
hundred and feventy potlnds. 

He took himfelf a little lodging, where 
defpair was his only companion ;— nor 
had he fu£Scient ftrength of mind to fix 
upon onefcheme of future provifion. As 
he was mufing late one evening in his 
chamber, with diftraflion, horror, nay, 
guilt in his heart, — for it had occurred to 
him, that his life was of no confequence to 
any one ;—• that he had a hand to execute, 
—and was entirely in his own power;-? 
when the maid of the houfe, gently tap- 
ping at his door, delivered him a letter. 
The hand was not unknown to him ; he 
broke the feal, trembling with a variety 

of 
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of paffions, and to his unfpeakable afto- 
nUhment, read that his Fanny waited in 
the parlour, until that note had prepared 
bim to give her a welcome reception. 

Half frantic with joy, he was flying to 
receive her ; — but was prevented by a fe- 
male figure that ftood without the door, 
^d in a low voice intreated him not to be- 
trayhimfelf. — " I can gtfefs your feelings," 
faid (he, " by my own ; — but our prudence 
** is all we have at prefent to rely upon." 

They then fat down to confult what 
ftep was mod eligible, under their critical 
circumftances. She informed him, **That 
** one of her father's fervants having by 
** accident feen him in the ftreet, and out 
** of mere curiofity traced him to his 
•' lodging, had mentioned the circum- 
** fiance only that very day in confidence 
*' to the upper-maid, who kindly revealed 
** it to her, though far from fufpefling the 
** confequence it was of to her, or the 
«* efFe6l it produced. — She faid, (he had 
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<< long been clear in her refelutba of 
<< fharing his fortune, if (he ever was- fe 
<< happy as to learn the place of his re- 
<< treat s that £he had brought tway in 
*« money and efFefts about three hundred 
<< pounds, which (he confidered as no lefs 
*^ his property than herfelf j^tbat their 
^' engagement was not of fach a nature 
^' as to be diflblved either by misfortune^ 
*^ or the prudential views of a father^ 
<< who had no one reafonaUe objection 
*< to offer; concluding with begging he 
^' would think of leaving England with 
•« all poffible exp^ition.'* 

Poor Tom was fo ftruck by this proof 
of her attachment, and fo greatly affedled 
by fome reflexions upon the mifery he 
jhould reduce her to, by availing himfelf 
of her partiality and generofity, that he 
was unable to reply. She, who pofleflcs 
' an uncommon fhare of vivacity and good- 
nature, rallied him upon his gloomy re- 
ception of an offer, that fhe expeded would 
have procured her many fine compliments ; 

— when^ 
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— wheri, recolleding himfelf, and being 
abundantly convinced that fht could not 
return again to a roof ihe had abandoned ^ 
and from fotne other convi<%on6) the pro«- 
priety of which he had not leifure to con- 
fider, he at length yielded to the tide of 
joy that he had been labouring to ftem, 
and all his foul was gratitude and love. 
She had given herfelf for his fifter to the 
people of the Koufe, and as fuch was 
treated with great civilit)r, during fome 
part of the next day, in which time he 
prepared a proper place to convey her to^ 
but judged it beft to remain himfelf in. 
his old lodging, to prevent fufpicion. 

He enquired at the Jamaica cofllee- 
boufe for a pafTage in the firft fhip def- 
tined for that iflaiid, and by the expira- 
tion of that neceiTary period (or rather, 
what the new and extraordinary laws of 
this country require, previous to the per- 
formance of the marriage ceremony), 
met with one to his wifh : and the third 
day after that event had taken place, em- 
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barked in high fpirits with his lovely wife, 
at Gravefend ; mutually flattering them-^ 
felves, that they fhould leave every mif- 
fortune behind them. 

But unhappily there was another dif- 
ficulty in ftore for them, which they but 
little apprehended ; — they were wrecked a 
few leagues beyond the Nore, and with 
the utmoft hazard efcaped with their lives, 
and the little money they had in their pock* 
ets ; their danger having been fo extreme, 
that no one thought of any thing but per- 
fonal prefervation. Unknowing what to 
' do in this exigence, and meeting with a 
conveyance, they had come to Portfmouth, 
from whence Tom propofed working his 
paffage to fome of the new colonies, — 
and there eftablifhing himfelf in the beft 
manner Providence fliould enable him. He 
had applied by the name of Brown to 
fome perfons in London, whom he knew 
were acquainted with the neceflary fteps, 
and was waiting their anfwer with a great 
degree of impatience, when I became ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with him, from the double ap- 
prehenfions of his unproteded fituation's 
expofing him to being prefled on board a 
man of war (a circumftance his wife de- 
clared flie could never furvive), and the 
certainty that they were exhaufting their 
little fund, without the leaft degree of 
probability of obtaining a frefli fupply ; — 
but as they conceived a decent appearance 
would be their beft fecurity, however 
cutting their refle£lions, they had perfifted 
to fupport it, except fome intimations, 
which in the anguifh of his heart Tom 
had let fall, and had not efcaped the ob- 
fervation of his landlady. 

Such is the hiftory of Tom Briftow, 
alias Brown, alias Briton; you cannot, 
therefore, be furprized to hear he found a 
tolerable friend in me.— I eafily perfuaded 
him to become a volunteer, as I promifed 
to fupport him with my friendship and in- 
tereft. 

Content 
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" Content foon bid the rofes refume their 
former leat, and never was there a more 
pleafing or agreeable companion than 
Ae reanimated Fanny.— Her vivacity has 
frc^tientLy beguiled my misfortunes, and 
the fcheme I have fo recently carried into 
execution) was intirely of her planning. 
To heighten the ridicule, Totn inliftcd 
Tiinifelf, on. a vacancy happening, as 
drummer ; which office be occupied one 
whole niontb before our return to £n|r 
land, when I civilly prefented him with\ 
his dilcharge, having by the intereft of a 
friend of mine in Ireland (to whom I re- 
lated the ftoryof his misfortunes) obtained 
him a very genteefl poft in the Irifli Cuf- 
toms, to which country he is now repair- 
ing with all poffible expedition. Fanny's 
father, overcome by my interceffions (or 
rather by the all-prevailing appointment 
his fon-in-law had procured) confented to 
receive a vifit from his child (my reputed 
wife). He returned her with his bleffing, ^ 
and five hundred pounds in her pocket, 

promifing 
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promifing from thenceforward to con- 
fider her, as her hufband fliould continue 
to deferve. 

You mufl: «iid fhail fee them before thejr 
quit England, and to them I refer you 
for a more minute account of our plot : 
and I am certain you will acknowlege a 
more amiable couple cannot exift. 

He was formed by nature for thje com^ 
miffion I intrufted him with, as he was 
jiot only mafter of every neceflary quali- 
fication, but loved a frolic at his heart.— 
Had we by any perverfe accident failed in 
our defign, and detedion, inftead of fuc- 
cefs^ been the fruits of our labour ; it would 
have been evident that, no real evil could 
be intended the adorable Mifs Kitty, as 
her lover ivas not only, predifpofed of, 
his wife attending on his every ftepi but 
moft unqueftionably in all his former con- 
duStf aiman of true and nice honour. But 
us her^hblepunifliment will depend upon' 
the affair being kept a fecret ; — I refle6k 
with pleafure, that no one has been in the 
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fmalleft refpeft tntrufted, but thofe who 
can be relied upon. 

To this couple I owe every fatisfaflion 
-I have fo unexpedledly tailed ; they have 
proved the indireft means of preferving 
me from the moft dire deftrudion, in the 
perfon of my Mifs Pittborough ; you will 
not, therefore, deny them the next place 
to her and you in my friendfliip and af- 
fe<aion. I muft add, that, notwrtbrftand- 
ing I had not the leaft reafon, to doubt 
the young man's veracity, 1 fo far z&ci 
the fufpicious part as to write to his tutor, 
and fome perfons in Lohdon, to enquire 
his family and charafter. From them I 
received many lights into his real merit, his 
modefty was far from commuhicating, as 
never mortal was more extolled for every 
valuable endowment, or more compaffion- 
ated under misfortunes. 

I hope, Ned, I have now made ample 
amends for all former triffling; — and 
proved myfelf both a rational, bondl 
man, and your fincere fri^d, 

LET- 
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LETTER XXXVL 

From the fame. 

I Have received a letter of thanks from 
Mrs. Hutchens, fofr my care of her 
daughter. — She looks (according to my 
predicSion) rather to the greatnefs of her 
deliverance, than the greatnefs of her in- 
difcretioh, and has difpatched her woman 
to convey her fafe once more to her ma- 
ternal arms. Another happy point gain- 
ed ! for I could not have exulted, if her 
peace had heen dcftroycd. She informs 
me, that Sir Matthew's health is in a de- 
clining ftate.-^I am a man, Ned, not an 
angel 5— but as pleafure's cup is ever dafhed 
with care, {o this piece of intelligence is 
accompanied with moil alarming accounts 
of Mifs Prttborough's decay ! — She is, 
alas, fappofed to be far gone in a con- 
fumption. 

82 The 
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The wings of my vivacity are totally 
clipped.— I cannot bear the thought ; and 
if I lofe her a fecond time, no means on 
earth can fave me from di^adtion. I 
have ventur^ to write her a^ng letter, 
in hopes to amufe her,— exculpating the 
late captain Briton from all blame ; — have 
defcribed my motives for putting him upon 
adling the chara<9er in which (he knew 
him,— and Kitty's mortifications, in the 
moft lively colours; — acknowleged my- 
felf to be the very John Jones, for whom 
fhe expreiTed fo much kindnefs and ap- 
probation ; — prefented my heft wifhes 
for the reftoration of her health, in fuit- 
able terms to our prefent fituations ; and 
do flatter myfelf fhe will not be difpleafed. 
A proper perfon will be employed to dc- 
'liver it into her own hands, fo that I have 
no difagreeable confequence to apprehend 
on that account. And now, Ned, having 
nothing more topurfue, (the Surgeon, you 
know, has met with his fmall reward ; 
and Sir Matthew's feems to be approaching) 
and I intend to make you an early vifit ; 

and 
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—and if Heaven fhould prove fo gracious 
as to call the Baronet hence, and afford 
the moft diftant probability of Mifs Pitt- 
borough's avoiding the fame fate, you 
(hall not find me an unpleafant companion. 

Tom and his wife have quitted Edin- 
burgh incog. ;— and will foon reach your 
hofpitable dome : — Kitty and I lead a whim- 
Ileal kind of life, — I cannot give you an 
idea of the hatefu'.nefs of herdifpofition. — 
I have ferved her, and yet fhe feems to 
confider me as her mortal enemy.-^I verily 
believe the lofs of her drummer fits heavy 
upon her heart, in fpite of its natural foft- 
nefs ; and that if we had not given him a 
wife, {he would. But whence this flight ? 
Oh, Ned ! the fate of this dear, dear wo- 
man opprefTes me beyond meafure : — but 
I will hope, though perhaps againfl pro- 
bability. — If the Baronet (hould not re- 
cover, — how long, how tedious a time 
muft be facrificed to forms and ceremonies, 
before I may, with decency, folicit fome 
tender confidcration ? — JAwft. 1 cww^xwn. 
5 3 tsw^«v\ 
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myfelf not to betold h^r, when every iqi» 
pediment is removed;, — and love no 
more my involuntary crime ?-^t kno^bi^t 
one means of reconciling myfelf to the 
unnatural penance; — -I would fly, Ned, to 
her relations : — Her father, brother, filler, 
ihould be mine: — flie alone fhould be 
the fubje<a of our converfation ; — and that 
converfation virould in fome meafure com^* 
pcnfate the impofed abfence. 

LETTER XXXVir^ 
Lady Sanxsey to Mrs. Batson. 

I Have, my dear, been greatly, and I 
will acknowlege, not difagreeably fur- 
prifed by receiving the inclofed. — This 
wicked colonel ! — But I have reafon tq 
rejoice, abundantly rejoice. — Kitty de- 
ferved the fate fhe has incurred ; and may 
it prove equally falutary in the reforma- 
tion of her conduS, — ^as my misfortunes 
have done in mine ! O my fifter, I forefcc 
Wbsit would be ti^vQ CQuito^Tic^ ^^ tKe 
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contingence that is (o likely to take place ! 
But it is too late;— the colonel would a 
fecond time demand my wretched hand too 
late, — for death will prove his fecond rival". 

I find not the leaft amendment in my 
own health j and Sir Matthew's difordei; 
is fo greatly increafed, that I know not 
but every hour may be his laft. He, poor 
man, is very impatient ! — The tyraot 
makes his approach with all his terrors 
about him! — His imagination indeed is 
infinitely difturbed ; nor have I any reafon 
to flatter myfelf with a favourable change. 
How have you revived me, by your friend- 
ly aflfurances^ that if I do live one week 
longer you will reach this gloomy man- 
fion, and that both my father and my bro- 
ther have determined to accompany you ! 
—And am I ftill of fuch confequence to your 
happinefs ? — Will not Heaven — ^I am called 
away,— Sir Matthew is juft departing, 

^ 4» 4. «^ 

Six o'clock. 

The melanchply fccne, n>y fitter, is 

over, and Sir Matthew has already attala- 
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cd the regions of eternity. — He was infen- 
fible before I reached him, — and far be- 
yond all poffibility of relief or affiftance. 
Alas, my frailty has received a new fhock ! 
— Surely hypocrify is too odious to be ac- 
ceptable with you on any occaiion ; — and 
the perpetual unkindnefs I have experi- 
enced, an infuperable bar to affliction or 
lamentation., — But I was referved for this 
laft trial of my weaknefs ; and find myfelf 
by no means fo detached from the worlds 
as I but half an hour ago imagined. 

Come then, my fifter, rjiy friend, come 
and aflift me in conquermg this amazing 
reluftancy to be diflblved in a nature fo 
decayed j — teach me to refume the refig- 
nation that has fo cruelly forfaken me ; — 
forget the colonel, — and lay myfelf down 
in peace. I am, the mereft memento of 
mortality you ever beheld j — yet my 
heart involuntarily (brinks at the bare 
thought of that diflblution, it has fo long 
pretended to figh for as its ultimate hap- 
pinefs, O haften, Nancy, haften to me ! 
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I am more than ever undone unlefs I fee 
your face ! — Pity the confufion this inci- 
dent has caufed me, and footh me once 
more into a bleffed calm.— This is the laft 
effort of my pen ; — I can no more] — my 
nerves are utterly unftrung. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

Colonel DiNGLEY to Mr. Brooksbank. 

MATT has this inftant received a 
letter from his mother. — Sir Mat- 
thew is at length no more,— and Miffi 
Pittborough is ftill permitted to furvive 
him. My heart finks, my friend, beneath- 
the flattering hope. — She is, — flie fhall be 
mine. — Poll horfes are preparing. — I . 
feek the village you have already vifited j 
nor will I ceafe follicitation, until her 
fitter at leaft confents to accompany me to 
her. Not one fupporting, not one tenderly 
ailifting friend ! how ihould (he but be 
loft ! A thoufand romantic flights fu^t^ft. 
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themfelves. — ^I am for affuming now this, 
>now that difguifc, in order to introduce 
myfelf into her "beloved prefence, and ren- 
der myfelf ferviceable to her.- — I am more 
alarmed, more wretched than ever.— The 
grave even fwallows hope itfelf; then 
judge of my fate if fhe (hould be fnatched 
from me. Had flie died inftead of Sir 
Matthew, I think I could have been re- 
figned; but to have her furvive, — and 
furvive him only for a fhort period, — is 
torture, is madnefs. .My letter could 
barely have reached her before his departure^ 
— She knows all my proceedings. — Surely 
ihe will endeavour to live for my fake. 

I am abfolutely frantic!— can neither 
write, nor abftain from it. — But the horfes 
are ready, and I fee the probability of a 
^period, at leaft, to my fufpencc. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Mrs. Batson to Lady Sanxsey. 

MY dear fifter muft not be fuq>rifed, 
if we reach her in a few days,— 
accompanied by a ftranger ; who, to avoid 
every offence to decency, will afiume a 
ficSlitious name ; bnt will on no confider- 
ation be reftrained from feemg her. I 
would by no means give a fanftion to (o 
unnatural an impropriety, as introducing 
a profcfled lover to view the miferable re- 
mains of his rival, under any other cir-* 
cumftances; but the colonel's cafe is fo 
very fingular, and his humanity and gene- 
rofity fo great,-r-that I own I willingly 
yielded to his importunity, as I was in- 
capable of requiring a felf-denial in an-r 
other, 1 was confcious I myfelf could on 
no account have pradifed. 

Should your apprehenfions for your 
health be juftly founded, what amends 
couid I make him, fox dt^uNim^\i\vc^ ^^ 
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the fight of you?— He is fcarce rational at 
prefent : — ^wc muft not overcharge an af- 
ili£led mind. 

Confidcr, my dear, the obligations you 
have to him j confider the rights of friend- 
fhip he has to prefume upon j — and every 
objedlion muft be filenced. 

But I will fay no more upon a fubjeft 
that requires fo little defence. —You can- 
not refufe a father's injunSions; nor he- 
' fitate to put your reputation in his hands. 

Receive us with the beft grace you can 
. afume.-* We ftand in need of comfort. — 
Smile us therefore into hope, that an ex- 
emption from fatigue, and compofure of 
fpirits, may effeft more than half your cure. 
— l^he colonel has amazing faith in the 
efficacy of our prefence; — and I truft he 
will not be difappointed : but if he was not 
allowed to be an eye-witnefs of our efforts 
to fave you, no power on earth could con- 
vince him, but there had been fome defi- 
ciency, fo induftuous ?lx^ ^^ m^Vi-^.^tj^ to 
increafe theix oy/rv toi«v^ixv%» 
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L E T T E R XL 
Mrs. Batson to Mrs. Hotchens. 
Dear Madam, 
Doubt not but you are anxious to hear 



I 



the fuccefs of our journey, 

I can venture to tell you my fifter does 
recover, but by fuch flow degrees, that 
there is no anfwering for the event. I do 
not apprehend her diforder to be a con- 
fumption 5— (he has no cough : — her de- 
cay was as imperceptibly as her return to 
health J— and ftole on her fo gently,— that , 
lofs of appetite and reft alone, awakened 
her attention to it. 

^ Her youth is all we have to depend upon, 
and even that is a flender twig. It can 
be no fecret with you, that flie has been a 
very great fufferer. — I wifli all the perfons 
concerned againft her may repent ; — and 
if fhe lives, even my forgivenefs fhall be 
theirs : but furely no cruelty was ever (o 
unexampled,— as oppreiling theunofFend- 
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ing to the very grave ; — for flie was mci- 
pable of being any one's enemy but her own. 

At prefenther fpirits are fo tender, and 
her voice and ftrength fo far gone, that I 
do not venture to a(k her one qudlion ;— 
but I believe no language but her owti, 
can paint her perfecutors in their proper 
colours ; and even there would be wanting 
that ftriking (hade, a malignant heart 
alone is able to give. 

Sir Matthew has done h* the juftice to 
beg her pardon, and leave her every thing 
in his power 5 — how poor a recom pence !— 
He IS dead, however, and my refentment 
flops at the grave. ^ I am, &c. &c. 

•^{— ^h^— ^'j— ^t-^— *h j'--9~*r''Ti*~''^'r'''!MT 

LETTER XLL 
Colonel DiNGLEY to Mr. Brooksbank. 
Whole week have I watched ovet 
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this drooping flower (as defcribed 
in my laft*), yet are my ac*>^ing eyc« 
unable to perceive an increafe of ftpefngth. 
^ This letter it omitted. 
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♦-But, Ned, every thing is progreffive, 
from bad to Worfe, from better to hdft^ 
there is no ftanding ftillj — therefore, as 
fhe does not fall off, there is grounds for 
hope. — If (be lives fhe is mine ! — O,, 
death, for once renounce thy nature, and 
voluntarily forego this one precious victim. 
# # # Morn. 

She has had a comfortable night ; we . 
are all in high fpirits.— If ever (he is able 
to try its efficacy, — her native air is 
pronounced, as a grand fpecific. — -She 
fmiles with ineffable, with the mofl: 
friendly complacence upon me.— Friend- 
ihip is love, and love is fnendihip ; I know 
of no diftinftion. 

Three days have I been writing what 
you now receive,— as I was determined 
not to difpatch uncertain intelligence. — 
She is vifibly better, and it is hoped 
will foon be able to undertake a journey 
to the village, at leaft in Revell's ma- 
chine.— I (hall guard my treafure on horfe- 
back, with a vigilance love alone is ca« 
pable of ;— you fhall hear from me again 
very foon. 
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LETTER XLII. 

From the fame. 

HARK'E, Ned, I command you 
to throw open your cellars, tochear 
the hearts of your ppor ncighbours,-^and 
let Tom, my Fanny, and yourfelf rejoice 
in the returning happinefs of your friend ! 
—happy beyond the power or poHibility 
of defcription ! 

The journey performed beyond our 
moft flattering expedlations ; — the kind 
eflFe£)s of change of air already ftrikingly 
vifible in her complexion; — the mufic of' 
her voice in a great degree recovered, — 
and her heart new animated;— what joy 
can equal mine ! To behold her thus, thus, 
thus to converfe with her, is it not rap- 
ture, — is it not felicity ? — and I with plea- 
fure give that year to form and ceremo- 
nies, that has given me once more to life, 
and unfpeakable fatisfadion. 

FINIS. 
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